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Heroes of Islam Introduction 


Introduction 


Praise be to Allah % the Lord of the worlds and may peace and 
blessings be upon His final Messenger Muhammad #, upon his 
noble family, his Companions and upon those who follow their 
path until the final hour. 


We live in a time and era where the success of a Muslim individual 
is dependent on the ink of the scholars. JKN Publications is proud 
to introduce this book “Heroes of Islam” exploring the lives of 
some of the greatest individuals in the history of Islam. 


As humans we all need role models and who better to be our role 
models than the people who sacrificed their families, wealth and 
lives to honour this Deen. It is due to the sacrifices of such men 
that this Deen has come to us today and unless we follow their ex- 
amples how will this Deen continue down to the generations to 
come. 


This book is presented to our readers with the intention to create 
awareness of the lives and contributions of the great successors of 
our beloved Prophet Muhammad &. 


One outstanding feature about this book is that it details the 
achievements of the Muslims in a historical order right from the 
early 6th century i.e. from the Holy Prophet Muhammad # to this 
current era. This can be divided into 6 categories: 
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Introd 


The life and achievements of our beloved Prophet $. 
The life and achievements of the Sahabah 4 (Companior 
the Holy Prophet &. 

The life and achievements of the Tabi'een (successors of 
noble Companions). e t. E 
The life and achievements of the Tabi-Tabi’een (s 
the successors of the noble Companions). - 
The life and achievements of the S mme 
four Imams) 
Lastly the life and dic t ur ir pi 
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Thinking of the Holy Prophet & 


When becoming humiliated, remember the Holy Prophet $ in Taif. 


When being starved, remember the Holy Prophet & tying two 
stones on his stomach in the Battle of the Trench. 


When becoming angry, remember the Holy Prophet's # control of 
anger on the martyrdom of his beloved uncle Sayyiduna Hamzah 
ds. 


When losing a tooth, remember the Holy Prophet's 4 tooth in the 
Battle of Uhud. 


__ When bleeding from any part of the body, remember the Holy 
Prophet's & body covered with blood on his return from Taif. 


When feeling tired in Salah remember the Holy Prophet's & 
blessed feet in Tahajjud. 


When being pricked with thorns, remember the Holy Prophet's & 
pain from Abū Lahab’s wife. 


When being troubled by neighbours, remember the old woman 
who would empty rubbish on the Holy Prophet &. 


When losing a child, remember the Holy Prophet's & son Ibra- 
heem passing away. 









The Holy Pro oh 
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When beginning a long journey, remember the Holy Prophe 
long journey to Madeenah without modern day pris 


When going against the Sunnah, remember the Hol Prop 
intercession, “Ummati, Ummati, Ummati.” 


When sacrificing an animal remember the Holy 
sacrifice of 63 animals for his Ummah. 


When falling into an c 
Prophet's # encount 
sh. 
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When sponsoring an orphan, think of the Holy Prophet’s & 
sponsor for Zaid Ibn Harithah s. 


When fearing an enemy, think of the Holy Prophet’s & saying to 
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 4 in Mount Thawr. 

Whatever situation you may find yourself in, remember your role 
model, the best of creation; the Holy Prophet &. 


In the Hour of Triumph 


In the early stages of the Holy Prophet's & life, the inhabitants of 
Makkah, with a few notable exceptions, persecuted him with non- 
stop and constant hatred. Not content with mere oppression, the 
Makkans at last hungered for his life and he migrated to Madee- 
nah. 





After years of intense suffering, the ?rophet && succeeded in 
winning the attention of a conside ody of his countrymen: 
They accepted his message an ed under his flag to defend 
him and to defend their new Faith from the attacks of the pitiless 


enemies, á 






But the Makkans were still tireless in their hosti 
the terms of the Treaty of Hudaibiyah, 
Banū-Khuzā'a that was under the prote 





ton his face, threw thorns in hi: 








conqueror. Those who h 
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Then the Holy Prophet & addressed the gathering and declared in 
his own unique voice, “All glory and victory belong to Allah 3& 
and to Allah % alone. No one has any superiority over his 
neighbour except for his virtue. All are children of Adam 4). The 


noblest of men is he who is foremost in good deeds.” 


The Holy Prophet & paused for a moment and looked at his ene- 
mies still trembling in their hearts. No one could say if any poi- 
soned memory of the bygone days flashed across his mind at their 
sight. But he addressed them in a calm voice, “Descendants of 
Quraish, how do you expect I should treat you?” They replied, 
“With kindness and pity, gracious brother and nephew.” 


Tears filled the eyes of the Holy Prophet & at these words and he 
said, “I shall speak to you just as Sayyiduna Yusuf 9:8 spoke to his 
brothers. I shall not reproach you today. Allah 3 will forgive you. 


He is the most Merciful and Compassionate.” 
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Mercy of the 






the Muslims. 





After the Muslims captured him, this Ie 


The Holy Prophet # 


Heroes of Islam 


more hatred to me than your religion and now it is the most 
beloved to me. By Allah 3, there was no land that was more 
hatred to me than your land and now your land has become the 
most beloved to me...I wish to perform Umrah...” 


The Holy Prophet & upon hearing this wish, gave him glad tidings 
and told him to act upon his noble intention. When he went to 
Makkah, someone said to him, "Indeed you have rebelled." He re- 
plied, “No, indeed I have accepted Islam with the Holy Prophet &, 
and by Allah #, you will not receive even a grain of wheat from 
Yamamah, unless the Messenger of Allah 3& allows it." 


Cheerful Manner of the 
The Holy Prophet & 


Our beloved Prophet & was a jovial and jolly person. He would 
sometimes joke with people, but always within limits and with 
affection. 


Once a blind man was in the presence of the Holy Prophet # and 
asked, "O' Messenger of Allah &! will I be able to also enter 
Jannah?” The Holy Prophet & replied, "No my dear brother, no 
blind person will enter Jannah." 


The blind person started to cry. The Holy Prophet && smiled and 


said, "Brother, no blind person will ever enter Jannah in the state 
of blindness; rather he will be given sight." Upon hearing this the 
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man became pleased. 


Once an elderly lady Sahabi came to the Holy Prophet && and 
requested that he make Du’a for her entry into Jannah. The Holy 
Prophet & said, “No old lady will enter Jannah.” She began to cry, 
whereupon the Holy Prophet 4 said, smiling, “An old lady will 
not enter into Jannah, rather she will be made young and then 
entered into Jannah.” Upon hearing this she became happy. 


Once the nursing mother of the Holy Prophet &, Sayyidah Umme 
Ayman & came to the Holy Prophet & and requested a camel from 
him. The Holy Prophet & told her, "I will give you a child of a 
camel." She sadly said, “What will I do with a child of a camel?” 


The Holy Prophet & then indicated to a servant of his, who 
brought a young camel and presented it to Sayyidah Umme 
Ayman €. The Holy Prophet & smiled and told her, “Is this not 
also a child of a camel? All camels are the children of other cam- 
els." Upon hearing this she smiled. 


A Sahabiyyah (female companion) once came in the presence of 
the Holy Prophet & and requested, “O’ Rasulullah &! My husband 
is ill, make Du'à for his recovery." The Holy Prophet & told her, 
“Is it your husband whose eyes have whiteness?” She was puzzled 
and immediately went home and opened her husband’s eyes. He 
asked her, "What's the matter?" She replied, “Rastlullah & told 
me that my husband’s eyes have whiteness in them.” He started 


smiling and said, “Is there any person whose eyes have no white- 
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ness in them?” Only then did she understand the humorous re- 
mark of the Holy Prophet &. The intention of the Holy Prophet & 
was to bring some happiness to her husband. 


The Holy Prophet & 





Our beloved Prophet & was soft natured and had a pleasant 
character. He never hurt the feelings of anyone and always spoke 
in affectionate terms to others. The tolerance of the Holy Prophet # 
was always friendly and warm. His tongue was so sweet that 
everyone benefited from him. 


À person came to the door of the Holy Prophet & and requested 
permission to enter. The Holy Prophet & replied, "Let him enter, 
even though this person is not a good person from amongst his 
tribesmen.” When he entered, the Holy Prophet & greeted him 
warmly and spoke gently to him. When he left, Sayyidah A'ishah 
asked in great surprise, "O' Rastilullah &! In your esteemed opin- 
ion this person is not a good person, and yet you spoke and dealt 
with him very cordially and kindly?" The Holy Prophet # replied, 
"In the sight of Allah 3£, the worst person is he who people avoid 
because of his crude manner and evil tongue." 


Once when a drought fell on Madeenah, a person by the name of 
Ubbad Ibn Sharjeel, out of hunger, went into an orchard, picked 
some fruit from a tree, ate some and kept some aside. The owner of 
the orchard caught him, beat him and took off his clothes. Ubbad 
complained to the Holy Prophet &. The owner of the orchard was 
also present. He explained the theft of Ubbad. 


Sayyiduna Umar 4& 


Heroes of Islam 


The Holy Prophet & said, "He is a naive person, you should have 
treated him with affection and warmth. He was hungry, you 
should have fed him." 


The Holy Prophet & then had Ubbad’s clothes returned to him and 
also gave him a quantity of grain. 


Sayyiduna Umar 2s 


The River Nile 


After Egypt was conquered by the Muslims, the newly appointed 
Governor of Egypt, Sayyiduna Amr Ibnul As 4 one day held an 
open discussion in his court. Someone told him, “O Leader! During 
the ancient times, there was a custom which the locals practiced 
that kept the River Nile flowing. On the 11th day of every lunar 
month, we would take a young girl, with the consent of her 
parents, adorn her with the best of clothes and finest jewellery and 
sacrifice her to the River Nile.” 


When he heard this, Sayyiduna Amr Ibnul As às objected that this 
practice is most certainly not acceptable or permissible in Islam. 
Islam has come to remove such barbaric and evil customs. That 
year, this custom was abandoned and it so happened the River 
Nile started drying out. Many people were forced to abandon their 
homes and migrate. 


Sayyidunà Amr Ibnul As 4 narrated this entire episode by letter to 
the Ameerul Mu'mineen, Sayyiduna Umar 4s. 


16 17 








Sayyiduna Umar # 


Heroes of Islam 








Sayyiduna Umar 4 wrote back that indeed Islam has come to 
destroy such evil customs. Together with the reply, he wrote 
another letter, which he said should be thrown into the River Nile. 


The Governor read out this letter, which contained the following, 
"From the servant of Allah 4% Umar, Ameerul Mu'mineen to the 
River Nile. If you flow on your own accord, then do not flow, but if 
Allah %, The One and Mighty, makes you flow, then we beseech 
Allah 3, The One and Mighty to make you flow.” 


The governor of Egypt threw this letter into the River Nile and the 
next morning when the people awoke they saw that during the 
course of one night, Allah % had made the River Nile rise by more 
than 100 hand-lengths. In this way, Sayyiduna Umar -# put an end 
to the evil custom of girl sacrifice. The greatness of Allah 3& also 
manifested that ever since that time the River Nile has continued 


flowing. 
It is indeed true that whosever becomes Allah’s 3$, Allah 4 


becomes his. When Allah 4 becomes his then all the creation of 


Allah % obeys his instructions. 


The Sahabah 4 had sacrificed everything of theirs for Allah 4s. 
Hence, Allah 4 had made the entire creation subservient to them. 
We should endeavour to follow the footsteps of the Sahabah in 


our daily lives. 
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Love and Hate for the 
Sake of Allah 3€ 


Sayyiduna Umar 4 once entered the Masjid and noticed that a 
pipe from Sayyiduna Abbas's 4 gutter was located in the property 
of the Masjid, because of which the water from his roof would flow 
into the Masjid property. Sayyiduna Umar # reasoned that since 
this pipe was benefiting a single person only, it was against the 
respect of the Masjid to have it there. He therefore gave the 
instruction for the pipe to be removed. Although he never gave the 
instruction out of anger, he gave it because his anger was for Allah 


k. 


When Sayyidunā Abbās found out about this, he approached 
Sayyiduna Umar 4 and asked why the pipe was taken down. 
Sayyiduna Umar 4 explained to him that the Masjid was not a 
private property and therefore not permissible for any person to 


use the property for his own benefit. 


“Do you know how that pipe came to be there?” Sayyiduna Abbas 
& asked. “It was there at the time of the Holy Prophet # and the 
Holy Prophet himself gave permission for it to be placed there. 


Who are you to have it removed?” 


"Did the Holy Prophet & really give permission for it to be there?" 
Sayyiduna Umar 4 asked. "He certainly did,” Sayyiduna Abbas 
* replied. “Come with me then,” Sayyiduna Umar # said to 
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Sayyiduna Abbas 4. They then went to the place where the pipe 
was and Sayyiduna Umar # bent down in the bowing position. 
"Now get on my back and replace the pipe,” Sayyiduna Umar # 
said. “I will rather get someone else to do it,” said Sayyiduna 
Abbas 4. 


However Sayyiduna Umar # insisted, “How was I to take down 
something that the Holy Prophet & allowed to be put up? Because 
I have committed such a serious wrong, the least punishment I can 
suffer is for you to stand on my back and replace the pipe." 
Sayyiduna Abbas & then did as Sayyiduna Umar 4& had instructed 
and the pipe has remained where it was till today. 


May Allah 4 reward those who have built the Masjid leaving the 
pipe where it had been even though it had no use. They have done 
this as a reminder and the practice upon the Hadeeth of the Holy 


Prophet &. 


The Holy Prophet & said, "Whoever loves for the sake of Allah # 
and dislikes for the sake of Allah && has perfected his Iman.” 
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Sayyiduna Ali .& 


Wise Sayings of Sayyiduna Ali 4 


The punishment of involving yourself in the love of material 
aspects is the deprivation of true love for Allah 3#. 

Miserliness is the clothing of dishonour. 

Do not be satisfied with the results of that person whose heart 
is not in his work. 

It is easier to turn a mountain into dust, than to create love in 
the heart that is filled with hatred. 

The person who follows his desires will surely get lost. 

Bravery is that you exercise patience for a little while. 

Moderation is the best status in all affairs. 

Your best friend is that person who assists you the most in 
time of your needs. 

It is better to refrain from sins than to seek forgiveness later. 
The person who is ensnared by jealousy will be ensnared by a 
‘bad’ ending. 

Many diseases and problems are due to extravagance. 

An intelligent enemy is sometimes better than a foolish 


friend. 
Ability to do something is good fortune and helplessness is 


misfortune. 
The person who points out and looks for faults in others, 


opens the door of exposing his faults to others. 
The person who assists a brother at times of difficulty, Allah 


4 will assist him in his time of need. 


' The person who is saved from the tongue of others is fortu- 
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nate. 
The person who saves himself from vulgar language will find 
success. 
Every act that is beneficial is Sadaqah (charity). 
Many strange people are better than your own relatives. 
Many of the drowned are those who have been sunk in the 
sea of ignorance. 
Many are the learned whom the world has destroyed. 
The best of your wealth is that which is of most benefit to you 
in times of need. 
Whoever loves this world, he is in reality accumulating his 
wealth for others. 
During the day man’s actions are always changing, so 
appreciate those days in which you are able to do good 
actions. 
At the time of reaching the extremes of difficulty and hard- 
ship, then know that the time of ease has to come. 
The man who is living in ease cannot appreciate the level of 
difficulties of others. 
The person who has very little wealth and means of happi- 
ness will only have ease and comfort at death. 
Sometimes a little increases and becomes a lot and sometimes 
a great deal decreases to nothing. 
To ask brings dishonour and to give creates love. 
A little, well earned which satisfies your needs will suffice 
you better than a lot which is spent extravagantly. 
The greater the degree of happiness, so much at the end of it 
will be your difficulty, loss or grief. 
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«The company of bad or evil people causes a good person to 
also be regarded as evil. 

» Some are great people but people do not value them. 

s A respected person always remains honourable even if he is 
afflicted with difficulties. 

: He will not be lost who keeps on asking the way. 

» A person will not be perplexed who makes Mashwara 


(consultation) with others. 
» A cautious and intelligent person is he who does not rely on 


his own opinion and judgement. 

» A person who is satisfied with his own actions will have 
many that dislike him. 

1 The person whose self is precious in his own eyes then his 
desires will be valueless to him. 

a The person who regards minor difficulties as major, Allah 3# 
will afflict him with major difficulties and problems. 


Wisdom of Sayyiduna Ali 


The following episode illustrates the wisdom and ingenuity of Say- 
yiduna Ali #5. 


Two companions along a journey sat down to eat. One companion 
had five bread rolls and the other had three. A passer by, on the 
invitation of the two companions, joined them. After eating, the 
generous passer-by presented them with eight Dirhams (silver 
coins). 
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The traveller who had three bread rolls requested his companion them. 

to share the money equally between them. The companion refused, . had 
saying that he was entitled to five Dirhams since he had five bread After a year, one of them appeared claiming that his partner ] 
rolls. The other one should receive three Dirhams because he had died. He demanded the return of the money. The lady r efused an 
three rolls. When they could not settle the dispute, they presented reminded him of the condition the two had fixed for the return O 
their case to Sayyiduna Ali Æ who said to the one who had three the Amanat. The man was stubborn in his demand. He refused to 
bread rolls, "What harm is there if you accept this division of three lave. He caused a big disturbance in the neighbourhood, 
and five?" He replied, "I want justice." Sayyiduna Ali said, "If it is complaining loudly. The residents forced the lady to return the 
justice you want, then you take one Dirham and your companion money. Ultimately she relented. 

seven Dirhams." 


After some time the second man appeared and requested the 
The companion with three bread rolls objected. Sayyiduna Ali 4 Amanat. The lady was confused. She explained what had tran- 
spired, but he refused to accept her explanation, saying that she 


commented, "There were eight rolls and three who ate, hence each 
was guilty of violating the agreement. He demanded that she 


person ate one third of the eight rolls. Eight consists of 24 thirds. 
Thus each one ate eight parts. However, his three rolls consists of 9 compensates him since she was at fault. 
parts, After having consumed his 8 parts there remained one part 
of his share. The one with five rolls had 15 parts of which he ate 8, 
leaving behind 7 parts. The 8 Dirhams have therefore to be divided 
in this proportion, the one who contributed one part of his bread 
has to receive one Dirham and the one who contributed 7 parts 
should receive 7 Dirhams." 


The dispute was brought to Sayyiduna Ali 4. After he heard both 
parties, he concluded that the two had tricked the lady. He said to 
the man, "Did the two of you not stipulate that she should hand 
over the Amanat only when both come?" The man readily agreed. 
Sayyiduna Ali æ said, "Your money is by me. Bring your friend 
and collect it.” The device of the fraud was thus unsuccessful. 


Sayyiduna Ali's 4 Intelligence ii 





Two men left a substantial amount of money in the custody of a i 
Quraishi lady. When leaving their Amanat (trust), they instructed | 
her to return it to them only when both call together. Under no 
circumstances was she to hand over the Amanat to only one of 
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An Astonishing Verdict of 
Sayyiduna Ali & 


Rasülullàh & had dispatched Sayyiduna Ali & to Yemen. The peo- 
ple of Yemen had a tradition of digging a ditch in order to trap a 
lion. Once a lion was made to fall into a ditch through various tac- 
tics, they would then hunt it. They once trapped a lion in one such 
ditch. The people gathered around this ditch in such great num- 
bers that it became virtually uncontrollable for those who were on 
the brink to keep balanced. One person ultimately lost his balance 
and was about to fall in the ditch, upon this he held the hand of 
one of the adjacent men (who were watching) and he too lost his 
balance. This second man in turn held the hand of a third man and 
the third the hand of a fourth man. Eventually all four fell into the 
ditch. The lion was still alive and was furious and hence mauled all 
four of them. They all succumbed to their injuries and died imme- 
diately. 


A row then erupted amongst the deceased people's kith and kin as 
to who was responsible for the deaths and who was going to give 
Diyyat (blood money or compensation for manslaughter). The row 
grew more aggressive and swords came out from all sides. Blood 
was about to be spilt! In such a traumatic and delicate circum- 
stance it was Sayyiduna Ali 4 who intervened and after calming 
down the situation gave his verdict. 


The primary responsibility of these deaths lay with the digger of 
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ihe ditch and he would be made to pay Diyyat (blood money). 
They would be compensated in such a manner that the first person 
got a quarter of the blood money, the second person got one third 
of the blood money, the third person got half of the blood money 
and the last got the full amount. When the matter went to the Holy 
Prophet # he approved of it. 


Imam Qurtubi # explains this astonishing verdict of Sayyiduna Ali 
3 in the following words: “All four of the deceased lost their lives 
through manslaughter and the ditch digger was responsible for it. 
However the first person being a victim of the manslaughter was 
also a murderer of the other three persons by pulling their hands 
while falling into the ditch. His blood money would be divided 
into four equal parts and he would get only one and the victims 
get one part each. Similarly, the second person was the murderer 
of two persons and his blood money would be divided into three 
equal parts and he got only one part of it. The third person was the 
murderer of just one person so his blood money would be divided 
into two and hence he gets half of it. The last one was not responsi- 
ble for any further deaths so he would get the whole of the blood 


money.” (Tafseer-e-Qurtubi) 
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Companions of the Holy Prophet 5* 


A Poem Regarding the Sacrifice of the Companions 


The Sahabah $ are those who the Holy Prophet $ saw or they saw 
him, and they took the Shahadah and died as a Muslim. 


For the Deen of Islam, each one of them surely did sacrifice, and 
this is why Allah % gave them the certificate of Paradise. 


They were a group of people the likes of which you won’t now 
find, and they led their lives in a way that’s an example for the 
whole of mankind. 


They gave their health, wealth and time to spread Islam, but they 
also gave the same to defend the Deen and make sure it came to no 
harm. 


Their level of Iman would reach such highs, that Jannah and Jahan- 
nam would come in front of their eyes. 


Look at the lives of Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali 4, who were 
the Khulafa-e-Rashideen, to follow in their footsteps, we should all 
be ready and keen. 


In the Battle of Uhud, Hamzah, Mus'ab and Hanzalah 4, all be- 


came Shaheed, so to have their valour and courage, is something 
we all need. 
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Khadeejah, Aishah, Fatimah or Sumayyah, women should try to be 
like them, or any of the Sahabiyyah. 


Hasan, Husain, Usamah, Salman and Zaid 4, if the youngsters 
copy them, then their future Insha-Allah will be made. 


Abü Hurairah, Abü Darda, Ibn Umar, Ibn Abbas and Ibn Mas'ood 
*, we need to have hunger for Deeni knowledge like them, ‘cos’ 
it's our spiritual food. 


Bilal, Khabbab, Abū Zar, Yasir and Ammar 4, if we undergo their 
sacrifice in life, we'll go very far. 


Khalid, Sa'd and Ja'far $, were all brave and heroic Mujahids, so 
they have to be role models for us and our kids. 


But to try and be like any of the Sahabah, should be our aim and 
measure, because they are the ones who are guaranteed Allah’s 43s 
pleasure. 


Be it the Mujahir of Makkah or the Ansar of Madeenah, if we aim 
to be like them, then Insha-Allah we'll be on the road to Jannah. 


Just like the bright star in the dark sky, is the example of the Saha- 


bah, whoever follows any of them in this world, will reach their 
destination in Akhirah. 
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Sayyiduna Bilal & 
A Poem Regarding Sayyiduna Bilal’s 4s Hardship in the Path of 
Allah 4 


Sayyiduna Bilal was an Ethiopian slave, who accepted Islam, 
because it was Allah’s 3$ pleasure which he did crave. 


But because he became a Muslim, he went through a lot of suffer- 
ing and pain, because his owners would beat him and tie him with 
a chain. 


In beating him the disbelievers would take it in turn, and then 
they'd lie him in the scorching heat for him to burn. 


They'd place a rock on him, as he lay on the burning sand, but he 
wouldn't renounce Islam, which was the disbelievers demand. 


The people would see Sayyiduna Bilal's & state and think he was 
mad, because all he would say was "Ahad! Ahad! Ahad!" 


He wouldn't be affected by the torture or the burning heat, because 
his Iman was so strong and it was Allah 3$ that he wanted to 
please and meet. 


The disbelievers would see Sayyiduna Bilal's & suffering and start 
laughing, but they soon shut up when Sayyiduna Bilal “ had the 
honour of being the Holy Prophet's 4 Muaddhin. 
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Once in his dream, the Prophet & was in Jannah, and he heard 
Sayyiduna Bilal’s 4 footsteps before him, so look how Allah 4 ele- 
vated Sayyiduna Bilal &, and made him an example for every sin- 
gle Muslim. 


He was a slave who wasn’t even an Arab, but he became a very 
eminent famous Sahabi. So when we as Muslims go through any 
suffering, pain or strife, we should take lessons by looking at Sayy- 
iduna Bilal's & life. 


Sayyiduna Salman Al-Farsi 


An Inspiring Journey to Islam 


This is a story of a ‘Seeker of Truth’, set in the days of the past. It is 
of a man who once lived in Persia. To begin with, from his own 
words: 


I grew up in the town of Isfahan in Persia in the village of Jayyan. 

My father was the Dihqàn or chief of the village. He was the 

richest person there and had the biggest house in his area. 

Since I was a child, my father loved me, more than he loved any 
others. As time went by, his love for me became so strong and 
overpowering that he feared to lose me or have anything happen 
to me. So he kept me at home, a real prisoner, in the same way that 
young girls were kept. 


became devoted to the Magian religion so much so that I attained 
the position of custodian of the fire which we worshipped. My 
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duty was to see that the flames of the fire remained burning and 
that it did not go out for a single hour, day or night. 


My father had a vast estate which yielded an abundant supply of 
crops. He himself looked after the estate and the harvest. One day 
he was very busy with his duties as chief of the village and he said 
to me, "My son, as you see, I am too busy to go out to the estate 
now. Go and look after matters for me today." 


On my way to the estate, I passed a Christian church and the 
voices of prayer attracted my attention. I did not know anything 
about Christianity or about the followers of any other religion 
throughout the time my father kept me in the house away from 
people. When I heard the voices of the Christians I entered the 
church to see what they were doing. I was impressed by their 
manner of praying and felt drawn to their religion. "By God," I 
said, "This is better than ours. I shall not leave them until the sun 
sets.” 


I asked and was told that the Christian religion originated in 
Ash-Sham (Greater Syria). I did not go to my father’s estate that 
day and at night I returned home. My father met me and asked 
what I had done. I told him about my meeting with the Christians 
and how I was impressed by their religion. He was dismayed and 
said, “My son, there is nothing good in that religion. Your religion 
and the religion of your forefathers is better.” “No, their religion is 
better than ours." I insisted. 
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My father became upset and afraid that I would leave our religion. 
5o he kept me locked up in the house and put a chain on my feet. I 
managed however to send a message to the Christians asking them 
to inform me of any caravan going to Syria. Before long they got in 
touch with me and told me that a caravan was heading for Syria. I 
managed to unfetter myself and in disguise accompanied the 
caravan to Syria. There, I asked who was the leading person in the 
Christian religion and was directed to the Bishop of the church. I 
went up to him and said, “I want to become a Christian and would 
like to attach myself to your service, learn from you and pray with 


" 


you. 


The bishop agreed and I entered the church in his service. I soon 
found out, however, that the man was corrupt. He would order his 
followers to give money in charity while holding out the promise 
of blessings to them. When they gave anything to spend in the way 
of God, however, he would hoard it for himself and not give 
anything to the needy and poor. In this way he amassed a vast 
quantity of gold. When the bishop died and the Christians 
gathered to bury him, I told them of his corrupt practices and at 
their request, showed them where he kept their donations. When 
they saw the large jars filled with gold and silver they said, “By 
God, we shall not bury him." They nailed him on a cross and 
threw stones at him. I continued in the service of the person who 
replaced him. The new bishop was ascetic who longed for the 
Hereafter and engaged in worship day and night. I was greatly 
devoted to him and spent a long time in his company. 

After his death, this man 'the seeker of truth" attached himself to 


various Christian religious figures, in Mosul, Nisibis and 
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elsewhere. The last one had told him about the appearance of a 
man of God in the land of the Arabs who had a reputation of strict 
honesty, one who would accept a gift but would never consume 
charity for himself. The man ‘the seeker of truth’ continues his 


story. 


A group of Arab leaders from the Kalb tribe passed through 
Ammuriyah and I asked them to take me with them to the land of 
the Arabs in return for whatever money I had. They agreed andI 
paid them. When we reached Wadi Al-Qura (the place between 
Madeenah and Syria), they broke their agreement and sold me to a 
Jew. I worked as a servant for him and eventually he sold me to a 
nephew of his, belonging to the tribe of Banu Qurayzah. This 
nephew took me with him to Yathrib, the city of Palm trees. 


At that time the ‘Man of God’ was inviting his people in Makkah 
to Islam, but I did not hear anything about him then because of the 
harsh duties which slavery imposed upon me. 


When the ‘Man of God’ reached Yathrib, I was in fact at the top of 
a palm tree belonging to my master doing some work. My master 
was sitting under the tree. A nephew of his came up and said, 
"May God declare war on the Aws and Khazraj (the two main 
Arab tribes of Yathrib). By God they are now gathering at Quba to 
meet a man.” 


I felt hot flushes as soon as I heard these words and I began to 
shiver so violently that I was afraid that I might fall on top of my 
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master. I quickly got down from the tree and spoke to my master’s 
nephew, “What did you say, repeat those words to me.” My 
master was very angry and gave me a terrible blow. “What does 
this matter to you? Go back to what you were doing,” he shouted. 


That evening I took some dates that I had gathered and went to the 
place where the ‘Man of God’ had arrived. I went up to him and 
said, “I have heard that you are a righteous man and you have 
companions with you who are strangers and are in need. Here is 
something from me as Sadaqah (charity). I see that you are more 

deserving for it than others.” The ‘Man of God’ ordered his 

companions to eat but he himself did not eat from it. I gathered 

some dates and when the ‘Man of God’ left Quba for Madeenah, I 

went to him and said, “I noticed that you did not eat from the 

charity I gave. This however is a gift for you.” Of this gift of dates, 

both he and his companions ate. 


The strict honesty of the "Man of God' was one of the characteris- 
tics that led the man (the seeker of truth) to believe in his teachings 
and accept Islam. The "Man of God’ was none other than the final 
Messenger of Allah, Muhammad £. The man ‘seeker of truth’ is 
the illustrious companion of the Holy Prophet $, Sayyiduna 
Salman Al-Farsi 4. 


Sayyiduna Salman Al-Farsi & was released from slavery by the 
Holy Prophet & who paid his Jewish slave owner a stipulated 
price and who himself planted an agreed number of date palms to 
‘eure his freedom. After accepting Islam, Sayyiduna Salman 
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master. I quickly got down from the tree and spoke to my master's 
nephew, "What did you say, repeat those words to me." My 
master was very angry and gave me a terrible blow. “What does 
this matter to you? Go back to what you were doing," he shouted. 


That evening I took some dates that I had gathered and went to the 
place where the ‘Man of God’ had arrived. I went up to him and 
said, “I have heard that you are a righteous man and you have 
companions with you who are strangers and are in need. Here is 
something from me as Sadaqah (charity). I see that you are more 

deserving for it than others.” The ‘Man of God’ ordered his 

companions to eat but he himself did not eat from it. I gathered 

some dates and when the "Man of God' left Quba for Madeenah, I 

went to him and said, ^I noticed that you did not eat from the 

charity I gave. This however is a gift for you." Of this gift of dates, 

both he and his companions ate. 


The strict honesty of the "Man of God' was one of the characteris- 
tics that led the man (the seeker of truth) to believe in his teachings 
and accept Islam. The "Man of God’ was none other than the final 
Messenger of Allah, Muhammad $. The man ‘seeker of truth’ is 
the illustrious companion of the Holy Prophet &, Sayyiduna 
Salman Al-Farsi &. 


Sayyiduna Salman Al-Farsi & was released from slavery by the 
Holy Prophet & who paid his Jewish slave owner a stipulated 
price and who himself planted an agreed number of date palms to 
‘ecure his freedom. After accepting Islam, Sayyiduna Salman 
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Al-Farsi $ would say when asked whose son he was, "I am 
Salman, the son of Islam from the children of Adam.” 


Sayyiduna Salman Al-Farsi & was to play an important role in the 
struggles of the growing Muslim state. At the Battle of the Trench, 
he proved to be an innovatory military strategist. He suggested 
digging a ditch or Khandaq around Madeenah to keep the 
Quraysh army at bay. When Abu Sufyan (not yet a Muslim), the 
leader of the Makkans, saw the ditch, he said, “This strategy has 
not been employed by the Arabs before.” 


Sayyiduna Salman Al-Farsi Æ became known as “Salman the 
Good". He was a scholar who lived a rough and ascetic life. He 
had one cloak which he wore and on which he slept. He would not 
seek the shelter of a roof but stayed under a tree or against a wall. 
A man once said to him, “Shall I not build you a house in which to 
live?” "I have no need for a house,” he replied. The man persisted 
and said, “I know the type of house that would suit you." 
| "Describe it to me,” said Sayyiduna Salman Al-Farsi 4. “I shall 
build you a house which if you stand up in it, its roof will hurt 
your head and if you stretch your legs the wall will hurt them." 





Later, as a governor of Al-Mada'in near Baghdad, Sayyiduna 
Salman Al-Farsi # received a salary of five thousand Dirhams. 
This he would distribute as Sadagah. He lived from the work of his 
own hands. When some people came to Mada’in and saw him 
working in the palm groves, they said, “You are the leader here 
and your sustenance is guaranteed yet you do this work!” “I like to 
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eat from the work of my own hands,” he replied. Sayyiduna 
Salman Al-Farsi $ however was not extreme in his asceticism. 


It is related that he once visited Sayyiduna Abu Darda 4» with 
whom the Holy Prophet had joined in brotherhood. He found 
Sayyiduna Abu Darda’s wife in a miserable state and he asked, 
“What is the matter with you?” “Your brother has no need of any- 
thing in this world,” she replied. When Sayyiduna Abu Darda 4 
came, he welcomed Sayyiduna Salman Al-Farsi Z& and gave him 
food. Sayyiduna Salman Al-Farsi & told him to eat but Sayyiduna 
Abū Darda 4 said, “I am fasting." “I swear to you that I shall not 

eat until you eat also,” said Sayyiduna Salman Al-Farsi 4. Sayy- 

iduna Salman Al-Farsi & spent the night there as well. During the 

night, Sayyiduna Abū Darda & got up but Sayyiduna Salman Al- 

Farsi & got hold of him and said, “O Abu Darda, your Lord has a 

right over you, your family has a right over you, give to each its 

due." In the morning, they prayed together and then went out to 

meet the Holy Prophet &. The Holy Prophet # supported Sayy- 

idunà Salman Al-Farsi & in what he had said. 


Sayyidunà Salman Al-Farsi 4& might easily have been a major 
figure in the sprawling Persain Empire of his time because of the 
influential household in which he grew up. His search for truth 
however led him, even before the Holy Prophet # had appeared, 
to renounce a comfortable and affluent life and even to suffer the 
humiliation of slavery. According to the most reliable account, he 
died in the year 35 Hijri. 


a" 


<< 


Heroes of Islam Sayyiduna Hudhayfah Ibn Yaman 4 





Sayyiduna Hudhayfah Ibn Yaman 


Love for Sunnah 


Sayyiduna Hudhayfah Ibn Yaman æ was a Sahabi who gave his 
life for the Holy Prophet & and was also one to whom the Holy 
Prophet & told his secrets. He was therefore famously known as 
the Holy Prophet's & secret carrier. 


Persia was a superpower at the time and their way of life was 
famous all over the world. Although the Romans were also a 
superpower during those times, the people of Persia were 
famously known for their cleanliness. 


It was at the time when the Muslim army was about to attack the 
Persian army that the Persians invited the Muslims to talks. 
Amongst the people that went for the talks was Sayyiduna 
Hudhayfah 4. When they arrived, the Persians had some food 
prepared for them to eat, so the Muslims sat down to eat. As they 
were eating, a morsel of food slipped from Sayyiduna Hudhay- 
fah's & hand and fell down. 


The teaching of the Holy Prophet & is that when this happens, a 
person should pick up the food, clean it, recite Bismillah and eat it 
because it is not known in which morsel the blessings of the food is 
found. As he bent down to pick it up, another person knocked his 
elbow to ask him what he was doing because he was not to do that 
in the presence of the Persians who would think that it was a dirty 
thing to do. 
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The person felt that the Persians would think that the Muslims are 
ill mannered people who do not know how to eat or people who 
do not have such good food, because of which they wish to pick it 
up. He was therefore telling Sayyiduna Hudhayfah to leave the 
food for once. 


Now listen to the unique reply that Sayyiduna Hudhayfah # gave 
him. He said, “Should I leave out the Sunnah of Rasulullah # for 
the sake of these fools?” 


He did not care what the Persians thought about his action, 
whether they would laugh, mock or feel bad about it. He could not 
leave out the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet & and therefore picked 
up the morsel, cleaned it, recited Bismillah and ate it. 


We must also teach these examples to others and always practice 
onthe Sunnah no matter how embarrassing it may seem. 


When Sayyiduna Hudhayfah # and Sayyiduna Rib'ee Ibn Amir $ 
went to attend the talks with the Persians and were entering the 
palace, Sayyiduna Rib'ee 4 was still wearing his old clothing, 


* which may also have been untidy after a long journey. 


When he reached the gates of the palace, the doormen stopped him 
saying, “You cannot go and see our king looking like that!” They 
gave Sayyiduna Rib'ee 4 a long garment to wear. To this Sayy- 
iduna Rib'ee 4 said, “If I have to wear that to see your king, then I 
| rather not go and if I have to go, then I will go in my own 
Clothing. If he does not wish to see me in these clothes, then I do 
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not wish to see him either. I shall then rather go back.” us all as well or you stand like the rest of us." This made the king 


furious and he gave the command that Sayyiduna Rib'ee + be sent 
away with a pot of sand on his head. Sayyiduna Rib'ee took the 
sand and put it on his head. As he left, he said to the king, ^You 
have already given us the sand of your territory." 


The doorman then sent a message saying that strange people have 
arrived who do not want to wear our clothing to enter. As he 
waited, Sayyiduna Rib'ee 4 started to mend the strips of cloth that 
covered the broken parts of his sword. Looking at the sword, the 


doorman said, “May I have a look at that sword?” When The Persians were very superstitious people and every little 
Sayyidund Rib'ee & handed it over to him, the doorman laughed, statement worried them. They therefore thought it is a terrible 
“Are you going to conquer Persia with that?" Sayyiduna Rib'ee 4 thing that they had given their land away to the Muslims. The king 
said, "You have only seen the sword but have not seen the arm therefore sent someone to get the pot back. How could he get it 
that uses the sword.” back from someone like Sayyiduna Rib'ee 4! Sayyiduna Rib’ee 2 

got away with the sand because Allah 3€ had already decided that 
"Then show me your arm,” the doorman said. “If you want to see the Muslims should free the land of the Persians. 


my arm,’ Sayyiduna Rib'ee 4 said, “You must fetch the strongest 
shield you have.” The doorman then brought an iron shield that 
they knew could never be damaged by a sword. “Now bring 
someone to hold it,” Sayyiduna Rib'ee 4 said. When one of the 
soldiers held the shield, Sayyiduna Rib’ee struck it so forcefully 
with his sword that the shield broke into two pieces. The soldiers 


Sayyiduna Mus'ab Ibn Umayr 


Sacrifice 


Sayyiduna Mus'ab Ibn Umair 4 was brought up with great love 
and affection by his wealthy parents. Before becoming a Muslim, 
he lived in luxury and comfort. It is said that he was the most well i 
dressed youth in Makkah. In fact, his parents would buy him 
outfits worth two hundred Dirhams. He became a Muslim in the 
early days of Islam, without his parents knowing. When they came 
to know of it, they tied him with a rope and compelled him to stay 


at home. He got an opportunity to escape and migrated to 
Ethiopia. 


watching were stunned and sent a message inside the palace that 
such strange people have come who break shields in half with 
their swords. 


It was the custom of the Persians that the king usually sat on a 
throne while everyone else stood. However, when Sayyiduna 
Rib'ee 4 arrived he said, "We do what our beloved Prophet & 
taught us and amongst his teachings were that one person cannot 
be sitting while others stood and spoke. Either you have chairs for On aye 

retur from Ethiopia, he migrated again to Madeenah. So a 
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person like him, brought up in luxury and comfort, was now living 
a simple and hard life. The Holy Prophet && was once sitting with 
the Sahabah 4 when Sayyiduna Mus'ab 4 passed in front of him. 
He had only one sheet of garment to clothe his body and this also 
had many patches. One of the patches was of leather. With tears in 
his eyes, the Holy Prophet & spoke about Sayyiduna Mus'ab's & 
life of luxury before Islam. 


In the battle of Uhud, Sayyiduna Mus'ab # held the flag of Islam. 
When the Muslims started to suffer defeat and were running about 
in confusion, he held the flag and stood at his post like a rock. An 
enemy came out and cut his hand with a sword, so that the flag 
may fall and the defeat may be accomplished. He at once took the 
flag in the other hand. The enemy then cut the other hand also. He 
held the flag to his chest with the help of his bleeding arms. The 
enemy at last pierced his body with an arrow. Only then did he fall 
to his death and with him the flag also fell which he had not 
allowed to fall while he was alive. Another Muslim ran and took 
the flag, 


At the time of his burial, he had only one sheet to cover his body. 
This sheet was too short for his size. When it was pulled to cover 
the head, the feet would be exposed, and when it was pulled to 
cover his feet, the head would become uncovered. The Holy 


Prophet & said, “Cover his head with the sheet and his feet with 
grass.” 


Such was the end of the youngster who was brought up in luxury 
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and comfort. The person who used to wear clothing worth two 
hundred Dirhams does not have sufficient cloth to cover his dead 
body! Look with what courage he tried to keep the flag up and did 
not allow it to fall till he was martyred. This is the miracle of Imān. 

Once Iman enters a person, it makes him forget everything else, 

whether it is wealth, luxury or life itself. 


May Allah & grant us the ability to follow in the footsteps of the 
Sahabah $ and may Allah 3& enlighten their graves with Noor. 
Ameen! 


Sayyiduna Salamah Ibn Akwa = 


The Brave Youth 


Sayyiduna Salamah Ibn Akwa 4» was a Sahabi of the Holy Prophet 
&. He was very active and alert, he was also an expert archer. One 
day an interesting event occurred. On the outskirts of Madeenah 
there was a jungle called Ghaba, where the camels of the Holy 
Prophet & grazed. Some robbers attacked and killed the shepherd 
and stole the camels. All this occurred in the last portion of the 
night just before true dawn. Sayyiduna Salamah Ibn Akwa # took 
his bow and arrows and set off for the jungle before Fajr Salah, 
when someone informed him of this event. 


Sayyiduna Salamah Æ immediately ascended a mountain and 


faced towards Madeenah proclaiming, “Dacoits (robbers) have at- 
tacked! Come quick to the rescue!” 
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Upon making this announcement, Sayyiduna Salamah set off in 
pursuit of the robbers on his own. He reached them quickly and 
shot off a valley of arrows, reciting the following, “I am Ibn Akwa, 
and today is the day when you will remember your nursing days!” 


The aim of Sayyiduna Salamah Æ was flawless, achieving success 
at every strike, either wounding or killing his targets. At first the 
robbers were under the impression that they were being attacked 
by a group of Muslims, and they bolted with terror. It was only 
sometime later that they realised they were being followed by only 
one youth. 


The robbers tried to capture him but as anyone of them turned 
around, Sayyiduna Salamah 4 would hide behind a rock or tree 
and strike at the horse of his pursuer, thereby wounding it. The 
robbers would then flee in terror. 


Sayyiduna Salamah 4 relentlessly pursued them. They were so 
frightened that they left the camels of the Holy Prophet # behind 
and ran to save their lives. They even abandoned their excess 
luggage and weapons. They abandoned 30 cloaks and 30 spears. 

The robbers sought the assistance of another group of robbers. 
They were now prepared to attack Sayyiduna Salamah &. 
Sayyiduna Salamah Æ climbed a mountain and called out, “I am 
Ibn Akwa! I take an oath on that Being Who has granted the 
honour to Muhammad & that none of you will be able to catch me, 
and I can get any one of you I desire!" 
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The robbers were struck with terror and they halted. Sayyidunā 
Salamah 4 stalled them by talking, awaiting some assistance from 
Madeenah. Within a short time he noticed a group of horsemen of 
Sahabah & who were coming to his assistance. 


As they reached an opening, a battled ensued. After a while the 
leader of the robbers was killed and the rest of them fled. 
Sayyiduna Salamah # once again chased them. He remained at 
their heels until the evening. The robbers stopped at the oasis to 
drink some water. When they saw Sayyiduna Salamah # gaining 
on them they fled in fear and terror without having taken any 
water, 


One of their men lagged behind. Sayyiduna Salamah # ran behind 
him and released an arrow, proclaiming, “I am Ibn Akwa! Today is 
the day of destruction for the evil!” The arrow struck the man's 
shoulder who cried out in pain, “Are you the same Ibn Akwa of 
this morning?” 


Thereafter, Sayyiduna Salamah 4 seized two horses of the robbers 
and presented himself before the Holy Prophet & where he noted 
that the Sahabah had gathered the cloaks and spears abandoned 
by the robbers and the camels of the Holy Prophet #. Sayyiduna 
Bilal & slaughtered one of the camels and was roasting its liver 
and hump for the Holy Prophet &. 


Sayyiduna Salamah 4 requested the Holy Prophet &&, “Depute 100 
men with me and we will pursue the robbers and finish them off!” 
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The Holy Prophet & taking note of his youth and vigour smiled 
and said, “There is no need for further chasing. Those people must 
have reached their tribe by now!” 


They rested for the night, and when they set off the next morning 
towards Madeenah, the Holy Prophet % granted Sayyiduna 
Salamah the honour of sitting with him on his camel. 



















Sayyiduna Saeed Ibn Amir +$ 


A Just Pious Ruler 


It has been related that Sayyiduna Umar # appointed Saeed Ibn 
Amir as the governor of Hims. When Sayyiduna Umar .4: visited 
the region, he said, “O people of Hims! How do you find your 
governor?” They complained to him, saying that they had four 
complaints about him, “He does not come out to us until late in the 
moming,” Sayyiduna Umar 4 said, “That is grave indeed! And 
what else?” "He does not answer anyone during the night." Sayy- 
idunà Umar 4 said, “Grave indeed! And what else?" "One day 
during every month, he does not come out to us!" Sayyiduna 
Umar 4 said, “Grave indeed! And what else?" "Every so often, he 
isina miserable and wretched state.” 


Sayyidunà Umar 4 gathered both Saeed Ibn Amir 4 and those 
who complained about him, in order to issue judgement regarding 
those accusations, which if proven to be true, would prove him to 
bean unfit governor. 
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When Sayyiduna Umar # gathered everyone, he said, “What is 
your complaint regarding him, O people of Hims?” They said, “He 
does not come out to us until late in the morning.” Sayyiduna 
Umar & said, “And what do you say, O Saeed?” Saeed $ said, “By 
Allah &, O Leader of the Believers! Although I hate to mention it, 

my family has no servant. So, I am responsible for making the 

bread (from the early stages of the process to the end), and then I 

make ablution, after which I go out to the people.” 


Sayyiduna Umar 4 said, “And what else do you complain about 
regarding him, O people of Hims?” They said, “He does not 
answer anyone during the night.” Sayyiduna Umar # said, “And 
what do you say, O Saeed?” He said, “Although I hate to mention 
it, O Leader of the Believers! I have indeed made the day for them 
and thenight for Allah 3&." 


“And what else do you complain about regarding him, O people of 
Hims?” They said, “One day during every month, he does not 
come out to us!” “And what do you say O Saeed?” He said, “O 
Leader of the Believers! I have no servant who may wash my gar- 
ment, and I have no other garment to replace it, so I wash it until it 
dries and then I go out to them at the end of the day.” 


Sayyiduna Umar & then asked, “And what else do you complain 
about him, O people of Hims?” They said, “Every so often, he is in 
a miserable and wretched state.” "And what do you say, O 
Saeed?” He said, “I witnessed the death of Khubayb Al-Ansari in 
Makkah, the Quraish cut parts of his flesh into pieces. They then 
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carried him to the root of a tree and crucified him. They said. ‘Do 
you wish that Muhammad was in your place, and that you were 
with your family and with your children?’ He said, ‘By Allah 4, | 
do not wish that I was with my family and my children nor that 
Muhammad & was pricked by a thorn!’ Whenever I remember that 
day and how I did not help him in the state that he was in. I was a 
disbeliever at the time and did not believe in Allah 3£, the 
Almighty, I start to think that Allah 3& will never forgive me for 
that sin, and then I enter into a state of extreme misery.” 


Sayyidunà Umar 2 said, “All praise is to Allah 4, Who has not 
made me fail in my observance.” He then sent for 1,000 Dinars to 
be given to Saeed & and he said, “Use this to help you in your af- 
fait 


Saeed's & wife said, “All praise is for Allah 3, Who has given us 
enough so that we do not need your (i.e. Saeed's 4 work in the 
house) services anymore." He said, "Do you wish for better than 
that? We give it to someone who will bring it to us when we are 
mostin need of it." 


She said, “Yes.” He called someone from his household that he 
trusted in, and he put the money in a bag, saying, "Go with this 
money to the widow of such and such man, with this amount to 
the orphan of such and such parents, with this money to such and 
such poor person, and with this money to such and such person 
who is afflicted.” Very little was left with him, and he said to his 
family, “Spend from this!” He returned to his work, and his wife 
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gid to him one day, “Will you not buy a servant for us! What 
taped to that wealth?” He answered her, saying, “It will come 


you when you are in need of it most!" 


Sayyiduna Abdullah Ibn Abbas 5: 


A Shining Example of Knowledge 


This great Sahabi 4 earned the following Du’as from the Holy 
Prophet & because of the service, honour and respect he showed 
for him, “O’ Allah 3! Bless him with the understanding of Deen 
and the interpretation of the Kitab." (Bukhari) 


Sayyiduna Abdullah Ibn Abbas # had made great strides and 
efforts in acquiring Deeni knowledge. He had also attained a high 
level of humility and modesty. It never occurred to him that he 
should be given preference because he was the cousin of the Holy 
Prophet & and a close family member. 


Had he counted on the fact that he was a close relative of the Holy 
Prophet &, then he would have never attained such high ranks 
purely because of this honour. 


In his quest for knowledge he had undergone such great 
difficulties and toiled so much, that such effort is unheard of in our 
times, amongst our students. His condition was such that 
whenever he required anything from anyone, he would not call 
that person to him, but would go to the person himself. If he 
realised that the person was resting, then he would wrap himself 
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up in his shawl and wait on that person’s doorstep, ignoring the 
dust and sand which settled on his body. 


When the person emerged from his home, he would enquire from 
him what he needed to know. This person would tell him that he is 
the cousin of the Holy Prophet &, and he should not have 
undergone such difficulty. He would tell Sayyiduna Abdullah Ibn 
Abbas that he should have summoned him instead. Sayyiduna 
Abdullah Ibn Abbas æ would say that he is the one seeking 
knowledge; hence he needed to present himself, regardless of 
difficulty. 


Sometimes he would wait for a long time, but he never had the 
notion that the person should abandon his own duties and come to 
him. The fruits of all his effort earned him expertise in the fields of 
Tafseer, Hadeeth, Figh, poetry, speech and many other fields of 
knowledge. 


Despite his young age, he acquired the status of being one of the 
senior Sahabah of the Holy Prophet &. Sayyiduna Umar -# would 
place him amongst the senior Sahabah $ from whom he would 
take advice. 


Sayyiduna Umar Æ was asked as to why he would consult 
Sayyiduna Abdullah Ibn Abbas # inspite of the presence of many 
senior Sahabah 4. He replied, "He is well-spoken, intelligent and 
an intellectual young boy.” 

Abū Saleem # asked Tawoos # why he only referred to this young 
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boy, in the presence of many of the senior Sahabah 4? He replied, 
have seen that many Sahabah $ of the Holy Prophet &, when 
they discuss any Mas'alah, they would refer to him." Allah 3% has 
aso gifted him such that whenever he spoke, he did so in such a 
sweet Way, Where the listener became engrossed. 


He always had a crowd of people surrounding him. He had also 
given his entire life to the imparting of Deeni knowledge. At times 
there would be so many students outside his home, that a 
passer-by would find it difficult. He would satisfy the thirst of 
everyone seeking knowledge with ease and contentment, and none 
would leave disappointed. 


When knowledge and practice enters one's heart, then that heart 
becomes illuminated and shines brightly. Such fear of Allah 3€ 
overwhelms that heart that everything else pales into insignifi- 
cance, 


Syyidunà Abdullah Ibn Abbas # was the cousin of the Holy 
Prophet &, and also from the side of the Holy Prophet's & wife, 
Sayyidah Maymünah & the Holy Prophet & was his maternal un- 
de (the Holy Prophet & was the husband of his mother's sister). 
(Seeratus-Sahabah) 


He remained in the service of the Holy Prophet & during his 
childhood, where he displayed a great degree of love and affection. 
He never remained behind in inviting people towards Islam. 

Even though he had attained a high rank and status, his eyes were 
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always wet with the tears shed in fear of Allah 3. 


Having spent his entire life from childhood to old age in the 
service of Deen, this great servant of Islam was finally laid to rest 
inthe year 68 AH. He had reaped the rewards of sacrifice for Islam 
and the Holy Prophet &. Through constant fear of Allah 3& he had 
attained a high level of Taqwa and purity. When he was finally 
laid to rest in his grave a voice from the unseen called out, “O 
contented soul! Return to your Lord, pleased with Him & He 
pleased with you.” (89:27-30) 


Sayyiduna Hasan and Husain # 


Generosity 


Abul Hasan Madaini $ relates that once, Sayyiduna Hasan 2, Say- 
yidunà Husain 4 and Sayyiduna Abdullah Ibn Ja'far 2 were go- 
ing for Hajj. The camels carrying their provisions were lost on the 
way and they continued their journey without food or drink. They 
came upon a Bedouin tent, in which there sat an old woman, and 
on asking her, if she had anything to drink, she said that she had. 
So they dismounted from their camels. The old woman had only 
one she-goat, which was very thin and lean. She asked them to 
milk it and share the milk among themselves. They did so and 
drank its milk dividing it among themselves. Then they asked the 
old woman if she had anything to eat and she said, “I have got this 
she-goat only, but if you slaughter it, I shall cook its meat for you.” 


They slaughtered the goat, which the woman cooked and served to 
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iem. They ate to their fill and in the evening when they were go- 
ing to Start their journey, they said to her, "We are Hashimites and 
ye are going for Hajj; when after Hajj, we get back to Madeenah 
afeand sound, do visit us there, we shall repay you for your hos- 
pitality, Insha-Allah." After they had departed, the old woman's 
husband came back home from the forest, and she told him all 
about the guests from the Banu Hashim. 


He was angry and scolded at her saying, you slaughtered your 
goat for strangers; you don’t know who they were and where they 
came from. How do we know they were Hashimites?” He was si- 
lent after rebuking her. 


Inthe course of time, the old man and his wife became very poor 
and went to Madeenah to look for some odd jobs to earn their liv- 
ing. During the day, they used to gather dried camel dung (which 
was used as fuel), which they sold in the evening, thus earning 
themselves a bare living. 


One day the old woman was gathering some camel dung as usual 
when she passed in front of the house of Sayyiduna Hasan + who 
sawher and, recognising her, sent his servant to invite her to come 
into his house. When she came, Sayyiduna Hasan 4» said to her, 
‘Do you know me?" When she said that she didn’t, he replied, “I 
am your guest who drank the milk of your she-goat and then 
slaughtered it to eat its meat.” The old woman still did not 
recognise him and said, “My Lord! Are you the same person ?” He 
‘gain told her that he was the same guest and ordered his men to 
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buy a thousand goats for her, which were immediately purchased 
and gifted to the old lady, together with a thousand Dinars (gold 
coins) in cash. Sayyiduna Hasan # then sent her, in company with 
his servants, to his younger brother, Sayyiduna Husain æ who 
asked her how much his elder brother had given her in return for 
her hospitality and, when he was told about it, he also gave her a 
thousand goats and a thousand Dinars in cash. 


Sayyiduna Husain 4 sent her, in turn, to Sayyiduna Abdullah Ibn 
Ja'far 4 who, when he learnt what the two brothers had gifted her, 
gave her two thousand goats and two thousand Dinars in cash, 
sying, "If you had come to me before going to Sayyiduna Hasan 
&, | would have given you even more money in reward.” The old 
woman went to her husband with four thousand goats and four 
thousand Dinars and said to him, "Here is something in return for 
our thin and weak goat." (Ihyà ul Uloom) 


Salim Ibn Abdullah && 


Only One Door 


Salim $ was the grandson of Sayyiduna Umar Farooq +. He was 
near the Ka'bah one day when he met Hisham Ibn Abdul Malik, 
who was the king of the time. Hisham greeted Salim = and said, 
“Please tell me if there is anything that you need and I will see that 
it is done.” Salim # said, "O' Hisham! I feel ashamed to ask from 
anyone else when I am right in front of Allah’s 48 house. Our re- 
spect for Allah 3$ does not allow us to stretch our hands before 
anyone else but Allah $6.” Hisham could say nothing and kept si- 
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Iso happened that Salim # left the Haram at the same time that 
Hisham did. When Hisham saw Salim && outside, he came close 
and asked, “You may now tell me how I can be of service to you.” 
However, Salim # said, “Tell me what it is I can ask from you? 
Can lask for Deen or for something of this world?" 

Hisham knew well that as far as Deen was concerned, Salim a was 
oe of the greatest scholars of the time. He therefore said, “You 

may ask me for something of this world.” Salim # immediately 

said, “Ihave never asked for anything of this world even from 

Allah &. How can I then ask it from you?!” 


Hisham was shocked to learn that there really are people who ask 
al their needs only from Allah 4%. The truth is that people who 
know how to ask from Allah 3 will never stretch their hands out 


before people. 


Muhammad Ibn Qasim & 


Muhammad Ibn Qasim Ẹ was born in the city of Taif. His father 
was Qasim Ibn Yusuf who passed away when Muhammad Ibn 
Qisim $ was very young, leaving his mother in care of his educa- 
tion. His paternal uncle, Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf Ath-Thagafi, an Umay- 
yad Governor, was very instrumental in teaching Muhammad Ibn 
(sim $ about warfare and governance. He married his cousin 
Zubaidah, Hajjāj's daughter, shortly before going to Sindh (in 
modem day India). His conquest of Sindh and Punjab laid the 
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foundations of Islamic rule in the Indian subcontinent. 


When Muhammad Ibn Qasim # attacked and conquered Sindh he 
was only seventeen years old and a General for the Umayyad 
Caliphate, Usually children at that age cannot even run a house 
properly, let alone an army! He was however the commander of 
the Muslim army that came to defeat the powerful army of Rajah 
Dahir. 


The armies of Muhammad Ibn Qasim # and Rajah Dahir met ona 
vast battlefield and after a hard fight, the army of Muhammad Ibn 
Qasim $ defeated the enemy on the strength of their Iman. 


It is written in the books of history that when some thieves from 
Rajah Dahir's men looted a caravan of Muslim women, one of the 
women called out, “Help us!” “Help us!” Muhammad Ibn Qasim 
# said, “Iam at your service, my sister!” It was therefore in reply 
to this call that Muhammad Ibn Qasim # led the Muslim army 
against Rajah Dahir. After defeating Rajah Dahir, Muhammad Ibn 
Qasim $ did not stop but marched forward up to Multan to make 
sure that Islam reached there as well. 
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four eminent successors of the Holy Prophet & are well known to 
te world. After them Umar Ibn Abdul Aziz $$ was a very promi- 
nent Caliph. 


Historian’s Estimate 

The historians call him ‘Umar the Second’. Some historians are of 
the opinion that he should be ranked among the Khulafa-e- 
Rishideen in view of his personal virtues and attributes, zeal for 
propagating the cause of religion and enthusiastic efforts towards 
theestablishment of an Islamic order. 


When he became Caliph, Muslim power was at its zenith. On the 
«msn of an Eid which fell during his reign, the well-to-do 
Muslims demonstrated a spirit of joy. All the people, rich and the 
poor, got costly garments prepared and indulged in ostentation 
and show. On seeing this, the sons of Ameerul-Mu’mineen Umar 
bn Abdul Aziz $, followed suit. They appeared before their 
nother and said, “Dear mother! Tomorrow will be Eid. All the 
pople are getting new dresses prepared for their children. We 
hayenota single cloth which is free from patches. Please get some 
rew clothes for us. It is not proper for us to celebrate Eid in these 


ragged clothes.” 


The mother tried all night to discourage them, but in vain. Their 
"may grew beyond measure. The mother of the children 
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foundations of Islamic rule in the Indian subcontinent. 


When Muhammad Ibn Qasim Ẹ attacked and conquered Sindh he 
was only seventeen years old and a General for the Umayyad 
Caliphate, Usually children at that age cannot even run a house 
properly, let alone an army! He was however the commander of 
the Muslim army that came to defeat the powerful army of Rajah 
Dahit. 


The armies of Muhammad Ibn Qasim # and Rajah Dahir met on a 
vast battlefield and after a hard fight, the army of Muhammad Ibn 
Qasim # defeated the enemy on the strength of their Iman. 


Tt is written in the books of history that when some thieves from 
Rajah Dahir’s men looted a caravan of Muslim women, one of the 
women called out, “Help us!” “Help us!” Muhammad Ibn Qasim 
# said, “lam at your service, my sister!” It was therefore in reply 
to this call that Muhammad Ibn Qasim # led the Muslim army 
against Rajah Dahir. After defeating Rajah Dahir, Muhammad Ibn 
Qasim # did not stop but marched forward up to Multan to make 
sure that Islam reached there as well. 
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Umar Ibn Abdul Aziz & 


Caliph’s Eid 


four eminent successors of the Holy Prophet & are well known to 
he world. After them Umar Ibn Abdul Aziz # was a very promi- 
nent Caliph, 


Historian’s Estimate 

The historians call him ‘Umar the Second’. Some historians are of 
the opinion that he should be ranked among the Khulafa-e- 
Rishideen in view of his personal virtues and attributes, zeal for 
propagating the cause of religion and enthusiastic efforts towards 
theestablishment of an Islamic order. 


When he became Caliph, Muslim power was at its zenith. On the 
«msn of an Eid which fell during his reign, the well-to-do 
Muslims demonstrated a spirit of joy. All the people, rich and the 
poor, got costly garments prepared and indulged in ostentation 
and show. On seeing this, the sons of Ameerul-Mu’mineen Umar 
bn Abdul Aziz €, followed suit. They appeared before their 
nother and said, “Dear mother! Tomorrow will be Eid. All the 
pople are getting new dresses prepared for their children. We 
hayenot a single cloth which is free from patches. Please get some 
new dothes for us. It is not proper for us to celebrate Eid in these 


ragged clothes.” 


Te mother tried all night to discourage them, but in vain. Their 
dstinacy grew beyond measure. The mother of the children 
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| Fatimah, went to the Caliph. The Caliph sat on a prayer mat wear- 
ing worn out clothes. He was absorbed in prayers in a most 
submissive manner with tears in his eyes and his beard wet. 


Fatimah, the Caliph’s wife was much impressed by this scene. In a 
very sympathetic tone she said, "Ameerul-Mu'mineen! It is Eid 
today, All the people are rejoicing while you are weeping on this 
occasion.” The Caliph replied, “Full month of Ramadhan has 
passed. What a blessed month it was! What a good opportunity for 
righteousness and piety was given to us. I am not sure if we have 
derived enough benefit from this golden opportunity to correct 
ourselves. Have we gathered as much virtues as could be sufficient 
lo save us from the accountability before Allah 3#? I think I have 
missed the whole Ramadhan.” As soon as he uttered these words 
he became unconscious. Although he was the Ameerul-Mu'mineen 
he had neither perfume nor rose-water in his house. Water was 

sprinkled over him to bring him to his senses, he enquired of his 

wife, Fatimah, as to why she had come to him. 


Fatimah replied, “The children did not let me sleep throughout the 
night. They have been insisting on having new clothes for Eid. 
Their argument is that as they are the sons of Ameerul-Mu’mineen, 
it is not right for them to celebrate Eid in old clothes while the 
people in general will be celebrating Eid in glittering costumes. 


This has compelled me to approach you and put my request to 
you.” 






The Caliph said. ^ 
€ Caliph said, “You too, pretend to be ignorant. Where is the 
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nj lo make them garments with? As you are well aware, I get 
qo Dirhams daily from state treasury, which can hardly suf- 
fout daily needs. How can I afford to arrange for new clothes?” 


gimah replied, "You are Ameerul-Mu'mineen, after all the treas- 
sin your hands. You may take money out of it.” The Caliph 
aij, "What is in the treasury is not mine but belongs to all the 
\usims. Lam nothing but a trustee. I cannot take any thing with- 
wt their permission. Do you desire that I am blamed for the 
darge of mistrust for fulfilling the desire of my sons and make 
nyslíliable to the punishment of the Hereafter?” 


Zainul Abideen & 


lini Abideen # said, “Some people worship Allah 4% because of 
far, This is the Ibadah of slaves. Some worship Him because of 
lar desire for Thawab, this is the Ibadah of the traders. Some 
worship Him in gratitude for His bounties. This is the Ibadah of 
fred slaves.” 


Charity in Concealment 

liy poor and destitute people were obtaining their needs 
without being aware of their benefactor. Zainul Abideen 4 
esed great care to conceal his acts of charity. He arranged for 
tis haritable contributions to be delivered to the poor during the 
ight 

‘concealed his charity so much that some people being unaware 
“his generosity branded him a miser. Only when he died was it 
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discovered that a hundred families were secretly supported by 
him. These families too were not aware who their benefactor was, 
while Zainul Abideen was alive. 


Refrain from the Friendship of 4 People 
Bagir # narrates, “My father (Zainul Abideen ®) instructed me not 
to associate with four types of people: 


1) A Fasiq (transgressor) - He will betray you for a morsel of food. 
2) A liar - He will deceive you. 


3) A foolish man - He will harm you even if he does something 
with a good intention. 


4) A person who severs family ties - He is described as Mal’oon 
(accursed) in three places of the Holy Qur’an.” 


Zainul Ábideen's  Du’a 
"0' Allah 3 I seek Your protection from my outward appearance 
being pious to people while my heart is corrupt." 


Zainul Abideen's & Tolerance 

Once a slave of Zainul Abideen & was bringing a pot of steaming 
hot food from the stove for the guest. The pot accidently fell from 
the slave's hands onto Zainul Abideen's & baby son. As a result of 
the accident, the child immediately died. Spontaneously Zainul 
Abideen # set the slave free and commented, “He did not do it 
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glbeately" He then commenced preparation for the Kafn 


giroud) and Dafn (burial) of his son. 


pinl Abideen’s Generosity 

Me Zainul Abideen È went to visit Muhammad Ibn Usama. On 
sing Zainul Abideen & he broke down crying. When Zainul 
{tiden # asked him for the reason of his grief, he replied that he 
vasin debt. 


Lini Abideen # asked, “How much is your debt?" Muhammad 
in Usima replied, “Fifteen thousand Dinar." Zainul Abideen # 
ait, ‘Payment of your debt is my responsibility." 


Tie Fire of AKhirah 
Owe the house of Zainul Abideen # was on fire while he was in 
slih The people shouted, “O son of Rasülullah &$! Your house is 


onfire!” 


However, Zainul Abideen was fully engaged in his Salah. He 
wisoblivious to the fire and the shouts of the people. He remained 
in Salah until the fire died out. When people asked him about his 
thiviousness, he said, “The fire of the Akhirah has made me 


iblvious to the fire of this world.” 


\ho was Zainul Abideen $? 
Lini Abideen & was the son of Sayyiduna Husain æ, who was 


‘eso of Sayyiduna Ali 4, who was the son-in-law of Rasulullah 
4 
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«y he The man said, “But heed to this, indeed my daughter 
mm 


Thabit Ibn Nu’man “= „pind, she does not see, mute, she does not speak, deaf, she does 


" 
qot hear. 





One of our pious predecessors, Thabit Ibn Nu’man 5$, was hungry 

and tired as he was passing through a garden that bordered a pitit È began to ponder over his situation, a difficult predica- 
river. He VES ED hungry to the extent that he could hear his yestindeed did he find himself to be in now; what should he do? 
stomach growling, and his eyes became focused on the fruits he fon get out of it, thought Thabit #, for he realised that to be 
saw on various trees of the garden. In a fit of desperation, he forgot wtedby such a woman, to take care of her, and to serve her, are 
himself and extended his hand to an apple that was within reach. sJiete than to eat from the foul matter of the Hellfire as a recom- 


He ate half of it and then drank water from the river. Then he yeehrtheapple that he ate. And after all, the days of this world 
became overcome by guilt, despite the fact that he had only eaten yefew and limited. 


because of dire need. He said to himself, “Woe unto me! How can! 


eat someone else's fruits without his permission? I make it compul- 4nd so he accepted the condition to marry the girl, seeking the 
sory upon myself not to leave this place until I find the owner of BIDUO was nonetheless somewhat amdotusiu 
this garden and ask him to forgive me for having eaten one of his te days prior to the marriage. He thought, how can I have 
agp rations with a woman who neither speaks nor sees nor hears? He 
, kame so miserable that he almost wished for the earth to 

After a brief search, he found the owner's house. He knocked on wallow him up before the appointed date. Yet despite such 
the door, and the owner of the garden came out and asked him apthension, he placed his complete trust upon Allah 4%, and he 
EEN sil, ‘There is neither might nor power except from Allah 3. 
ae hid to Allah 3 do we belong, and to Him do we return." On 

Thabit Ibn Nu'man # said, “I entered your garden that borders the teday of his marriage, he saw her for the first time. She stood up 


river, and I took this apple and I ate half of it. Then I remembered wre him and said, "Peace be upon you and the mercy and bless- 
that it does not belong to me, so I ask you now to excuse me for oof All g” í 


having eaten it and to forgive me for my mistake.” The man re- 


plied, “On one condition only will I forgive you for your mistake. MORET ae and beauty, he was reminded of whae he 


‘ould see when he would imagine the fair maidens of Paradise. 


Thabit Ibn Nu'màn $ asked, “And what is that condition?” He à A z 
"tra brief pause, he said, “What is this? She indeed speaks, 


replied, “That you marry my daughter.” Thabit “ said, “I will 
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hears and sees.” He then told her what her father had said earlier. 


She said, “My father has spoken the truth. He said I was mute 
because I do not speak any forbidden word, and I have never 
spoken to a man who is not lawful to me. And I am indeed deaf in 
the sense that I have never sat in the gathering in which there is 
backbiting, slander, or false and vain speech. And I am blind in the 
sense that I have never looked upon a man who is not permissible 
for me." 


Dear readers! Reflect and learn a lesson from the story of this pious 
man and this pious woman and of how Allah 3 brought them to- 
gether. The fruit of this noble marriage was the birth of a child who 
grew up to fill the earth with knowledge; yes, their son was Imam 
Abū Haneefah Nu'man, may Allah 3$ have mercy upon him. 


Imam Abū Haneefah & 


A Divine Foretelling 


Sayyidunà Abū Hurairah 4 narrates, "We were present with the 
Holy Prophet & when, within this gathering, Surah Jumuah was 
revealed and the Holy Prophet & recited the following, “Along 
with others of them who have not yet joined them.” (63:3) 


The Companions thus enquired as to which people are referred to. 
The Holy Prophet & remained silent until he was asked again and 
then thrice. Sayyiduna Salman Al-Farsi 4 was amongst us. The 
Holy Prophet & placed his blessed hand on Salman's shoulder say- 
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_ af this sacred religion was placed on the Surayya star then 
E doubt from amongst his people there would surely be a 
id individual or individuals who would rise to acquire this 
eit.” (Bukhari, Muslim) 


pekton to this Hadeeth, Imam Jalal-ud-Deen Suyooti # and 
mám Ibn Hajar Makki stated that the statement of the Holy 
prophet & ^a particular individual’ mentioned in the above 
Hadeeth is referring to our Imam Abu Haneefah $$. The sole 
jason for them appointing this Hadeeth to Imam Abu Haneefah 
$ was due to his determination and his deep rooted desire for this 
divine religion, and as no other Persian has such in-depth knowl- 
adge as Imam Abū Haneefah #2. 


Imam Sahib’s Intelligence 


ini Abi Yüsuf # narrates that a man appeared before Imam 
‘i Haneefah $ and submitted, “I buried some wealth in my 
fuse but I can't seem to recall exactly where I buried it.” 


{nim Sahib $ said, “How will I know where you buried it?" The 

moment the man heard this, he started weeping bitterly. Imam 

‘ih $ summoned his students and together with the man, they 
wxeded to his house. Imam Sahib # asked him where his 
sing quarters were and where he kept his clothing etc. The 
wan ook them to a room of the house. Imam Sahib 5$ then asked 
t students, “If this house belonged to you and you had to bury 
melting where would you bury it in this room?" The students 
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pin pointed five different places where they would have buried the 
item. 


Imam Sahib # asked them to start digging at those points. At the 
third point, his wealth was unearthed. Thereupon, Imam Sahib 3 
advised the man, “Express your gratitude to Allah 3 for returning 
your wealth to you.” 


Go and Perform Salah for the 
Entire Night 


Hasan Ibn Ziyad Ẹ narrates that a man once buried some wealth 
but couldn't recall where he buried it. He searched for it but to no 
avail. When he came to Imam Abū Haneefah # and explained the 
situation to him. Imam Sahib # asked him, "Is this some Fiqhi 
(juristic) problem that should be attended to by me? Okay, go and 
perform Salah for the entire night and you will recall where you 
had buried it." 


The man went home and at nightfall, he started performing Salah. 
Not even a quarter of the night had passed when he recalled where 
he had buried it. He came back and informed Imam Sahib &$ of the 
good news. Imam Sahib # told him, "I knew Shaytan wouldn't 
allow you to perform Salah for the entire night and he would make 
you recall the spot. Nevertheless, why didn’t you spend the rest of 
the night in Salah as an expression of gratitude to Allah 3£?" 
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A Wise Young Muslim Boy 


\any years ago, during the time of the Tabi’een (the generation of 
\jsims after the Sahabah 4, Baghdad was a great city of Islam. 
iy fac, it was the capital of the Islamic Empire and, because of the 
mat number of scholars who lived there, it was the centre of 
vinic knowledge. 


One day, the ruler of Rome at the time sent an envoy to Baghdad 
vith three challenges for the Muslims. When the messenger 
wded the city, he informed the Khaleefah (Caliph) that he had 
tee questions which he challenged the Muslims to answer. 


TheKhaleefah gathered together all the scholars of the city and the 
{onan messenger climbed upon a high platform and said, “I have 
come with three questions. If you answer them, then I will leave 
vih youa great amount of wealth which I have brought from the 
ing of Rome.” As for the questions, they were; "What was there 
tere Allah?”, “In which direction does Allah face?", “What is 
Alihengaged in at this moment?" 


Te great assembly of people were silent. (Can you think of 
aswers to these questions?) In the midst of these brilliant scholars 
aad students of Islam was a man looking on with his young son. 
'Omy dear father! I will answer him and silence him!” said the 
Wit. So the boy sought the permission of the Khaleefah to give 
‘eangwers and he was given the permission to do so. 

Tk Roman addressed the young Muslim and repeated his first 
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question, “What was there before Allah?” The boy asked, “Do yoy 


know how to count?” “Yes,” said the man. 
fte Roman was shocked and astounded that here was a young 


ġild answering his challenges in such a way that he could not 
gueagainst the proofs. So, he desperately wanted to try his final 
gestion. But before doing so, the boy said, “Wait! You are the 
irewhois asking the questions and I am the one who is giving the 
awers to these challenges. It is only fair that you should come 
inno where I am standing and that I should go up where you 
xenght now, in order that the answers may be heard as clearly as 


"Then count down from ten!" So the Roman counted down, "Ten, 
nine, eight..." until he reached ‘one’ and he stopped counting. 


“But what comes before ‘one’?” asked the boy. “There is nothing 


before one - that is it!” said the man. 


“Well then, if there obviously is nothing before the arithmetic 
‘one’, then how do you expect that there should be anything before te questions.” 
the "One" Who is Absolute Truth, All-Eternal, Everlasting, the First, 


the Last, the Manifest, the Hidden?” Tt seemed reasonable to the Roman, so he came down from 


shere he was standing and the boy ascended the platform. Then 
lema repeated his final challenge, “Tell me, what is Allah doing 


Now the man was surprised by this direct answer which he could 


not dispute, So he asked, "Then tell me, in which direction is Allah  jihismoment?" 


facing?" 
Teboy proudly answered, “At this moment, when Allah 3€ found 
"Bring a candle and light it,” said the boy, "and tell me in which ipnthishigh platform a liar and mocker of Islam, He caused him 
hdsend and brought him low. And as for the one who believed 


direction the flame is facing?" 


ithe Oneness of Allah 3, He raised him up and established the 
“But the flame is just light - it spreads in each of the four direc- Ini Every day, He exercises universal power.” 


tions. North, South, East and West. It does not face any one direc- 
tion only,” said the man in wonderment. TieRoman had nothing to say except to leave and return back to 


The boy replied, “Then if this physical light spreads in all four — wniry, defeated. Meanwhile, this young boy grew up to 
directions such that you cannot tell me which way it faces, then hmreone of the most famous scholars of Islam. Allah 4%, the 
what do you expect of the Noorus-Samawati-wal-Ardh: Allah 4 - MODE special wisdom and khowled f th 
the Light of the Heavens and the Earth!? Light upon Light, Allāh % Den " ; : P B 5e : E 
igion). His name was Abū Haneefah & and he is known 
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today as Imam-e-A’zam, the Great Imam and great scholar of 
Islam. May Allah & shower His Mercy in the same way upon our 
Muslim children who are growing up today. Ameen! 


this Ummah. In addition t 
Hadeeth, he was also the p 
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neighbour made the Imam restless and he at once left for the court. 


The gate-keepers threw the door wide open and stepped aside in 
respect. The ministers of the court rubbed their eyes and the Ca- 
liph wondered and sprang forward. He made the saintly guest sit 
onhis throne and enquired of the | 


1 The Imam said; "Your Majes 


mine last evening and lodged 


The Caliph paused for 
O great Imam, but for} 
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After he 


had made his vow and, in response, his wife 


she spoke to him,’ therefore his vow is fulfilled. 


en he talks to her, her vow will also be fulfilled.” 


was amazed and remarked, “These things just 
p before you while we are leftin darkness.” 
(Tadhkiratun Nu’man 


n once appeared before Imam Abu Haneefah and 

red, “What is your opinion of a man who has no hop: 

h, does not fear Jahannam, is not overcome with the fear 
Allah %,consumes dead flesh, performs Salah without Ruku or 
ajdah, bears testimony to things he does not witness, dislikes Haq 

h), flees from the Rahmat (mercy) of Allah 4s) loves Fitnah 


tions) and gives testimony regarding the Jews and 
istians?” 


imam Abū Haneefah + was quite aware’ that the man who posed 


| for him. He said, “You questioned me 
wers of which you are quite aware of." The 

ves, these are very immoral and major issues. 

hing more evil than these beliefs. This is why I am 
Imam Sahib & then directed the question to his 
What is your opinion of a man with such attributes?" 

ll unanimously agreed, "He who possesses such attributes is 

ne most evil person.” Imam Sahib Æ smiled and addressed the 
questioning man, “If I prove to you that this man is a saint, will 
you stop throwing abuses at me? Will you also refrain from forcing 


the questions had hatre 
about issues 


mal 
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„angels on your shoulders to record things that are detrimental 
‘ut! The man replied, “I accept that.4 
„im Sihib * said, " You said that this person has no hope of Jan- 
and does not fear Jahannam; this is because he has attached his 
to the owner of Jannah and fears the owner of Jahannam. 

ìt this person does not fear Allah 42; this is because he 

ware that Allah # will never be unjust in His judgement. 
Himself declares: “And your Lord is not cruel to the 


m 


ats (41:46) 


said that this person consumes dead flesh. He consumes fish 
ihidtis actually dead flesh). You said that this person performs 


' gih without Ruku and Sajdah. Also, another meaning of Salah is 
uod (Salutations), therefore it could also imply that he is 
| sig Durood upon the Holy Prophet &. You said that the 
ysintesifies to things he did not witness. This means he testifies 
ote Kalimah “La Taha Illallahu Muhammadur-Rastlullah” 
jw sid that the person dislikes Haq (truth). This means he 
ires to live so that he may worship Allah 4£ to the utmost and 
lies death because death is referred to as Haq as well. Allah 
oysin the Holy Qur'an "And the pangs of death comes with 


Ha (trath),” (50:19) 


Insid that this person loves Fitnah (temptations). So this means 
täheloves wealth and children. Allah 3 says in the Holy Qur'an 
‘ely your wealth and your children are a Fitnah 


“main (54:15) 
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You said that this person flees from the mercy of Allah $. Thi; jh, when he heard of the statement made by Imam Sahib š#. 
means that he is fleeing from the rain (in fear that he gets drencheq ^ jisceated pride in his heart prompting him to establish his own 
with it). You said this person gives testimony to the Jews and grle of teaching. He eventually discontinued going to Imam 
Christians. In fact he is giving testimony to this statement: “The  shib's $ gathering. People also started turning towards him. 
Jews claim that the Christians have nothing (to stand upon) and (pon Imam Sahib's # enquiry, he was informed that Imam Abu 
the Christians claim that the Jews have nothing (to stand upon)" _jisuf # had established his own circle when he heard of Imam 
(2:113) — Sihi's # words of praises in his favour. 





He is actually verifying what both parties are claiming." 

nim Sahib summoned a reliable person and requested him to 
Upon hearing this discourse, the man got up and kissed Imam Sā- | proceed to the gathering of Imam Abū Yusuf # and pose the 
hib's # forehead. He then submitted, "You have spoken the truth.] | flowing question, “A man handed a garment to the laundryman 


bear witness to that.” with the belief that he will wash it for two Dirhams. When he went 
tollet the garment after a few days, the laundryman refused to 
Imim Abū Yüsuf establishes his own circle of education aknowledge that he had ever received a garment from him. The 


man returned home and after a few days went back to the 
lundryman asking for his garment. The laundryman returned the 
washed garment to him. Now the question arises, is the 
lundryman eligible for the laundry fee or not? 


Khateeb Baghdadi < narrates, once when Imam Abu Yusuf &, a 
senior student of Imam Abū Haneefah & fell ill, Imam Sahib $ 
went to visit him a number of times. On one occasion he found 
him looking very frail and weak. Imam Sahib * recited Inna Lil- 





Goand ask him (Abū Yusuf #) this question. If he says that he is 
digible, then tell him that he is wrong and if he says that he is not 
digible then tell him that he is still wrong." 


benefit of the Muslims and if they are afflicted with your death, 
then a great treasure of knowledge will be terminated with your 


death.” 
The man went to Imam Abū Yüsuf's * gathering and posed the 


question to him. Imam Abū Yusuf # replied, “His fee is binding.” 
Teman replied, “You are mistaken.” Imam Abū Yusuf # puzzled 
wer the issue for a little while, said, “No, he is not eligible for a 
fee” 


According to another narration, Imam Sahib # said, “If this young 
man dies, nobody on the entire face of the earth will be able to fill 
his place.” 

Imam Abū Yüsuf # was on his way to recovery, with the grace of 


: i | 


Va 
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The man again remarked, "You are mistaken." Immediate], 


thereafter, Imam Abu Yusuf && got up and proceeded to the Majlis 


of Imam Abt Haneefah 3$. 


asked, “It seems as though the issue of the 


Imam Sahib 3$ 
“Yes.” Imam 


laundryman has brought you here.” He replied, 
Sahib # commented, “Subhan-Allah! A person who takes on the 
responsibility of issuing Fatawa, establishes his own circle of 


teachings and speaks with authority in the Deen of Allah 3$ is in | 


such a position that he is unable to issue a valid answer toa 


Mas'alah of Ijarah (contract) ?” 


Imam Abu Yusuf # submitted, “My respected teacher! Please 
inform me of the correct answer.” Imam Sahib 3$ replied, "If he 
washed the garment after he refused to hand it over, then he is not 
entitled to a fee because he washed it for himself. However, if he 
washed it before taking it, he is entitled to the fee because he 
washed it for the owner of the garment.” 


Pe Imam Abt Haneefah # 


This is an inspiration from Allah 8 


\hdullah Ibn Mubarak & narrates: "I met Imam Abū Haneefah $$ 
aute to Makkah Mukarramah. A calf was barbecued for all the 
qmpanions travelling with him. His friends decided to consume 
le meat with vinegar but they were unable to find a utensil in 
ihich they could place the vinegar. A little later, they saw Imam 
Abi Haneefah digging a hole in the sand and placing the table- 
doth over the hole. He then put vinegar onto the cloth. The com- 
minions then ate the meat with vinegar by placing the meat onto 
te coth. They then addressed Imam Sahib #, “You do everything 
inavery pleasant manner.” To this he replied, “Express your grati- 
tude before Allah #8. This is something which Allah 3€ has inspired 


metodo,” 


The Distribution of the 
Deceased’s Estate 


Wee Ibn Jarrah = narrates, “I was sitting in the company of 


mim Abū Haneefah “ when a lady appeared before him and 
sid, "My brother passed away leaving behind six hundred gold 





— 
€ n 


tins, However, I only received one coin from his estate." Imam 
‘bi Haneefah & asked, "Who distributed the estate?" She replied, 
‘Dawood Tai.” Imam Aba Haneefah & said, “You are entitled to 
tismuch only. Okay tell me, your brother left behind two daugh- 
ts?" "Yes" she replied. “A mother as well?” “Yes.” Imam Abu 
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ioral: 
iher did Imam Abu Haneefah become upset by what the 


;;n was saying, nor did he say anything back to him. Instead he 








faneefah asked, “He left behind a wife?" She replied, “Yes,” 
“He left behind twelve brothers and one sister?” he asked. When 
she again replied in the affirmative, Imam Abu Haneefah 5$ added, 
"The two daughters are entitled to two thirds of the estate and that 


«itid tolerance because if he said anything, he would have be- 
amounts to four hundred coins. The mother will get one sixth 


ome more upset and then the man would also have become an- 
er saying many more hurtful things. The behaviour of Imam 
4ti Haneefah $ made the man embarrassed. Our elders say, 
‘Slence can defeat a hundred people.” 


vhich is one hundred coins and the wife will get one eighth which 


tn^ 


seventy five coins. Twenty four of the remainin g twenty five will 
) to the twelve brothers. Two coins for each one of them and the 


Hn 





O 
o 


remaining coin will be your share. 


The Tolera ane The Genius of Imam Abū Haneefah && 


5 E : (n one occasion, Sufyan Thawri, Mis'ar Ibn Kidam, Malik Ibn 
Imam Abu Haneefah $ \ighwal, Ja'far Ibn Ziyad Æ and others were in a Waleemah 


eremony. Imam Abū Haneefah 5$ had also been invited. When all 
tad gathered, the host appeared rather concerned and enquired 


While he was busy teaching, a man once came up to Imām Abū 
Haneefah # and started to swear at him. When his students 


| p E  àwtadiemma which had befallen him. The people enquired if N 
wanted 2 rs to the man, Imam Abu Haneefah Æ stopped | jutthe nature of the problem. He requested that he wanted to ni 
them. Neither did he allow them to respond, nor did he say lepita secret. Imam Abū Haneefah & asked, “What is the prob- M 
anything himself. After the lesson was completed and he was | km He replied, “I wedded two of my sons E two Siter ADIA | i 
going home, the foolish man followed him and continued some mix up, they had been sent to the wrong girl.” Imam Sahib i j 


swearing at him. When he reached the door of his house, Imam 
Abü Haneefah & turned to the man and said, "This is the door to 
my house. If you have anything left to say, please say it now so 
that nothing is left in your heart." The man was embarrassed when 
he heard this and could give no reply. Because Imam Abu 
Haneefah # was an expert in the knowledge of Deen, he knew that 


faked, "Have they engaged in sexual intercourse?” He replied in 
| leaffrmative. Upon this Sufyan Thawri = remarked. “A similar 
tase was brought before Sayyiduna Ali & whose verdict is enough 
rus He had ordered that giving the dowry had become incum- 
‘entupon each of them because of the intercourse. Thereafter, each 
til should complete the Iddah period (approximately three 
Mnths) and then go to the original groom with whom their mar- | 
"age was conducted. There will be no punishment for the mix-up. 


a m tm 


itis not correct to reply to swears by swearing back. 
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e guests were listening attentively and were impressed b 


fvan's words. 


n Abū Haneefah $$ sat silently. Mis dam 


ards him and asked, "Say something. 


hir 
LUTI 


oufya I hawri 32 said 


tcan ne Say: 


Imam Abu Haneefah ** said, “Call upon both the grooms.” When 
they arrived he asked each of them; “Do you like the girl you slept 
with?” They replied, “Yes.” He asked, “What is the name of your 
original bride who was with your brother?” He mentioned her 
name. Imam Abu Haneefah ordered him to divorce her. He then 

did the same with the other groom. When they had both divorced 

the one with whom their marriage was originally conducted, Imam 

ibo Haneetah # recited the Khutbah of Nikah and conducted the 

Nah of each one of them with the girl who they had mistakenly 

slept with (since their first marriages had not been completed, they 

vere under no obligation to sit for the period of Iddah. Thereforeit 

was permissible for them to remarry at once). 


The guests were stunned at Imam Abū Haneefah's $ verdict and 
Mis'ar Ibn Kidam & stood up and kissed the forehead of Imam 
Abū Haneefah & and exclaimed “People taunt me for my liking oí 
such a personality. Sufyan Thawri 5 sat quietly and he did not ut 
ter a word. (Tadhkhiratun Nu'màn) 
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Stolen goods are recovered 


ummad Ibn Hassan # narrates, “One night, a burglar broke 
joaman’s house and got away with all his household goods. The 
ugar was from the very same street as well. Before the thief left 
tie house, he compelled the house-owner to swear, ‘If I tell any- 
wdy who the thief is, my wife will be divorced thrice.’ 


the morning, the thief set out to sell the goods. The house-owner 
witnessed the scene but he could do nothing about it as he had 
woman oath. Overcome with anxiety, he appeared before Imam 
‘bi Haneefah and related the whole event. Imam Abū 
tHaneefah asked him to summon the Imam, Muazzin and other 
influential people of the street. When they all assembled before 
Inam Sahib $, he asked them, “Do you want this man to recover 
ilhis stolen goods?" When they replied in the affirmative, Imam 
Shb Ë advised them, "Gather all the corrupt and evil people of 
the street in the Masjid or in a house. Thereafter, ask them to come 
wt one by one. As they are coming out, ask this man if this is the 
aulprit or not. If he is not the culprit, he should say so and if he is 
the culprit, then he should remain silent and you should then 
arrest him." 


Trey did accordingly and with the grace of Allah 3$ he recovered 
ilhisstolen goods (and his wife was not divorced). 
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Answer is the Most Co 


rect 


Sabkhuri $$ narrates Ibn Abi Layla Sufyan Thawri #, 

eek $ and Imam Abu Haneefah were all seated in a gather- 

g when a man asked the following question, “A group of people 

re sitting when a snake fell onto one of them. He dusted the snake 
off himself and it landed onto a second person. He hurled it onto 
the third and the third hurled it onto the fourth person. The snake 
bit him and he ultimately died of its venom. The question now 


arises, who is responsible to pay the Diyyat (blood money)?” 


All the members of the gathering started responding to the 

n. One of them said the first one was responsible whilst 

‘her said that all of them were responsible. Imam Sahib $ 

remained silent and smiling throughout the discussion. They 

eventually turned to him and said, “All of us have expressed our 
views on this issue. What is your view?” 


Imam Sahib # replied: "The first person hurled the snake onto the 
second person but the snake did not harm him. Hence, the first 
person is free of any blame. The same applies to the second and 
third person as well. As for the fourth person, if the snake did not 
bite him the moment it fell onto him, but bit him after a few 
moments, then the third person is also free of all blame. However, 
if it bit him the moment it fell onto him, then he (third person) is 
responsible,” 
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The Understanding of 
Imam Abū Haneefah & 


Aman in Kufa believed Sayyiduna Uthmān & was a Jew. When 
him Abū Haneefah Ž heard this, he went to his house. The man 
pehim a warm welcome. Imam Sahib # told him, "I have 
oughta marriage proposal.” 


feasted, "For whom?” Imam Sahib # replied, "For your young 
iugiter" The man who seeks your daughter's hand is very noble 
ad wealthy. He is a Hafiz of the Holy Qur’an. He spends the 
atre night in a single Rak'at of Salah. He is also very generous. 
teweeps very bitterly out of fear of Allah 38. 


Te man exclaimed, “Imam Abū Haneefah, you didn’t have to 

nation so many of his attributes. Less than that would have also 

sliced.” Imam Sahib # then added, “However, there is one thing 
(did not mention.” "What is that?" he asked. Imam Sahib 4 
pled, “The problem is that he is a Jew." The man retorted, 
‘ubhan-Allah! Are you suggesting I hand my daughter over to a 
i?" Imam Sahib & replied, “Will you not hand her over then? 
Hereplied, “Never.” 


iv this Imam Sahib && remarked, “You are not prepared to 
tary your daughter off to a Jew whereas the Holy Prophet 8$ got 
Wofhis daughters married to Sayyiduna Uthman «& and accord- 
your opinion he is a Jew. So if you won't give your daughter 


Rh 
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«used me of changing the Deen of your grandfather then I 





rriage to a Jew, do you think the Holy P 
of his daughters to one?” have made Qadha of Salah compulsory for the woman who 
siruating and not Qadha of fasting that she owes, seeing that 
n realised the wickedness of d seeking vihagree that Salah is greater than Saum.” 
ress from Allah 3, he retracted what he 1 said. 
imi, Imam Baqir was getting excited, and he said: “Tell me 


Wisdom of Imam Abu Hane efah rd gore” He as ess impressed with Imam Abü Lisci "e 
film, 0 Imam Bagir! Which is more unclean: Semen or urine? 
EM Cm | a visit Ih zin Bgr $ replied “Urine is the more unclean of the two." 
_ Eo ; pad a vs ee he was — bim Abū Haneefah & said: “O Imam Bāqir! If I were to change 
approached by Imam Baqir 5 — wpro nnen te Den of your grandfather Muhammad 4 then I would have 
Imam Bagqir # a ü 
Imam Bagir $$ asked Imam Abu Haneefah rade Ghusl (bath) compulsory after urinating and Wudhu neces- 


scholars in Madeenah 

$; “Are you the Imam Abū ; ; 
E p E Haneefah poo danged ha Desn g ay ate ejaculation. I am only following the Deen of our Prophet 

my grandfather?” Imam Abū Haneefah $$ replied: ^O Imam Bāqir! ' "1 : : = = : 

M : misinfom E am TT limmad &.” Upon hearing this, Imam Baqir # was overjoyed k 
ou misintormed about me. Sit down so that I can clear adkised the forehead of Imam Abū Haneefah &. | 


_ PES Tuf the world’s wisdom was to be put on one side of the 
me, O Imam Bagir =! Who is the weaker sex, the male or the be a ` 
1 on sb i = «kad Imam Abü Haneefah’s # wisdom on the other then the 
:" Imam Baqir # replied: “The female.” Imam Abū Hanee- a 
 lit'swisdom would outweigh the former's.” (Ali Ibn Asim) 


maie: 
fah # then asked: “Tell me of the male and female: what is the por- 


tion of their inheritance?” Imam Baqir “ replied: “For the male, beg 
Selflessness and Sacrifice of 


two portions, and for the female, one portion." “O Imam Baqir #!" 
said Imam Abū Haneefah &, "If I were to follow my own deduc- h x 
Imam Abū Haneefah && 


tion, then I would have given two portions for the female and one 


portion for the male!” 
h te ter period of Imam Abū Haneefah’s * life, with age his 
"lad become heavy, causing him difficulty in moving around. 


Imam Abū Haneefah & (then) asked: “Which is greater Salah or 
Muse was situated on high ground, with a fair number of 


Saum (Fasting)?” Imam Baqir & replied: “Salah, of course.” Imam 
Abu Haneefah 5$ said: “If I were following my own desires as you E E ihe entrance 
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j Imam Abt Haneefah & 
Heroes of Islàm Imam Abu Haneefa LE o EE 
: d to know what faeces 
Imam Abū Haneefah @ had just climbed up the steps and enter jus pause for a momeni here. He Moa A p F5 
his house, and had just sat down with the intention of lying dow: godlike, is this a question to CETT any 20 y! How mu es 
to rest, when somebody called out to him from the bottom of the jadinconvenience did he put Imam Sahib $$ through to ask this 
steps gestion? 


| wish to ask you a question. Please come down!" Imam Abi | Hever, with an even temperament, with steadfastness and with 

Haneetah came down and asked, “What is this question you | ím stance, Imam Sahib # responded very calmly, “It depends. 
wish to ask?" The person replied, “Oh, just as you reached the last | Whit type of faeces are you enquiring about - the taste of fresh 
steps I forgot.” Imam Abū Haneefah # said, “It is of no | Ssorthe taste of stale faeces?” 
consequence. When vou remember you may ask,” and Imam Sahib 
t$ went back up the steps. fieperson replied, "Well...both! Tell me the taste of the fresh and 
liestale." 
Just as Imam Sahib = was about to lie down and rest, the same 
person called out again, "I have remembered! Come down!” Imam | iit Sihib $ answered, “The taste of fresh faeces is sweet and 
Sahib dimbed down again. This time too it was the same story. | Mesdéleisbitter.” 

Ihe person said, “I had remembered but, just as you reached the 


ast step I forgot.” Tieperson asked, "What??? Did you taste each of them?” 


Sometimes it was the last step that Imam Sahib 4 had reached,  hinShib replied, "There is no necessity for one to taste each 
sometimes it was the third or fourth step, but every time it wasthe | noder to determine these qualities. There are some signs of 
same story, that he had remembered but had forgotten again. tation which will equally lead us to this conclusion. I have 

nied that flies tend to settle on freshly passed faeces. Flies are 
In this way he had made Imam Sahib & climb up and down sixor uid by sweetness. So one can conclude that freshly passed 
seven times. Finally, when Imam Sahib & had climbed down and "tare sweet. Flies do not settle on stale faeces. Bitterness repels 
enquired, “What is this question?” The person replied, “Yes! Yes! lis" The person said, "What you have stated is absolutely cor- 
Now I remember!” Imam Sahib & said, “Go ahead and ask." The | "t" Imām Sahib & in return asked him, “Why do you say so?” 
person asked, “What is the taste of faeces?” person explained, “I knew the answers before hand.” 


"lined further, “We were a few people sitting together, 
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f Islam Imam Abt Haneefah 3€ 
PA J Haneefa s OF 15 
es of Islam F mamADbu tance — — Á ee 
| orld and the Hereafter: 
ving a discussion and the question ca 1 this presi bU 
age, who is that person who is Sahib-e-1 people wanted - "M y F 
know who is the most accomplis] e quality of Ilm -Adopt Taqwa, i.e. fear Allah $, safeguard your limbs from sins 
knowledge), olii eSness, of giving fice, of undergoing yd amy out His injunctions. In this manner bring alive the 
personal inconvenience for the sake of others. Jt was our idah of Allah 3s. 
unanimous opinion that it was Imam Abu Haneefah 3$. I came 
specifically to put vou to the test, so that I could see for myself | 1-Those things which are necessary for you to know never remain 
whether our unanimous opinion was correct!” ignorant of them. 
Subhan-Allah! This is our beloved Imam Sahib $, the great Imam! j-Never associate with anyone except to fulfil a worldly or Deeni 
He is Nu màn Ibn Thabit Ibn Zuta Ibn Marzuban, famously known | n 
ibū Haneefah $$. He was born in the era of the Sahabah 
n 80 A.H. in Kūfa, Iraq. 1- ay special attention to fulfilling the rights of others and never 


for your rights to be fulfilled except in dire need. 
\iay Allah $$ have mercy on his soul, enlighten his grave with His | 


Noor and grant him a place in Jannah, Ameen! î-Dont harbour enmity, neither for a Muslim or non-Muslim. 
Valu abl e Advi ce o fI mam T satisfied and content with the wealth and status which Allah 
Shasbestowed on you. 


Abu Haneefah & 


T-In order to be independent of others, you should fulfil your 


We will relate some valuable advice of Imam Abū Haneefah # omtasks with proper means and good planning. 


which he had given to his beloved son, Hammad. 
V Dort make yourself the object of others’ gaze. 
Imam Abu Haneefah # said, "D my beloved son! May Allah ¥ 
keep your feet firm on guidance and be of assistance to you. I will “Don't involve yourself in futile talk and play. 
give you some advices which, if you remember them and bring i 
them into practice then I am hopeful that you will attain success in "When meeting others, be the first to make Salām. Speak good 
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+ 500,000: 


things and associate with only the good and refrain from the evil 
s , : ; 's Islam i ns futile things." 
11 - Engage in excessive Dhikr of Allah # and Durood Shareef.  Agoodness of one's Islam is that he abandons 85s 
, None of you can be a complete Muslim until he loves for his 
Muslim what he loves for himself.” 


| 
|: Hall is dear and Haram is clear and whatever is in between 


| thee two is doubtful, of which many people are unaware. He 


12 - Always recite Istighfar in the same words as reported by the 
Holy Prophet #. He who recites it during the evening and passes 
away during the night will attain Jannah, and if he recites it in the 
morning and passes away during the day then too he will attain 


Jannah. 
i | iho saves himself from doubtful things has safeguarded his 
13 - Recite the Holy Qur’an in abundance and convey the reward | Menand chastity. He who indulges in doubtful things will soon 
unto the Holy Prophet &, your parents, teachers and all Muslims. | indulge in Haram, just like that sheep which grazes on the 
torder. Soon it will trespass and eat from the other pasture. 
- Be more wary of your associates than you are of your enemies, kware! Every king has his restrictions and the restrictions of 


Allah % are those things He has made Haram. Know! That there 

| ‘apiece of flesh in every man which, if it is protected then the 
entire body will be protected and if it is spoilt then the entire 
wdy will be spoilt. Know! That flesh is the heart.” 


because these are trying times, and it is our friends who become 
our enemies. 


15 - Keep your secrets, capital, plans and travels hidden. 


16 - Keep good relations with your neighbours & maintain | ''A tue Muslim is he from whose hand and tongue others are 


patience on whatever harm they may cause you. sae” 


17 - Remain on the path of the Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’at and save | ' You should suspend your good times (youth) between hope 
yourself from the way of the ignorant ones. i'd fear. When death nears, then you should have hope in Allah 
Sand die hoping in His mercy, because indeed He is Most 


18 - Keep a clean and sincere intention in all your works and Forgiving and Most Merciful.” 


always earn a Halāl sustenance. 
19 - Practise the following five Ahādeeth which I have extracted 
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Imam Malik && 


sof Islam 
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Imam Malik & 





«ot what is in the book is my opinion but, by my life, it is not 

pinion since I heard it from more than one person from the 

wple af knowledge and excellence and the Imams who are 

| wed from whom I took knowledge. They are the ones who 
bi great fear of Allah %. It became too repetitive for me (to 
ston all that), so I said, ‘my opinion’. My opinion is the same as 
feopinion of the Companions, which they found with them and 
asequently I found with them. This is an inheritance which has 


Imam Malik & was born in Madeenah in 93 Hijri corresponding t; 
712 A.D. He remained in Madeenah for all his life, and the City 
influenced the school named after him, the Maliki School (Arabic 
Malikiyyah). His household was known to be one of knowledge 
especially the study of Prophetic narrations (Ahadeeth). The books 


of history state that Imam Malik’s grandfather, Malik Ibn Abi 
‘Amr, was a great scholar of Hadeeth who narrated from the 


Companions. 


During his lite, Madeenah was the centre of Islamic learning. This 

» the city where the majority of legal rulings were revealed. The 
mplementation of the Holy Qur'àn and Sunnah (the Shari'ah), 
continued in the city of Madeenah during the times of the Rightly- 
Guided Caliphs, Sayyiduna Abū Bakr 4, Sayyiduna Umar & and 
Sayyiduna Uthman 4°. The great Companion, Sayyiduna Abdullah 
Ibn Mas'ood & would give a fatwa (legal ruling) about a matter in 
Iraq; but if he found that the ruling in Madeenah was different, he 


would leave his opinion. 
Al-Muwatta and the Principles of Imam Malik && 


Although the Imam wrote a number of books, his most famous 
work is Al-Muwatta, a work containing thousands of Ahadeeth 
and sayings from the Companions 4 and their students. The Imam 
described his methodology to this work in the following term: 
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pedon from generation to generation down to our time. So it is 
teopinion of the previous Imams." 


nin Suyooti & in his introduction to Tanweerul-Hawalik, quoted 
him Shafi'ee's % statement, “After the Book of Allah 3€, there is 
ubok on the face of the earth more authentic than the book of 
ind Malik.” 

iter the Holy Quran and the Sunnah, Imam Malik 4 considered 
ie Practice of the People of Madeenah’ to be a foundational prin- 
upon which legal rulings were to be based. In fact, he was not 
Če first Imam to support this method; Rabee’a #, Imam Malik's 
ist Shaykh in Jurisprudence, said, “A thousand from a thousand 
Stetter than one from me.” (Meaning that the collective practice 





| slim amongst the people of Madeenah, who learnt the religion 

‘tm the Companions is stronger than following a narration which 

) lily been passed down from one narrator to another narrator). 

| hin Maik & himself said, “The learned among the Followers 
Noted Hadeeth which had been conveyed to them from others 

| "hy said, “We are not ignorant of this, but the common prac- 

| C sdiferent.’” 


f 
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Imam Shafi’ee && 


Imam Mali , 


and Allah & gave success to his teachings and he became one 
‘the four Imáms', whose teachings Allah 3$ spread throughout 
jelands. No-one has reached the rank of these Imams, (May Allah 
tiluminate their resting places) — since their time, which is why 
gat Iams of Hadeeth such as Tahawi, Qadi 'Iyad, Nawawi and 
4silini have followed these Imams; not due to mere blind 
intation, but rather as a realisation that these people were more 
qualifed than themselves to understand, directly, the Holy Qur'an 
ad Sunnah; which is a humility which the present Muslim has a 
get difficulty in internally accepting. As the great Hadeeth 
solar, Shaykh Shu'ayb Arna'ut said: “They (the Imams of the 
iwrschools) are explainers, not popes, but in each of their schools 
tere afterwards followed a hundred or more scholars who refined 
idadded to their work, men whose status in Islamic knowledge 
wise mountains, any of whom could put fifteen of the scholars 
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This matter of following the "Practice of the people of Madeenah 
was to become a point which Imam Sha fi'ee =, the great student of 
Imam Malik would come to disagree with; which is a legitimate 
difference of opinion between two qualified jurists and is not 
cause of concern for the unqualified, who have only been called 
upon by the jurist of history to follow one school only of ; 
qualified jurists, in obedience to the Qur’anic verse, “So ask the 
people of knowledge if you do not know" (16:43) 


Imam Malik’s & Manners and Rank 


Due to the deep love of Madeenah, he never rode in the city. He 
did not give Fatwa until 70 Shaykhs (scholars) of Madeenah 
testified that he was ready to give Fatwa. When he taught, he was 
serious and did not consider light-heartedness appropriate for a 
student of knowledge, although in private gatherings, which were 
not strict lessons of religious instructions, he would be cheerful 
with the students and others. He often said, "I don't know," and 


would finish a Fatwa. 


wailable today in his pocket.” 


Imam Shafi’ee & 


(150 AH - 204 AH) 


Imam Sháfi'ee # said, “When a Hadeeth comes to you from Imam 
Malik #, hold onto it tightly... When Scholars are mentioned, 
know that Imam Malik & is a star. No one reached the level that 
Imam Malik # did in knowledge through his memory, his 
proficiency and his piety. Whoever wants sound Hadeeth must 


have Imam Malik.” 


The great Imam passed away in 179 Hijri corresponding to 7% 
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xim Sháfi'ee 3$ is one of those great personalities in the history of 
blim from whom the Ummah has benefited from until the present 
'y. Imam Sháfi'ee & was born to a poor family in Yemen. He was 
“rived of fatherly affection from a very young age. His mother 
"lin from Yemen to Makkah Mukarramah. How was his edu- 


“ton to begin here? 


h 
"Phan from a poor background had no real means of engaging 
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in any sort of Ta‘leem (education). Imam Shafi'ee * says, "I pas, 
my youth as an orphan in my mother's care. My mother had nop, 
ing to offer my teacher. I would attain the teacher's pleasure p, 


overseeing the other children during his absence.” 


He had no access to paper to write on. He had a small bag by hin, 
He would write on clean bones and place them in his bag. Ai 
nights he had no means of light in his home, so he would go and 


write his notes under the state lamps nearby. 


In order to learn the Arab culture and grammar, he spent a period 
of time going around the Arab villages, where he reached perfec 
tion in Arabic genealogy, poetry and grammar. 


Most people were aware of the genealogy of men, but one day 
some people came to him and enquired about the genealogy o 
women. Imam Shafi’ee && sat with them and explained the entire 


night, and only ceased the next morning. 


Allah % had instilled in him the love for Ilm (knowledge). Some 
one once asked him how much he loved Ilm, to which he replied 
"When any new knowledge falls to my ears, then all the limbs in 
my entire body desire to keep it memorised." 


He was asked how much of greed he has for acquiring knowledge, 
to which he replied, “As much as a very greedy person has for 


wealth." 
He was asked what his condition was in searching for knowledge 
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„hich he replied, "The same condition as the search of a mother 
»has lost her only child, would undergo.” 


ih 


pued to say, "The value of the person who learns the Holy 
(rin increases; whoever discusses Fiqh, his worth increases; 
hæver writes down Hadeeth, his testimony becomes strong; 
ihoever engages in reckoning, his opinion is strengthened; and he 
ito does not protect his Nafs achieves no benefit from his knowl- 


ape" 


t would never eat to his fill. Once he ate to his fill and vomited 
tef out. He would say, “Eating to one's fill makes the body 
ieghty, the heart remains heavy, one’s alertness and intellect is 


ininished and sleep overcomes one." 


‘elept a regular pattern for the nights. One third he would spend 
awnting, the second in Ibàdah (worship) and the third in resting. 
as his habit to complete the Holy Qur'an sixty times during the 
mnih of Ramadhan. He would emphasise greatly on not wasting 
més time in futility and unnecessary works. He would say that 
denton from futility would result in the heart exuding a Noor 
litt) He would also encourage people to remain in isolation and 
‘Otto intermingle. He would stress on eating less and would say 
tat excessive eating leads to sleepiness. He greatly prohibited so- 


ling with ignorant people. 


‘eed to encourage asking the scholars every type of question, 
‘ag, he used to say, if one knows the Mas'alah, then it will 
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strengthen one’s knowledge and if ow it, then it w; 
be an addition to one's knowled; d an aversion for fame 
and would always comment th shed that people read ang 
benefited from the Kitabs (books) he wrote; but that they did ny 

connect the Kitabs to him (i.e. he wished to remain anonymous). 
During his last illness, Imam Muzni # said that he visited Imam 
Sháfi'ee + and asked regarding his health. Imam Shafi’ee $ re- 
plied, “I am about to bid farewell to my brothers. I do not know 
the abode of my soul will be Jannah, so that I may con- 

t, or whether it will be Jahannam so that I may moum 

le then started crying and recited a poem, whose meaning is 


is follows: 


When my heart hardens and my 
desires get constrained, I have laid my 
hopes on Your forgiveness. 


I know well my sins but O' Rabb, when 
I compare it to Your forgiveness then the 
latter is much more greater. 


If you take me to task for my sins, then too 
I will not lose hope on Your mercy, even though I am deserving of 
Jahannam due to my sins. 


I am well aware of the multitude of my sins, but I also know well 


that Allah sis 
Forgiving and Merciful. 
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imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal & 


j nih & Life: 
in Ahmad @ was born on 164/780, in Baghdad. Shaykh Abu 
sinh $ mentions that the Imam experienced five things, which 
nlad one onto distinction: noble lineage; orphaned from a 
| ung age; self-reliance; self-control; and experience of adversity. 
firlmim was content and keen of intellect; an intellect fired with 
jefear of Allah 4 and the belief that only Allah 3$ can bring harm 
| efi to one. Moreover, he was abstinent; as illustrated by the 


&ittatwhen AI-Mutawakkil offered him wealth, he returned it in 
hail 


felmàm was studious from a young age. Now, during this time 
abaghdad, the science of the sacred Law (Shari'ah) were two: the 
i of Figh (legal jurisprudence) and the field of Hadeeth 
Trophetic narrations). Imam Ahmad # chose the latter in the 
ntal stages of his education. His first teacher was Imam Abū 
lis, the student and colleague of Imam Abū Haneefah “. The 
im mentioned, "The first thing I wrote was the Ahadeeth of 
mim Abi Yusuf $.” After being with Imam Abt Yusuf #, he 
wied Hadeeth for four years with the  Traditionalists 
\Wuhaddithoon) of Baghdad, Haitham Ibn Basheer 4$; and, during 
teme period, he studied with Abdur-Rahman Ibn Mahdi, Aba 
kkr In Aliyah and other famous Hadeeth Scholars. Once he had 
uli in Baghdad, he set out for Basra, Hijaz, Yemen, Syria and 
‘\azeerah, where he continued his specialisation in Hadeeth. He 
iiSako a student of Imam Shafi'ee &; and the latter trusted Imam 
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Imam Sha 
P ee esol LAA Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal ££ 
strengthen one’s knowl did not know it, then į — EE 
be an addition to oni re, He had an aversion fori Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal T 
and would always c iat he wished that people CN 
benefited from the Kitabs (books) he wrote; but that they dij. His Birth & Life: 
connect the Kitabs to him (i.e. he wished to remain anonymo 
hene hi 


s last illness, Imam Muzni $$ said that he visited In, 


Imam Ahmad was born on 164/780, in Baghdad. Shaykh Abu 
if and asked regarding his health. Imam Sháfi'ee 
Ys ^6 


Zahrah $ mentions that the Imam experienced five things, which 
r ankad one onto distinction: noble lineage; orphaned from a 
I am about to bid farewell to my brothers. I do not kny young age; self-reliance; self-control; and experience of adversity. 
‘her the abode of my soul will be Jannah, so that I may, The Imam was content and keen of intellect; an intellect fired with 
tulate it, or whether it will be Jahannam so that I may ma; — eearof Allah 3€ and the belief that only Allah 4% can bring harm 

t” He then started crying and recited a poem, whose meaning or benefit to one. Moreover, he was abstinent; as illustrated by the 

as follows: fact that when Al-Mutawakkil offered him wealth, he returned it in 
humility. 
When my heart hardens and my 
desires get constrained, I have laid my 


hopes on Your forgiveness. 





The Imam was studious from a young age. Now, during this time 
in Baghdad, the science of the sacred Law (Shari'ah) were two: the 
field of Figh (legal jurisprudence) and the field of Hadeeth 
Prophetic narrations). Imam Ahmad # chose the latter in the 
initial stages of his education. His first teacher was Imam Abu 
\isuf , the student and colleague of Imam Abu Haneefah #. The 
Imm mentioned, "The first thing I wrote was the Ahadeeth of 
Imam Aba Yusuf #.” After being with Imam Abū Yusuf $$, he 
sued Hadeeth for four years with the Traditionalists 
(Muhaddithoon) of Baghdad, Haitham Ibn Basheer 5$; and, during 
the same period, he studied with Abdur-Rahman Ibn Mahdi, Abu 
Bakr Ibn Aliyah and other famous Hadeeth Scholars. Once he had 
Iam well aware of the multitude of my sins, but I also know uil 


I know well my sins but O' Rabb, when 
I compare it to Your forgiveness then the 
latter is much more greater. 


If you take me to task for my sins, then too 
I will not lose hope on Your mercy, even though I am deserving 
Jahannam due to my sins. 


af 


studied in Baghdad, he set out for Basra, Hijaz, Yemen, Syria and 
that Allah ## 1s AlJazeerah, where he continued his specialisation in Hadeeth. He 
Forgiving and Merciful. 


was also a student of Imam Shafi’ee #; and the latter trusted Imam 


100 101 





nad Ibn Hanba 

— At 
Ahmad Ibn Hanbal Hadeeth to such an exten 
that he said to Imām If you consider the Hades 
1 I will take it, be it Hijazi, Syrian, Iraqi or Yen, 
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Ahi 
sound, tell me anc 


eni 


Shaykh Abu Zahrah $$ quotes Ibn Jawzi $$ as saying, “Imin 


did not set himself up to transmit Hadeeth and give , 


until he was forty years old." Before this time arrived, he 
s already famous in the Ummah; therefore his lessons were very 


crowded from the beginning. Shaykh Abū Zahrah $ states that. 


some historians have mentioned that 5000 people attended, with 
500 narrators of what was transmitted. One of the students of 
Imam Shafi’ee quoted the Imam saying, “When I left Baghdad | 
did not leave behind anyone more steadfast or god-fearing, or with 
more Figh than Ahmad Ibn Hanbal.” 


When the Imam died in 241 A.H., the whole city of Baghdad 
turned out. Historians have noted that 800,000 men and 60,000 


women attended his funeral. 





His Works and School of Law: 
Imam Ahmad “ did not pass on any books of Fiqh, so the Ummah 


has had to rely upon the reports of his students with regards tohis 


statements on matters of Sacred Law (Shari'ah). What is famous 
from Imam Ahmad # himself, is his Musnad, a Hadeeth collection 


consisting of 30,000 Hadeeth. This work covers a vast range of sub- 


jects. This book is famous due to Ahmad Ibn Hanbal $, his 
articulation of any difference that arose in a narration from 
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: yent narrators; the work also served as a resource for work on 
m and Arabic language. Muhammad Siddiqi points out that 
sework became less popular as other ‘better planned more practi- 

i a! works of Hadeeth emerged in the third and fourth Muslim 
ghe. Nevertheless, the work has maintained a level of 
attity amongst the Muslims due to the reverence that the Mus- 
jnsheld for the Imam, because of his defence of truth, when the 
iuionalists (Mu’tazilah) gained control of the caliphate, and Imam 
ilmid $ stood up and spoke the truth to the ruler, when nobody 

éedid;a feat which led to the Imam spending 28 months in im- 

pisonment, whilst getting lashed. This action of the Imam was so 

mie and so solitary, at a time when one risked one's life for the 
st of speaking the truth in the face of falsehood, that the great 


- Muhaddith, "Ali Ibnul-Madeeni &&, said, “Allah 3£ had entrusted 


te defence of Islam to two people whom no one can emulate: one 
ws Sayyidunā Abu Bakr Siddeeq #% on the occasion of the apos- 


` iy, while the other was Ahmad Ibn Hanbal # during the calam- 


iyofthe creation of the Qur'an." 


His Character: 

tewas steadfast in following the Sunnah, as well as a possessor of 
wonderful manners. Shaykh Abū Zahrah # states that he was 
yur, and he would work for a living, thus ensuring for lawfulness 
this food and allowing him to stay away from gifts, which he re- 
d He was also patient and steadfast, as highlighted when he 
as persecuted for defending Ahlus-Sunnah points of Orthodoxy. 
"ih Abū Zahrah & said that he believed that the Imam's great 
veadfasiness came about because Allah 4% was supporting him, 
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Imam Ahmad Ibn 
and his reliance was upon Him only, in that he only felt the poy, 
of Allah 3€ and no one else. He was incredibly sincere and ng, 
sought fame; he once said, “I would like to settle in Makkah Wher 
l lose myself in one of the narrow valleys and so EsCape 


I could 
being 
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g recognised.” Moreover, he commanded great awe. (y, 
contemporary said, "I visited Ishaq Ibn Ibraheem and other ruler 
ut I did not see anyone who inspired more awe than [mir 
\hmad Ibn Hanbal $$. I went to speak to him about something ay 
I began to tremble from awe when I saw him." 


In Al-Managib, it is related from a contemporary of the Imam, "I 

did not see anyone in the time of Ahmad who more combined 

religiousness, chastity, self-control, good manners and noble 

character, a firm heart, generous, noble companionship and lad 

laziness than him." Another person said, “Ahmad was the mos 
modest and noblest of the people. He had the best manners. He ot- 
ten bowed his head and lowered his eyes. Only discussion d 
Hadeeth was heard from him. He mentioned the righteous and the 
saints with gravity, tranquillity and fine words. When he met any- 
one, he smiled at them and welcomed them. He was very humble 
towards scholars and honoured and respected them." 





Conclusion: 
Like all the great scholars of Islam, Imam Ahmad's $ greatness 


steamed from his character being based on the guidance of the 
Holy Prophet #. Although Imam Ahmad € was a great Hadeeth 
Scholar, who had memorised 100,000 Hadeeth, in terms of text 
(matn) and chain (isnad), his religion was not just about narration 
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Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal && 


niher, he implemented the religion, and had become a man who 
pactised what he knew, and Allah # raised his rank so that peo- 
peltom the East to the West would still be admiring the virtues of 


llis great man until this day. 


Is there Such an Example? 


Ihe teacher wrote to his obedient and dutiful student that he 
sired to meet him so he should come to his house. The dutiful 
sudent immediately abandoned all his work and tasks and set off 
rhis teacher. When he arrived he sat down with utmost respect 
ind took the Du’as of his teacher. The teacher’s desire of meeting 


hisstudent was fulfilled. 


Iheteacher had earlier told his family that an obedient and dutiful 
sudent of his would be arriving shortly and that he was a pious 
ident who always performed Tahajjud Salah. His household 
prepared avariety of dishes in expectation of this student. 


Afer having completed the meal they set off for the Masjid for Isha 
&lih. At home the daughter of the house folded the Dastarkhan 
lable cloth) and placed water and a prayer mat for the guest in 
radiness for his Tahhajjid Salah. This was done for his 
‘onvenience so that when he wakes up in the night, he is not in 


ay difficulty. 


Afer the teacher and his student completed Isha Salah, they 
"und home and both of them retired to their respective 
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pling over a single verse of the Holy Qur'an. I spent the 
genight until it was time for Fajr contemplating on this verse 
«itid I had deduced many Masa'il. Since I was so engrossed 
tis one verse I didn't get the opportunity to perform my 
gud Salah. I still had my Wudhu from Isha Salah, therefore I 
{mtse the need to renew it at the time of Fajr which explains 


iyhewater was left untouched.” 


Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal 
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quarters to rest for the night. 


The night passed and both of them set off for Fajr Salāh the next 
morning. The daughter went to the guest quarters and noticed that 
the water and the prayer mat were untouched. She was greatly 


surprised. 


After Salāh the host and the guest returned home. The host entered 
the house and his daughter came up to him and asked, “Dear 
father, you have told us that this student of yours is very pious but 
last night he ate to his fill, where as he should have eaten only a 
little so that he may engage in Ibādah at night. Secondly, it appears 
that he had slept the whole night through and not awoken for 
Tahajjud Salāh, because he had not used any of the preparations 
we had left for him. Thirdly, it seems as though he left for Fajr 
Salāh without even making Wudhu. Tell me are these all not 


matters of great concern?” 


ùlsright! These are the fruits and benefits of Halal sustenance, 
ein one night many Masa'il were deduced from one single 
« What a blessed era that was! What Allah 4% fearing people 
twere! What high status of knowledge they had! This incident 
inly an example of their virtue. The teacher was none other than 
an hafiee # and the student was Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal #. 


‘inthe passing of time, teachers and students of that calibre are ~ 
"il diminishing. Nowadays you will hardly find the like 
"ni The ability to deduce and make Ijtihad like they used to do 
‘heard of today, so too is that Halal and wholesome sustenance 


"they earned. 





The teacher listened attentively to what his daughter had told him 
and proceeded towards his guest to explain the great concerns. 


The guest explained regarding his actions during that night saying, 
"Respected teacher, I intended keeping all this a secret but since 
you have asked me about it, I need to divulge it to you. The reason 
why I ate to my fill is because when I placed the first morsel in my 
mouth, I found it to be so blessed that I cannot explain in words, 
these blessings lead me to eat to my fill. My consumption of your 
Halal and wholesome food had lead me to spend the entire night 






“a lnoledge is only acquired for name and fame. Even after 
"the whole night in sleep it becomes difficult to wake up 
rS Halal sustenance is also lacking in our society. There 
ftin Haram sustenance that merely snatches away bless- 


"d Progress, 
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vin Abii Yusuf & states that after he had become the Qadhi, he 
ysone day sitting in the company of Haroon Rasheed, when they 
yeeserved Falooda in Fairooz plates. The Khaleefah asked him to 
ist it because it was a dish rarely made by them. Imam Abu Yu- 
af asked, “What is this?" The Khaleefah replied, “This is Fa- 


"mu 


Imàm Abü Yüsy r 
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Imam Abū Yusuf # 


(113 AH - 182 AH) 


“Knowledge does not give any part of itself to you, until yy 


give your full self to it.” 


The above is the statement of Yaqub Ibn Ibraheem Al-Ansari A) 
Kūfi #, who is famously better known as Imam Abū Yüsuf or 


Qadhi Abū Yusuf $$. nim Abū Yüsuf says that when he heard this he started smil- 


ig When the Khaleefah asked the reason for his smile, he related 


He was born in the year 113 A.H. His father passed away whilsthe | jyentir incident to him. 


was still young. Ali Ibn Ju'd * says that he used to hear Imam Abi 
Yusuf # saying: My father passed away whilst I was still you 
and my mother used to send me to the washer-man to work, but! 
would go and sit in the gathering of Imam Abu Haneefah $. My 
mother would follow me and take me away from Imam Sahibs$ 


gathering and leave me at the washer-man. 


TieKtaleefah commented that indeed knowledge benefits in both, 
lisworld and the Hereafter. 


Ij Allāh & have mercy on Imam Abu Haneefah # who saw with 
‘egjesof his heart which the physical eyes could not notice. 





ain Abū Yüsuf È was the most senior of judges in his era. He 
"Seven entitled, the Chief Justice of this World. He was the dep- 
*) haleefah in all those places over which the Khaleefah ruled. 


I would again go and sit in Imam Sahib’s && gathering. This contin- 
ued for some time, when one day my mother approached Imam 
Sahib # and complained to him, “This is an orphan. Besides him 
have none to support me and I live off what he earns. You have 
tèn Abi Haneefah @ used to say that Imam Abu Yusuf # was 


estranged him.” 
M . . 
Imam Sahib # replied, “This boy will acquire (great) knowledge. ‘stknowledgeable of all his companions. 


And soon he will be partaking of Falooda from plates of Fairooz." hs 5 — TT -— 
Mmaa $ said, "After attending to the duty of Justice, Imam - 


Listening to this, his mother commented, “You are certainly in old lisi would perform 200 Rakats of Salah everyday." 
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ylih & will take me to task on this issue and ask me why I 


Imam Abū Yüsy à 
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Many great and prominent personalities would come and sit in hi 


gatherings, luminaries such as Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal $ ang |yitmeted out justice." 


Imam Muhammad Ibn Hasan . 


The Justice of Qadhi Aba Yüsuf 8 


junlless people have benefited from Imam Abu Yusuf #, Imam 
kammad Ibn Hasan &, Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal #, Bishr Ibn 
jie’ $ Yahya Ibn Ma'een &$, Ali Ibn Ju'd # and Amr Ibn Abi 


: $ 
Imam Abu Yusuf # would exercise the greatest level of justice and £ 


precaution in executing his duty. He describes this in his own ips away in the year 182 AH at the age of 69. Bishr Ibn 


jwith @ said that he heard Imam Abū Yusuf # say, “I 
sonpanied Imam Abū Haneefah # for 17 years and then I was 
gine to the mantle of justice for 17 years and now I deem my 


words: 


“I have hope in Allah 4 that after He has deputed me with the 
duty of being a judge, He will not question me about being oppre- 
sive to any party or being biased towards anyone. I have, however 
fear that He may take me to task regarding one particular incident. 
A person came to me and claimed that an orchard of his was in the 
control of Ameerul-Mu’mineen Haroon Rashid. I asked Ameent- 
Mu’mineen regarding this and he replied that the orchard was his 
and it was sold to him by Khaleefah Mahdi. I told the claimant, 
"You have heard the reply of Ameerul-Mu'mineen, what have you 


pointed time is near.” 


lirbnGhawath # says that a few months thereafter, Imam Abu 
lint passed away. 


The Fruits of Sincerity 
and Honesty 


llink Abū Abdullah worked for a long time in an orchard. 
leorhard belonged to a trader who one day called Mubarak 2p 


ù akd him, “O Mubarak! Go and get me a sweet 
Mtegranate,” 


‘Yak went and plucked off a pomegranate from a tree and 
"hit to his master. The man cut it open but found that it was 


to say?” 


He asked Ameerul-Mu'mineen to take an oath, and he refused. | 
told him that I will ask him thrice to take an oath and if he does 
then, fine otherwise I will have to make a ruling in favour of the 


claimant. 


I asked Ameerul-Mu'mineen thrice to take an oath and he refused. 


I eventually passed the ruling in favour of the claimant. I now feat 
"gy bitter. 
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Hatim Asamm # 


[he a daughter who is receiving marriage proposals. 
oe itis difficult for me to decide who to marry her to. I 
y 





“Mubarak!” he shouted, "I asked for a sweet pomegranate and you 
have brought me a bitte BEI d get eetone" fi ON. 

ave broug r one! Please go and get me a sw p toask for your advice. 
Mubarak $$ went to another tree and fetched another 
pomegranate. When the master cut this one, he found to his 
disappointment that it was also very bitter. 


yak? replied, "During the time of ignorance, people looked 
„mn with high family lineage to marry their daughters to. 
syl of other religions however look for wealth and beauty. 
y digi, we give importance to the condition of a person's 


rT 


“Don’t you know the difference between a sweet and a bitter 


pomegranate?” he asked. 


| 


finder was impressed by Mubarak’s & intelligence and said to 
si Tsee no one better than Mubarak to marry our daughter 
iesexremely honest and reliable and earns a Halal income.” 
tierbre married his daughter to Mubarak && and out of this 
urige the great saint and scholar Abdullah Ibn Mubarak # was 


m 


“Lam sorry, my master,” Mubarak & said, “But I have never tasted 
a single pomegranate in this orchard. I do not know which tree 
grows sweet ones and which tree grows bitter ones.” 

The master asked in surprise, “You have never eaten a single fruit 
from this orchard?!” 


He replied, “You have employed me to care for the fruits and not 
to eat them. I have therefore never eaten a single fruit because | 
have no permission to do so.” 


light Lessons of Hatim Asamm € 


ün Asamm was a renowned Sufi and a favourite pupil of 
iapeque Balki #. Once the Shaykh asked him, “Hatim, how long, 
‘“eyoubeen in my company?" He replied, “Thirty-three years." 
‘eSuykh said, "What did you learn during these thirty-three 
asof association with me?" Hatim $$ replied, "I have learnt 
Yilssons.” At this Shaqeeque 4$, out of disappointment, re- 
Ži mi lilláhi wa inna ilayhi rajioon (Indeed We are Allah's 8% 
"led unto Him are we returning). 

tud regretfully, "You learnt only eight lessons during l 


The trader was surprised and also pleased to know that he wasa 


very honest man. 


The trader had a daughter who he wished to get married. 
Although many people proposed for her hand in marriage, he did 
not marry her to anyone. 


He therefore called Mubarak # one day and asked him, "As you 
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years of association with me? I have wasted all my life in | 


association with you?” The Shaykh said, “Tell me, what are thos 
eight lessons?” 


Hatim “ answered thus: 

1. I have found that everybody loves someone or something, but! 
know that, as soon as he is laid in the grave, his loved ones pat 
company with him. Consequently, I have cultivated love for good 
deeds so that when I die and pass into the grave, my good deeds 


should also accompany me into the grave and I should not be lef 
alone. 


2. I have read in the Holy Qur'an that Allah 3& says: “But as for 
him who feared (in this world) to stand before his Lord (in the 
Hereafter) and restrained himself from (unlawful indulgence in) 
lust, Indeed Jannah will be his home." (An Nazi'at: 40-41) 

I know whatever Allah 3& says is true. Therefore, I have restrained 


myself from unlawful desires and I have become steadfast in devo- 
tion to Him. 





3. I know that in this world, things which are dearest and most 
precious to men are preserved with great care and protected with 
diligence. Allah 4 says: "That which you have (in the world) is 
destroyed (either you die and leave it behind or it will be wasted 
away in your life and that which Allah 3 has, re 
mains" (eternally). (An-Nahl: 96) 

Accordingly, whenever I came by something which was of great 
value to me, or which I prized above other things, I spend it for the 


114 


Hatim Asamm && 
f Islam 
ee 
eof Allah 4 (give it in Allah’s 4% care), so that it should be 
gis 


served forever. 


y Ihave observed that for honour and glory, men turn to wealth, 





shiliy of parentage and other things of pride, but Allah 3£ says: 
‘ndeed the noblest of you in the sight of Allah is the best in pi- 
ay’ (Al-Hujurat:13) I therefore have cultivated piety in myself so 
| hilIshould become the noblest of people in the sight of Allah 3. 


{have noticed that people abuse others, revile them or find fault 
vih them out of jealousy. Then I read in the Holy Qur'an: “We 
hne apportioned amongst people their livelihood in the life of 
he world, and (in this apportionment) We have raised some of 
tem above others in rank, (so) that some of them (should) take 
hour from others.” (Az-Zukhruf:32) 

Therefore, I have restrained myself from jealousy and ceased to 
tem myself with other people's affairs. I know for certain that 
te distribution of livelihood is entirely in the Hands of Allah 3£ 
ad He grants as much as He pleases to whomsoever He likes. I 
fave realised that a man's personal effort has little to do with his 
prosperity or adversity. 


Í. l have observed that in this world, everybody is hostile to 
| meme or the other, and Allah 4 says in the Holy Qur'an: 
‘Indeed Shaytan (the devil) is an enemy for you, so treat him as 
ienemy (Do not be friends with him) (Al-Fatir:6) So I have di- 
ted all my hostilities against Shaytan alone and I always try to 
kæp away from him by all possible means. And as Allah 4% has 





| 115 


Sultan Salah-ud-Deen Ayyubi $ 


jam 


Heroes of Islam Hot Ed "S 
Samm | 
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commanded us to treat him as an enemy, I bear no enmity against 
anyone other than Shaytan. 











çn Salah-ud-Deen Ayyübi $ 
The Power of Du'as 
sind ‘Deen Ayyübi & was the leader of the Muslim 
p" was engaged in a heavy battle against the enemies. 
a län Salah-ud-Deen && heard that the enemies were 
yi epg is army with their huge army as well as their entire 
wilt he became very worried. His army, the Muslims, was 
ag sl in number and did not have great resources like the 


7. I have observed that all people are struggling hard to seek their 
livelihood, so much so that they disgrace themselves before others 
and adopt unlawful means for obtaining their daily bread. How- 
ever, Allah 3 says: "And there is no living being that moves on 
the earth, but his sustenance depends on Allah 8” (Hood:6) 
Considering that I am also one of the creatures whose sustenance 
depends upon Allah 3£, I occupied myself with paying what I owe 
to Allah 3€ and ceased to worry about what Allah 4 has taken the 
responsibility to provide. 


anis. 


pio one night, Sultan Salah-ud-Deen Ayyübi Æ went into 
Isi Agsd and spent the entire night in prayers and Du'as. He 
wel for Allah’s 4 help in overpowering the enemy. The next 
nming as he was leaving Masjid Aqsa after praying Fajr Salah, 
yaw a pious man nearby. Sultan Salah-ud-Deen Ayyubi 4$ 
wiledup to the man and said, “Shaykh, a fleet of ships belonging 
tle enemies is about to attack our army and we do not have 
ayting with which to defend ourselves. Will you please pray 
kte manage to defeat our enemy?” 


8. I have observed that all people have faith upon and put their 
trust in things which themselves have been created by Allah &. 
Some have faith in their estates or business concerns, others in 
their own skill or craftsmanship, and there are still others who 
trust their own physical power and energy. I have read in the Holy 
Qur'an that Allah 3& says: "And whosoever puts his trust in 
Allah, He will suffice him." (At-Talaq:3) 


Shaqeeque Balkhi # thereupon said, “Hatim, may Allah % bless 
you with divine aid for the performance of good deeds! I have 
viewed the teachings of Tawrah, Injeel, Zaboor and the Holy 
Qur'an, and I believe that these eight moral lessons form all that is 
really good and beneficial for man. Therefore, anyone acting upon 
these precepts will be deemed to have practised the learning con- 
tained in all four Scriptures revealed by Allah 3&." 


Vilud-Deen, do not worry. The tears that you have shed last 
Sitlave washed away the enemy's ships." And the next day the 
todnews reached Sultan Salah-ud-Deen Ayyubi’s & ears. Yes, 
‘pious man was indeed correct. The enemy's fleet of ship had 
‘kina storm. 
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commanded us to treat him as an enemy, I bear no enmity against 
anyone other than Shaytan. 

















7. I have observed that all people are struggling hard to seek their 
livelihood, so much so that they disgrace themselves before others 
and adopt unlawful means for obtaining their daily bread. How- 
ever, Allah 3€ says: “And there is no living being that moves on 
the earth, but his sustenance depends on Allah 8” (Hood:6) 
Considering that I am also one of the creatures whose sustenance 
depends upon Allah 4%, I occupied myself with paying what I owe 
to Allah 4 and ceased to worry about what Allah 4 has taken the 
responsibility to provide. 


gis Saah-ud-Deen Ayyubi $$ was the leader of the Muslim 
P that was engaged in a heavy battle against the enemies. 
ijn Sultan Salah-ud-Deen Æ heard that the enemies were 
puding his army with their huge army as well as their entire 
qul flet, he became very worried. His army, the Muslims, was 
ey small in number and did not have great resources like the 


amies. 


dso one night, Sultan Salah-ud-Deen Ayyubi $$ went into 
\isid Aqsa and spent the entire night in prayers and Du'as. He 
eyed for Allah's 4 help in overpowering the enemy. The next 
miming, as he was leaving Masjid Aqsa after praying Fajr Salah, 
eawa pious man nearby. Sultan Salah-ud-Deen Ayyubi ë 
vlked up to the man and said, “Shaykh, a fleet of ships belonging 
ühe enemies is about to attack our army and we do not have 
ating with which to defend ourselves. Will you please pray 
‘awemanage to defeat our enemy?" 


8. I have observed that all people have faith upon and put their 
trust in things which themselves have been created by Allah &. 
Some have faith in their estates or business concerns, others in 
their own skill or craftsmanship, and there are still others who 
trust their own physical power and energy. I have read in the Holy 
Qur’an that Allah 4% says: “And whosoever puts his trust in 
Allah, He will suffice him.” (At-Talaq:3) 


Shaqeeque Balkhi # thereupon said, “Hatim, may Allah s bless 
you with divine aid for the performance of good deeds! I have 
viewed the teachings of Tawrah, Injeel, Zaboor and the Holy 
Qur'an, and I believe that these eight moral lessons form all that is 
really good and beneficial for man. Therefore, anyone acting upon 
these precepts will be deemed to have practised the learning con- 
tained in all four Scriptures revealed by Allah 4.” 


ihud-Deen, do not worry. The tears that you have shed last 
'sithave washed away the enemy's ships." And the next day the 
mi news reached Sultan Salah-ud-Deen Ayyubi's = ears. Yes, 
pous man was indeed correct. The enemy's fleet of ship had 
akina storm. 
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Justice is Achieved 


The third Caliph of the Abbasi rule, Al-Mahdi, was looking fora 

pious, knowledgeable Islamic jurist, whom he could appoint for 

the position of Chief Judge in the city of Kufa. He was told abouta 

man who possessed all of the said qualifications, a man who feared 
none but Allah 4. His name was Shareek Ibn Abdullah 5. The C 
liph summoned him and then said to him when he came, "I indeed 
want to appoint you for the position of Chief Judge in Kufa 
Shareek # said, “I certainly do not want to become a judge ever.’ 
Deeming it his right to pursue the matter further, Al-Mahdi asked, 
^Why?" Shareek $$ answered, “I fear that I will make a mistake in 
one of my judgements, for I am, after all, a mere man; and fear 
that, as a result of that mistake, Allàh 3& will admit me into the 
Hellfire. I also fear that, if I issue a ruling against a leader or gover- 
nor, my ruling will not be executed." 


Caliph Al-Mahdi said, "You know that, if you strive to judge by 
the truth but you then make a mistake, Allah 3& will not hold you 
accountable for it; rather, He will only hold you accountable if you 
judge unjustly on purpose, or if you judge, again on purpose, by 
other than what Allah 3& has revealed. As for the execution and ap- 
plication of your rulings, I promise you that all of your judgements 
will indeed be executed, even if one of them is against me. If indi- 
viduals such as you, righteous Islamic jurists do not agree to be- 
come judges, then who will take upon themselves such responsi- 
bilities? Would you like the ignorant ones, unjust ones or deviant 
ones to become judges? The sin of that happening will be upon 
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ped on the fact that you will have, in that case, fled from 
cem 


pe aments were too strong for Shareek $ to ignore, and so 
kiled to accept the appointment of becoming Chief Judge of 
m governor of Kufa at that time was Musa Ibn Eesa, the 
geotthe Caliph Al-Mahdi. Every morning, Shareek # would go 
pie outhouse and judge between the litigants that came before 
in Ine to the hopes of the Caliph, Shareek# was a very compe- 


ghi just judge, and in regards to his rulings, he feared none 
wtAlah &. 


sue remained untroubled until he had to deal with a special 
w the details of which are as follows. Situated on the shores of 
tefuphrates River in Kufa was a beautiful garden. It was owned 
yansident of Kufa; one day the governor of Kufa, Musa Ibn 
isi decided that it would be nice to own that garden, especially 
weitwas located right beside his castle. He made an offer for the 
myrty, but the owner refused to sell it. When the owner died, 
tearden then became the joint property of his children a number 
Issand one daughter. Having failed to secure the purchase of 
teproperty from its previous owner, Musa Ibn Eesa went to the 
owners and gave a generous offer to buy the garden. All of 
tsm of the previous owner were willing to sell the garden, but 
‘edaughter refused, despite the fact that Musa Ibn Eesa offered a 
‘sum of money, an amount that was much more than what the 
hw was actually worth. And in spite of the daughter's re- 
‘S| the sons sold their shares to the governor. To protect her 
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share of the garden, the young woman built a fence around it. Not 
satisfied at all by having part of the garden and not all of it, Misi 
Ibn Eesa decided to take the young womans share of the property 
by force. He gave some instructions to his guards, who then pro- 
ceeded to destroy the fence that the young woman had built. 


The young woman then went to the courthouse and presented her 
case before Shareek Œ, who ordered that the governor should pre- 
sent himself in his courtroom, so that he could hear what both the 
plaintiff and the defendant had to say. As governor of Kufa, Musa 
Ibn Eesa felt insulted by the request, for why should he dispute a 
case with a mere common woman. Musa Ibn Eesa sent his chief 
guard to go in his place, ordering him to convey the following 
message to the judge: "How can you accept the claim of a woman 
when she has no witnesses with her?" Shareek & looked angrily at 
the governor's representative, especially after hearing the message 
he came with. Shareek & said, "Why are you here, when this mat- 
ter has nothing to do with you? I requested the governor to come 
and not you; therefore your punishment is temporary imprison- 
ment." The judge gave instructions to his guards, who then pro- 
ceeded to arrest the governor's representative and to put him into 
prison. 
When the governor found out what had happened, he sent some of 
Kufa's leaders to the judge, in order to try to reason with him and 
appease his anger. After they introduced themselves to him in his 
courthouse, they said, “The governor must not be treated like a 
common many; rather, he must receive special treatment, treatment 
that is in line with his position and status." Shareek à replied, 
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ite law, all people are equal. As for you, you have inter- 
«A 


jn the law, and the punishment for that is temporary im- 
pet Again, Shareek $ gave instructions to his guards, 
jenarrested the men and put them into prison. 

v 


saisi bn Eesa found out what had happened, he had finally 

gamgh, and so he set out with some of his men; they went to- 

gyro the prison and released all those who were imprisoned 

ytejudge for interfering with the case. The prison guards, who 
d oldnt do anything to stop the governor, went to Shareek 
ipillhim what had just occurred. He exclaimed, “I did not seek 
duba judge; instead, it was the Caliph who coerced me into 
isle job, which I only accepted based on the condition that 
iifny rulings will be executed.” He gathered his papers, books 
altis personal possessions, and then climbed his mount in 
drtohead towards the capital city, Baghdad. 


the governor found out that the judge was leaving, he be- 
aer afraid. For he knew that if the Caliph were to find out 
ittad happened, he would fire him from his post as governor, 
lares of the fact that he was the Caliph's uncle. And that is 
tere out to catch up with the judge before he got too far; 
taught up with him on the outskirts of Kufa, and when he 
‘atalhim, he pleaded with him to return to Kufa, and he prom- 
uhl all of his requests. Shareek # said, “I will not return 
al of the prisoners return to prison and until you present 
‘lin my courtroom, in order to plea your case against the 
ento owns the garden.” 
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Justice is Achieved 


T" law, all people are equal. As for you, you have inter- 
awit the law, and the punishment for that is temporary im- 
got Again, Shareek = gave instructions to his guards, 
phenarrested the men and put them into prison. 
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MM itti is client 


share of the garden, the young woman built a fence around it. Not 
satisfied at all by having part of the garden and not all of it, Misi 
Ibn Eesa decided to take the young woman's share of the property 
by force. He gave some instructions to his guards, who then pro- 


ded to dest the f that th ilt. 
cea a eae ge OEA Oman nat sut jallisa Ibn Eesà found out what had happened, he had finally 


„ugh and so he set out with some of his men; they went to- 
sro the prison and released all those who were imprisoned 
shejudge for interfering with the case. The prison guards, who 
ay couldn't do anything to stop the governor, went to Shareek 
{oll him what had just occurred. He exclaimed, “I did not seek 
mobe a judge; instead, it was the Caliph who coerced me into 
ang the job, which I only accepted based on the condition that 
dín rulings will be executed.” He gathered his papers, books 
alhs personal possessions, and then climbed his mount in 
itto head towards the capital city, Baghdad. 


The young woman then went to the courthouse and presented her 
case before Shareek 5$, who ordered that the governor should pre- 
sent himself in his courtroom, so that he could hear what both the 
plaintiff and the defendant had to say. As governor of Kufa, Musa 
Ibn Eesa felt insulted by the request, for why should he dispute a 
case with a mere common woman. Musa Ibn Eesa sent his chief 
guard to go in his place, ordering him to convey the following 
message to the judge: “How can you accept the claim of a woman 
when she has no witnesses with her?" Shareek & looked angrily at 
the governor's representative, especially after hearing the message 
he came with. Shareek & said, "Why are you here, when this mat- 
ter has nothing to do with you? I requested the governor to come 
and not you; therefore your punishment is temporary imprison- 
ment.” The judge gave instructions to his guards, who then pro- 
ceeded to arrest the governor’s representative and to put him into 


Inte governor found out that the judge was leaving, he be- 
myer afraid. For he knew that if the Caliph were to find out 
ittad happened, he would fire him from his post as governor, 
vals of the fact that he was the Caliph's uncle. And that is 
itende out to catch up with the judge before he got too far; 
taght up with him on the outskirts of Kufa, and when he 
atedhim, he pleaded with him to return to Kufa, and he prom- 
so fulfil all of his requests. Shareek # said, “1 will not return 
vial of the prisoners return to prison and until you present 
wel in my courtroom, in order to plea your case against the 


"nin who owns the garden.” 


prison. 

When the governor found out what had happened, he sent some of 
Kufa’s leaders to the judge, in order to try to reason with him and 
appease his anger. After they introduced themselves to him in his 
courthouse, they said, “The governor must not be treated like a 
common man; rather, he must receive special treatment, treatment 
that is in line with his position and status.” Shareek & replied, 
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Noor-ud-Deen $ 
Nord Deen Ze 


R „ pause they knew that they were now on an equal footing 
Having no other realistic option in the matter, the governor ac- ^as 
cepted all of the judge's terms: the prisoners returned to prison, , 
and the governor presented himself at the courthouse. When both A ssNoor-ud-Deen È was out practising the arts of war, he 
the plaintiff and defendant were finished presenting their cases, [ yan talking to another and pointing to him (i.e. to Noor-ud- 
Shareek # ruled in favour of the woman, ordering the govemorto | 3| Hesenta guard to ask what was the matter, he found out 
rebuild her fence and to abstain from any future attempt at forcing " bem vas a messenger from the judge, who had come to 
her to sell her share of the property. The governor accepted his rul- Bo De E E COEN eer aie 
i i i ith i yas said and |? J > 
ing and quickly complied with its terms. When all was sai E E dede mW E osse 
done, Shareek && ordered for the prisoners to be released from jail. ies à a ES iia ore sek aiios cee 
Later on, in what perhaps seemed to be an awkward meeting for pu ERU » P 
the governor, Shareek && went to him and extended greetings oí mung, 
eace to him. Shareek # then said, “Do you now order me to do ! 
SES denon Seeing the surprised expression on the governor's fac, E reached the judge, he stood side e e NAE ap 
Shareek & said, “What happened before had to do with a right in uif in the same manner that any other defendant wou 


the Shari'ah, and my coming to you now has to do with the rights ai We would be hard pressed in our times to imagine a ruler 
s fang the same. 
of good manners.” d 


Noor-ud-Deen # Imam Waqidi && 


The Ruler Standing before a Judge Selflessness & Sympathy 


Noor-ud-Deen Mahmood & was a just and brave leader. He called Dee Ta Ms of Er ana py 
people to Islam and exhorted them to attend Islamic courts. ni financial difficulties, he was on the MS 8 : P : 
ist approaching and there was nothing in his home. The 


|i i i t the 
He used to say, “Before the Shari'ah, there is no difference between he could a bear it patiently, but what abou 
a man of status and the common man." ‘den at home? 





| 
jay lled to ask for a loan from a trader 
He became known for this statement to the extent that the ee E E SN ^ SCR derstood the inten- 
businessman and men of high standing in society stopped going to "siot his, When his friend saw him, he understoo 


"ilte visit and placed 1,200 Dirhams in a bag and gave it to 
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„pose they knew that they were now on an equal footing 
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Having no other realistic option in the matter, the governor ac- 
cepted all of the judge's terms: the prisoners returned to prism, 
and the governor presented himself at the courthouse. When both 
the plaintiff and defendant were finished presenting their cases, 
Shareek Æ ruled in favour of the woman, ordering the governor to 
rebuild her fence and to abstain from any future attempt at forcing 
her to sell her share of the property. The governor accepted his rul- 
ing and quickly complied with its terms. When all was said and 
done, Shareek Œ ordered for the prisoners to be released from jail. 
Later on, in what perhaps seemed to be an awkward meeting for 
the governor, Shareek # went to him and extended greetings of 
peace to him. Shareek &$ then said, "Do you now order me to do 
anything?" Seeing the surprised expression on the governor's face, 
Shareek # said, “What happened before had to do with a right in 
the Shari'ah, and my coming to you now has to do with the rights 
of good manners.” 


Noor-ud-Deen & 


The Ruler Standing before a Judge 


yj 5 Norud-Deen #8 was out practising the arts of war, he 
un tiKng to another and pointing to him (i.e. to Noor-ud- 
og) te sent a guard to ask what was the matter, he found out 
giema Was a messenger from the judge, who had come to 
jo \oor-ud-Deen that someone had a complaint against him 
jit to take the matter up before the judge, saying, “Deal 
‘meas you would with any other person who comes to you 


nning 


lhe reached the judge, he stood side by side with the 
iik in the same manner that any other defendant would 
al We would be hard pressed in our times to imagine a ruler 
tay the same, 


Imam Wagidi & 
Selflessness & Sympathy 


win Vigidi 8 was a great scholar of his time. Once he was in 
ulinncial difficulties, he was on the verge of poverty. Eid 
‘wht approaching and there was nothing in his home. The 
lès ould perhaps bear it patiently, but what about the 


Noor-ud-Deen Mahmood # was a just and brave leader. He called ! 
people to Islām and exhorted them to attend Islamic courts. 


He used to say, “Before the Shari'ah, there is no difference between 1 
a man of status and the common man.” “tenat home? 


‘js that he was compelled to ask for a loan from a trader 
"alf fis, When his friend saw him, he understood the inten- 
"tte visit and placed 1,200 Dirhams in a bag and gave it to 


He became known for this statement to the extent that the 
businessman and men of high standing in society stopped going to 
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ja tis wonderful incident of selflessness and sympathy 
ai the Wazeer of the country, Yahya Ibn Khalid, he took 
Dinars and said, “Two thousand is for Waqidi, two thou- 


giorthe Hashimi, two thousand for the trader and the balance 
tousand for Waqidi’s wife, who was the most worthy and 


ping of it." 
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Imam Wagqidi $$. 


When he reached home, a Hàshimi friend of his came by, who was 
also in a state of poverty and need. Wagidi ® said to his wife, 
^Distribute the contents of the bag into two equal parts and in this 
way both our needs will be sufficed." 


{ol hey prefer others over themselves, even though poverty 


His wife said, "This is strange! You have been to a normal layman ? 
gheir lot.” (59:9) 


who gave you 1,200 Dirhams and you are only giving him half of 


what a layman has given you! Do give him the entire bag.” , um 
te were those people who appreciated the value of Islamic 


Without any hesitation, Imam Wagidi * gave the entire sealed uet, such iet when a non- Muslim saw their behaviour he 
bag, without even opening it to his Hāshimi friend. He took the ted slam willingly. 
bag. 

Meanwhile, the trader friend of Imam Waqidi 5 stopped by this 
Hashimi, and said, “Eid is very close by, and there is nothing in the 


home. I would like a loan." The Hashimi, offered him the very 


same bag, sealed. 


Ideal Ameer 


{jus person once asked Abu Ishaq Ibraheem #8, “Shaykh! I 

‘to travel with you.” Abū Ishaq Ibraheem = accepted the 

asrequest and said, "However, one of us will have to be the 

When he saw his own bag, which was still sealed, he was aston- set (leader) so that everything runs smoothly.” 

ished and sought to investigate the circumstances surrounding it. 

; CAM R me. au must be the Ameer," the man said. To iud Abu Ishaq 

He left the bag with the Hashimi and came to Imam Wagidi 5, u 

; 3 fim said to the man, "Then you must obey me.’ 

who narrated the entire episode to him. In reality, the trader also 

had nothing besides the bag and its contents, and he gave the en- hs. 

tire bag to Imam Wagidi 5$ and sought a loan for himself, which is kg man relates the story further. He says, Whenever we 

why he went to the Hashimi. When the Hashimi offered him the *Setastop, Abu Ishaq Ibraheem * would tell me to sit down 
len fetch water himself. Because it was winter, he would 


bag, the entire secret was revealed. 
“cfitewood himself, light a fire and do all the other work. He 
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; stim Shams-ud-Deen Altamish && 

—<~ 
"i time arrived for the Janàzah Salah to be performed, a 
um forward and announced, "I am the person who has to 
goitthe will of Qutb-ud-Deen Bakhtiyar Kaki # and I wish to 
jn what he wanted." All the people present fell silent. 
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never gave me permission to help him, because the condition was 
that he would give the instructions and I should obey them. 


When heavy rain fell on the journey, he took off his shawl and held 
it over me all through the night so that I would not get wet. 
Although I was very embarrassed about this, I could do nothing 
because of our agreement. 


gusstated that only that person should lead his Janazah Salah 
ahuste following qualities in him: 





| Hemust never have missed the first Takbeer for any Salah in 

tis lifetime (ie. he always started every Salah with the 

Inàn). 

| Remust never have missed a single Tahajjud Salah. 

| He must never have looked at a non-Mahram woman (a 
wman who he is not allowed to look at) with an evil glance. 


The following morning, I told him that I was now the Ameer. 
"That's fine,” he replied. However, when we reached the next stop, 
he again took all the work upon himself. “Why are you disobeying 
the Ameer?” I asked. He replied, “Disobedience is when one tells 
the Ameer to serve himself." 


He then behaved like this throughout the long journey to Makkah. 
When we eventually reached, I was so embarrassed by the 
wonderful manner in which he treated me that I ran away from 
him. However, he saw me in Mina and said, "Son! One should 
show love for a friend just as I had done for you." 


{ Hemust never have missed the four Rak'at Sunnah Salah be- 
fore Asr.” B 





tm was a long silence before someone stepped forward and 
ratup to the body of Qutb-ud-Deen Bakhtiyar Kaki #. "^O Qutb- 
Deen Bakhtiyar Kaki! Although you have passed away, you 
‘ieembarrassed me in front of all these people today. It is before 
‘bese people that I take an oath in Allah’s 4 name that I have all 
ofthese qualities. This is only by the grace of Allah 3&." 


Shams-ud-Deen Altamish $ 


Allah 3£ Granted me Four Qualities 


When Qutb-ud-Deen Bakhtiyar Kaki Æ passed away, there was 
great sadness and grief amongst the people. The body was pre- 
pared for burial and taken to a large field. There was a sea of peo- 
ple and they could be seen as far as the eye could see. 


ihn the people looked at the man, they saw that it was the king 
‘insud-Deen Altamish 8. 


126 
127 








Heroes of Islam A Very Special Dream 
$$ 


If a king is able to lead such a life of piety, what stops shopkeeper; {ý 
and office workers like us from doing the same? May Allah & give |) 
us all the ability to do good. Ameen! 


A Very Special Dream 


History books contain the mention of an amazing incident that 
took place in the year 557. At the time, ‘Abbasi dynasty was 
experiencing a sharp decline. As the lands of the Muslims became 
plagued by weaknesses and even chaos, some Christians got 
together and plotted to remove the Prophet's & body from his 
grave and to transport it back to their own lands, in what would 
obviously be a serious blow to the morale of the Muslims. For this 
diabolical plot, they sent two men to Madeenah, both of whom 
disguised themselves in Moroccan garments and claimed to be 
travellers who came to visit the holy city. 


The two men stayed in a well-known house that was adjacent to the 
Holy Prophet's # Masjid. In order to blend in with the surroundings, 





















uim A Very Special Dream 
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dso they would get rid of it while they would take their 

vy ik in Al- -Baqi’, the famous graveyard of Madeenah. As they 
iva through the graveyard, they would slowly pour out the 
ginn undemeath their cloaks. And all the while they would be 
ga hers the impression that they were visiting the graveyard in 
g&u remember death and the Hereafter. At times, they would 
pail the excess dirt into a well that was near their home. After 
gy aysof secret toil, the two men were finally near the grave of the 
prophet &. Feeling sure now that they would succeed in 
jai mission, they began to concentrate their thoughts on 
ning a plan to actually transport the Holy Prophet's # body to 
fer homeland. But they could plot and plan as much as they 
med, for Allah € had other plans for them, and what He wills, He 
w 


wavay from Madeenah, the ruler during that era, Noorud-Deen 
limmad Ibn Zanki # saw a troubling dream. In that dream, he 
ahe Holy Prophet & pointing to two men of red complexion, and 
tuting Noorud-Deen Muhammad % to protect him from them. 


oud-Deen Muhammad # then woke up, both frightened and 
gated. In order to calm his nerves, he stood up to pray, after which 
tient back to sleep. But during that night, he saw the same 
tam three times. When he woke up the third time, he 
moned for one of his ministers to come to him. That minister 
*slimil Uddeen Al-Moosili #, a wise minister who was a prac- 
&y righteous Muslim. When the ruler finished telling him about 
Stream, Jamal Uddeen $ said, “This is concerning something 
"s happening in Madeenah. Go now to the Holy Prophet's # 
"id keep secret what you have seen.” 


they performed acts of worship in a noticeable manner, always 
hoping to be seen by others in order to gain their trust. But on 
the inside, they were plotting to achieve the task for which they had 
been sent. 















Having come up with a plan that, at least in their minds, was sure to 
work, they began to execute it. They secretly began to dig a tunnel 
from inside their house, and by continuing to dig, they hoped to 
eventually reach the Holy Prophet's && grave. Every day, they 
would dig a little bit, placing the extra dirt in bags. They of course did 
not want to be seen by anyone when they would dispose of the extra 


128 
129 






















Heroes of Islam A Very Special Dream 





For the remainder of that night, Noorud-Deen Muhammad $ made 
preparations to leave. 20 mounts were loaded and 20 men, one of 
them being Jamal Uddeen #, made preparations to go with their 
leader. They made the journey from Syria to Madeenah in 16 days. 
When they reached their destination, Noorud-Deen Muhammad 
*&$ went to Masjid Nabawi and prayed, but as of yet, he had no idea 
what he should do about his dream. 


His minister, Jamal Uddeen Š, asked him if he remembered what the 

two people he saw in his dream looked like. Noor-ud-Deen 

Muhammad 5 said that he remembered them clearly, and that if he 

were to see them now, he would certainly recognize them. Jamal 
Uddeen had a plan to apprehend the two men, and he immediately 
put it into action. When the inhabitants of Madeenah were gathered 
in the Masjid, Jamal Uddeen # made the following announce- 
ment: "Indeed, the ruler has brought with him a great deal of 
wealth that has been earmarked for charity. Have the poor ones 
among you register their names, and then bring them, so that each 
can take his fair share.” While each person came to take a share of 
the handout, Noorud-Deen Muhammad $ was standing right there, 
looking at each person, in the hope of seeing one or both of the men 
he saw in his dream. Many people came and went, but Noorud- 
Deen Muhammad # saw no one who resembled either of the two 
men. 


í 
yo 
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{slam A Very Special Dream 


¿Deen Muhammad's & mouth. When the two men were 

aft before him, Noorud-Deen Muhammad # immediately 

aed them: they were the two men that the Holy Prophet 
pated toin his dream. Noorud-Deen # asked them, “Where 
gjuttom?” They said, "We are from the West, and we have come 
anoder to perform Hajj. After we arrived, we decided to stay 
elis year. 


was their plot was not exactly clear to Noorud-Deen # at that 
avi, but he knew they were guilty of something, and so he 
gimed to interrogate them, hoping that they would confess their 

me whatever it was. But they kept to their story, and with no proof 
gistttem, Noorud-Deen $$ couldn't justly take any steps against 
im Noorud-Deen & then ordered for their home to be 
rhed. After a thorough search, they found nothing peculiar 
sea lage amount of money that the two men had stored in 
térhome. As everyone began to file out of the two men's home, 
lih & guided Noorud-Deen # to look at the wooden floor. 
he of its boards was loose, and Noorud-Deen # stooped 
hyn to have a closer look. He realised that the board was not 
tated solidly to the floor, and so he picked it up. The people of 
\ateenah were shocked to see the entrance of a tunnel and even 
mye shocked to see where it led to, for they had been certain that the 
Womenwere righteous Muslims. 


He then asked, "Is there anyone left who still has not taken his 
share?" Someone said, "There remains two men from Morocco; they 
refuse to take their share, and indeed, they are both very righteous" 
“Bring them to me!" were the immediate words that came out of 


‘terbeing beaten by the furious ruler, the two men confessed that 
tey weren't really from the West, but were instead two Christians 
ihohad been sent by their leaders with a great deal of wealth that 
"sid to them upfront for the job of removing the Holy Prophet 
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jon of the heart’ (Fana al-Qalb). He then turned to the 
do Mirza Mazhar Jan-e-Janan Alawi Dehlawi 5$, who 
allim to the final stage in the Mujaddidiyyah Tareeqah. 
sgh fine Janàn & had tremendous affection toward, and love 
y (idi Thana-ullah Panipati & and gave him the title of Alam 
jad the flag of guidance). 


8 from his grave and transporting the body back to their lands. 
Noorud-Deen $$ ordered for the two men to be executed and for the 
tunnel to be blocked up and filled with dirt. When these two orders 
were executed, he returned to Syria. And Allah 3& knows best. 


Shaykh Qadhi 
Thana-ullah Panipati & 


(D.1225 AH/1810 CE) 


gold regarding Qadhi Thana-ullah Panipati #6, “Awe from his 
wy and Taqwa has engulfed my heart. He is one who 
skments and propagates the Shariah, illuminates Tareeqah and 
jsses angelic traits. Even the angels revere him.” He once said, 
{Alih was to seek from me a gift, I would present 
juiullah to Him.” In recognition of his oceanic knowledge of 
iind Hadeeth the Imam and Muhaddith Shaykh Abdul-Aziz 
iillaiullah Dehlawi gave him the title of ‘Bayhaqi of the age’. 


The great Shaykh, the Imam, the Allamah, the Muhaddith 
Thana-ullah Uthmani Panipati # was one of the most erudite 
scholars (of undivided India). He was from the progeny of Shaykh 
Jalal-ud-Deen Uthmani &&, through whom his family tree reaches 
the blessed Companion Sayyiduna Uthman Ibn Affan 4. He was 
born, and grew up, in the town of Panipat where he memorised 
the Holy Qur'an and studied Arabic for a while with the teachers 
of the town. He then travelled to the city of Delhi and studied 
under the legendary master and Imam Shah Waliullah Ibn Abdur- 
Raheem Umari Dehlawi #, better known as ‘Shah Waliullah', from 
whom he acquired the science of Hadeeth. 





Wh Chulam Ali Alawi Dehlawi # says in his book 
Hlaamat, "Qàdhi Thana-ullah Panipati = was second to none 
angst lis contemporaries in Taqwa and piety. He used to exert 
‘nglfinhis devotions to Allah 4%, praying a hundred Rak'at and 
tinga seventh portion of the Holy Our'an every day. All this he 
& to do alongside other forms of Dhikr, Muraqabah 
intin) and his preoccupation with teaching, lecturing, 
‘ing and adjudication.” He says elsewhere in the same book, 
‘this sharp and clear intellect, fine wisdom and extraordinary 
Smality he had reached the stage of Ijtihad in Fiqh and Usool. 
‘had authored a detailed book in Fiqh, in which he elaborated 
Masalah with its source and substantiating evidences whilst 


He read Fatihah al-Faragh and completed his formal education in 
the sciences of the Deen at the young age of eighteen years. 
Thereafter he adopted the company of Shaykh Muhammad Abid 
Sunnami *, from whom he received training in Tareeqah. Through 
the training imparted by the latter Shaykh, Qadhi Thana-ullah 
Panipati # reached the level known in Tareeqah as the 
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pointing out the opinions of the four Imams in Figh in that 
particular Mas'alah. He had also authored a smaller book entitled 
al-Akhdhu bil-Aqwa in which he recorded all the stronger 
opinions of the schools of Fiqh. He had also authored an exegesis 
(Tafseer) of the Holy Qur'an in seven large volumes." 
Shaykh Muhsin Ibn Yahya Turhuti & says in al-Yani al-Jani 
“Qadhi Thana-ullah Panipati $ was a jurist, a jurisprudent, one 
who had renounced the world and a Mujtahid. He had his own 
opinions in the (Hanafi) school of law. He authored magnificent 
works in Fiqh, Tafseer and Zuhd. His Shaykh was proud of him.” 


His famous works include: At-Tafseer al-Mazhari in seven 
volumes, a two-volume detailed book in Hadeeth, Mala-Budde- 
Minhu in Hanafi Fiqh, Irshad Uth-Talibeen in Tasawwuf, 
Tadhkirah al-Mawta wal-Quboor, Tadhkirah al-Ma'ad, Haqeeqat al 
-Islam, a treatise on the ruling on singing and music, a treatise on 
the unlawfulness of the practice of Mutah, a treatise on Ushr and 
Khiraj and a few other treatises. He passed away during Rajab 1225 
AH (1810 CE) in his home town of Panipat. May Allah % grant him 
and all the masters mentioned in this article the highest of 
Paradise. 


Shaykh Ashraf Ali Thanwi & 


Shaykh Ashraf Ali Thanwi $$ was born on the 5th of Rabeeuth- 
Thani 1280 A.H. (1863) in the village of Thana Bhawan. He lost his 
mother at a tender age and was brought up by his father in a fairly 
wealthy background. His father took great pains in teaching him 


dá 2i. 
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jhisyounger brother discipline and good character. 

wna young age he had a great desire for Salah. Even whilst 
ping he used to imitate the worshippers, e.g. he gathered all his 
sais shoes, placed them in a line, put one shoe in front of the 
mad expressed his happiness that the shoes were performing 
ih He also had a great inclination to deliver lectures. On his 
ntthe shops, he used to enter any Masjid, ascend the Mimbar 
aideliver a Khutbah (sermon). 


{tthe age of 12, he began performing Tahajjud and other Nafl 
wih and Wazeefah. His love for Deen was sown by his initial 
tater, Shaykh Fatih Muhammad Sahib #. After learning the ba- 
xKiübs from his uncle and Shaykh Fatih Muhammad 4$, he pro- 
tied to Deoband to complete his studies and qualified at the ten- 
kage of 20 years. From his student days he became famous for 
isinteligence and sharp-wittedness. He never wasted his time in 
ttle play and amusement. Such was his burning desire to obtain 
Uowledge that he learnt certain Kitabs, which he could not study 
iring dass times, from his teachers while they were performing 
ludu. Shaykh Ashraf Ali's Æ teachers were all great luminaries 
‘teir time, The most important amongst them was Shaykh Mu- 
‘mad Ya'qoob Sahib && from whom he achieved the greatest 
Wut of knowledge and spiritual benefit. He learnt QOirat 
titor) from the well-known Qari Muhammad Abdullah Sahib 
iiir Makki & and mastered it to such an extent that it became 
tult for the listener to distinguish between the recitation of the 


‘Went and the teacher. 
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After qualifying, he spent 14 years in Kanpur teaching, writing and 
propagating to the people. During this period, thousands of 
students quenched their thirst at this ‘ocean of knowledge’ 
Although Shaykh Ashraf Ali Thanwi # was still very young, the 
people of Kanpur respected and honoured him tremendously and 
it was at that time that he became famous. His discourses were 
greatly appreciated and were being printed in the form of booklets 
Very few scholars in the history of Islam have had so many of their 
discourses printed. 


During his student days in Deoband, he desired to make a pledge 
at the hands of Shaykh Rasheed Ahmad Gangohi # who refused, 
saying that it would harm his studies. Shaykh Ashraf Ali $ then 
wrote a letter to Haji Imdadullah & in Makkah urging him to make 
Shaykh Gangohi Æ accept the pledge. Haji Imdadullah # by 
means of a letter instead accepted Shaykh Ashraf Ali & as his dis- 
ciple. 


When Shaykh Ashraf Ali accompanied his father for Hajj one 
year after qualifying, he renewed his pledge at the hands of Haji 
Imdadullah 4$. After his return from Makkah, he continued teach- 
ing and propagating while his desire for Dhikr intensified. 


He used to deliver lectures while standing for five to six hours and 
sometimes even seven hours continuously. 


In 1315 A.H. he left Kanpur and on the advice of his spiritual 
mentor, Haji Imdadullah #, returned to Thana Bhawan. This was 
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gos of Islam, 


jyut of the divine plan of the Creator so that the Khanqah of 
jlndidullah 2 would once again be re-inhabited. This was the 
imination of the first phase of his life which was devoted more to 
gous education. 

kond phase which began with his return to Thana Bhawan 
w«evoted more to imparting spiritual benefits to the masses. 
Wki Ashraf Ali wrote books in every field whether it be 
liver or Tasawwuf, Fiqh or Tajweed. All his works total more 
imathousand. In the field of Hadeeth, he did not write any 
iiuninous work directly because he had many assistants. In this 
n the voluminous 'la-us-Sunan was written under his 
giae. Regarding this Kitab, he said that if this Madrasah does 
wd other work besides the writing of this book, it will be a 
gutachievement because it is a unique work. 


haps very few Muslim homes do not possess ‘Behishti Zewar’ 
ai Mundjate-Maqbool’, two of Shaykh’s famous books. His 
liver ‘Bayanul Qur’an’ is unparalleled. Shaykh Anwar Shah 
imeri 8, well known for his in-depth knowledge, used to say 
‘tater reading Bayanul Qur'an, he developed a desire to read 
Idu books, 


Serity 

‘bough Shaykh Ashraf Ali Æ wrote such a large number of 

"s le did not earn a penny from them. All his work was solely 
bepleasure of Allah 3. He granted full permission to anyone 

"t desired to print his books. Some of his works have been 
$i hundreds of editions. Shaykh # used to say that all 
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praises are due to Allah % because all the essential work has been 
done. The path towards Deen has been cleared for centuries. 
Insha-Allah, his books, discourses and advice will be of assistance 
in religious matters for future generations. This is all due to the 
blessings of Haji Imdadullah &. 


Inspiration 

On 20 Jumadal Oola 1346 A.H. whilst performing Fajr Salah, he 
was inspired about the effects of certain acts. If the Muslims 
practised these acts, their calamities could be overcome. Shaykh $ 
subsequently gathered 25 principles and had them printed ina 
booklet called ‘Hayatul Muslimeen’. 


Although Shaykh # wrote over 1000 books, he had this to say, “I 
never thought of my books being a means of salvation for me. 
However, with regards to Hayatul Muslimeen, I have a strong 
feeling it will be a means of my salvation. I regard it as the earning 
and capital of my entire life.” 


Death 

Shaykh $$ spent his entire life serving Deen in every field. It is for 
this reason that he has been conferred the titles of Hakeemul 
Ummat and Mujaddidul-Millat. After blessing the earth for 8 
years with his presence, he passed away on 16 Rajab 1362 A.H. (0 
July 1943). The Janazah Salah was performed by Shaykh Zafar 
Ahmad Uthmani #. 
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Shaykh Ashraf Ali Thanwi && 


Advice for the Students of Deen 


$m of our Students of Deen labour under the idea: ‘We shall 
ske Amal (practise the laws) after completion of studies.’ This 
iustotally erroneous. The sin which you are unable to abandon 
ij the obedience which you refuse to adopt today and your 
iif control of the Nafs today because you leave it free will 
was further later. Later (i.e. after studies) to a greater extent 
ilyube unable to abandon the sin. You will then not be able to 
iptobedience nor control the Nafs. 


nhe contrary, it is simpler to act today (while you are engaged 

ile pursuit of Knowledge). As time passes, Akhlaq Razeelah 

‘ilhabits) will become stronger and rooted. 

llle complaints and criticism which the general public has, 

wins the Scholars are on account of their corrupt moral condi- 
in By Amal (practise of Deen) I am not referring to abundance of 
\wwaf, Salah, Sawm, etc. By the Grace of Allah 3$, you do engage 
ites acts of worship. The focus of my attention does not 


iem these acts. The focus of my attention is Akhlaq (Moral 
Caracter), 


"inim all sins of the heart and gaze, etc. Be concerned with 
“sures to remedy these illnesses of the heart. Never come near 
“ted, As a result of this disease of greed you fall greatly in the 
"5 the people. Wherever there is the slight sign of this state 
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(ie. of being despised by wealthy people) do not venture near 
them. 

Never adopt any measures to gain their favour even if you are in 
dire need (financial adversity). Be completely independent.” 


Shaykhul-Islam Sayyid 
Husain Ahmad Madani & 


(1296-1377 AH/1879-1957 CE) 


Born in Bangar, Mao, the Indian district of Annow on 19 Shawwal 
1296 AH (5 October 1879 CE), Shaykh Sayyid Husain Ahmad Ma- 
dani 4$ began his primary Islamic education in Faizabad. At the 
age of twelve, he travelled to the Darul-Uloom at Deoband where 
he studied the intermediate and higher level books of the tradi- 
tional Dars-e-Nizami course. During his seven and a half years at 
the Darul-Uloom, Shaykh Sayyid Husain Ahmad Madani # stud- 
ied about sixty books, twenty four of which were taught by the leg- 
endary Imam of undivided India, Shaykhul-Hind Mahmidul- 
Hasan # (1268-1339 AH/1851-1920 CE). 


He describes in his two volume Urdu autobiography (Naqsh- 
Hayat: A Sketch of My Life) how, as a young student at the 
Darul-Uloom, he was very close to Shaykhul-Hind and had free 
access to the latter's home. Similar affection was shown by all his 
illustrious teachers at the Darul-Uloom. 
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„nug Alim (scholar), Shaykh Sayyid Husain Ahmad Madani 
ied his allegiance of Tasawwuf (Bay’ah) at the blessed hands 
jpinam of his age, dubbed ‘the Abu Haneefah of the era’, 
itu-Mashaikh Rasheed Ahmad Gangohi 3$ (1244-1323 
4189-1905 CE). 


10 AH (1898 CE) he travelled with his parents and siblings to 
endiant city of Madeenah Munawwarah, where his father, 
mi Habeebullah = settled permanently in fulfillment of his 
anng to undertake Hijrah. On their way to Madeenah Munaw- 
mh he family spent some days in the blessed company of the 
we of all the Indian Mashaikh of his age, Haji Imdadullah 
liar Makki & (1233-1317 AH/1817-1899 CE) in the Holy city of 
lla Mukarramah. 


:lilRAH (1900 CE) Shaykh Sayyid Husain Ahmad Madani *$ 

uihiseldest brother, Shaykh Sayyid Muhammad Siddiq 49 (1288- 

ij) AH/I871-1913 CE), were summoned to India by Shaykh 
bied Ahmad Gangohi &. Shortly after arrival, Imam Rasheed 
‘nd Gangohi $ wrapped Amamahs (turbans) around their 
“sand granted them formal Khilafah (or Ijāzah) in Tasawwuf. 
Ù both remained in India for two years before returning to 


‘denah with a group of Hajis. 


Men Shaykh Sayyid Husain Ahmad Madani 4$ and his family 
"lied on their very long journey to Madeenah, his beloved 
“te, Shaykh Mahmüdul-Hasan, walked with them to the train 

He advised Shaykh Sayyid Husain Ahmad Madani $& 
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never to give up teaching the Islamic sciences, wherever he may be 
and whatever the circumstances. He held fast to this advice. Once 
settled in Madeenah, despite the severe tribulations that he and his 
family underwent, Shaykhul-Islam began teaching some books of 
the Islamic sciences in the Masjid of the beloved Prophet &. 


In the sections of his autobiography detailing his academic pur- 
suits in Madeenah, he describes his surprise at the relatively poor 
academic abilities of those who were lecturing in the Holy Masjid 
at the time, compared with what he had been accustomed to in In- 
dia. 


No sooner had he commenced his lectures on the various Islamic 
sciences that his fame spread far and wide. Students began to de- 
sert the other lecturers and flocked to his lectures. They would 
marvel at the depth and richness of his oceanic knowledge of all 
the Islamic sciences and his grounding in the Fiqh of all four 
schools of sacred law. Consequently, he found himself the target of 
much envy and malice. 


Students, many of them from Madeenah, Turkish, Bukhari, Qazani, 
Kazakhi, Egyptian and Afghani origins - would find themselves 
mesmerised by his lectures on a wide spectrum of texts, many of 
which he himself had not studied previously, including in 


«(Blam Shaykh Husain Ahmad Madani $ 
jii another branch of Arabic eloquence); Badiyyat Ibn Ha- 


‘jedi Figh; Nürul-Idhah, Multaqa'l-Abhur, Durar etc. In the 
gence of the Shafíee and Maliki schools; Sharh 
“vawami-l’|-Subki, Sharh Mustafa-ul-Usool, Waraqat, Sharh 
iil Usool. In Aqaid (Islamic creed); Musamarah Sharh 
pnh Sharh Tawali’ul-Anwar, Jawharah. In Mustalah-ul- 
geh (principles and technicalities of Hadeeth) Alfiyyah 


‘quitHadeeth, Bayquniyyah and many other texts in the 


ms of Farid; (law of inheritance), Mantiq (logic), Tafseer 
apsof the Holy Qur'an), Hadeeth (Prophetic traditions) and 
tin (theology). 


itle ever increasing insistence of students, he would deliver 
xen lectures a day; five in the morning, three or four after 
"yes two after Asr prayers, two after Maghrib prayers 
Ueatter Isha prayers. He would only sleep for three to three 
ilal hours, sometimes suspending all lectures and sleeping 
‘atoseven hours, thereby refreshing himself for a full week. 
liste did without any form of salary, upon the guidance of his 
thal mentor, Shaykh Rasheed Ahmad Gangohi #. 


®unstances of the Muslims (of India) compelled Shaykh Sayyid 
'sin Ahmad Madani # to return to India. There, under the lead- 
%W of his illustrious teacher, Shaykh Mahmudul-Hasan &, he 
Sall himself to the nationwide movement for freedom of In- 
*135 AH (1917 CE) he and Shaykhul-Hind 4$ were arrested 


Ilmun-Nahw (grammar); the  Ajrümiyyah, Hallan, Kafrawi, 
Alfiyyah, Sharh Ibn Ageel, Sharh Alfiyyah Ibn Hisham. In 
IImul-Ma'ani wa'l-Bayan (the science of Arabic eloquence); Sharh 
Uqoodul-Juman, Risalah Istiarat, Risalah Wad'iyyah li'l-Qadhi. In 
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in Hijaz (in modern day Saudi Arabia) and imprisoned in Malta. 
After his release in 1338 AH (1920 CE), he became even more dedi- 
cated to the fight for India’s freedom. 


When Shaykhul-Hind # passed away that same year, Shaykh Say- 
yid Husain Ahmad Madani $ continued his illustrious teacher's 
struggle for India's independence and in 1360 AH (1941 CE) was 
appointed president of the Jamiatul-Ulama of India, a role in 
which he served until his demise in 1377 AH (1957 CE). 


Upon the final instruction of his beloved teacher Shaykhul-Hind 
$$, Shaykh Sayyid Husain Ahmad Madani $ taught Hadeeth at a 
Madrasah in Calcutta for a short period before moving to Sylhet 
(in modern day Bangladesh), where, during the six years that he 
lived there, he taught Hadeeth, served as the prime and unparal- 
leled spiritual mentor of the Muslims of the region and carried on 
his mission to see an independent India. 


In 1346 AH (1927 CE), he accepted the post of grand Shaykh of 
Darul-Uloom Deoband as Shaykhul-Hadeeth. An estimated 3,856 
students studied Hadeeth under him. Many thousands of Muslims 
pledged the allegiance of Tasawwuf (Bay’ah) at his hands, from 
whom a total of 166 were granted formal Khilafah (or Ijazah) in 


Tasawwuf by Shaykhul-Islam. 


After the independence of India, Shaykh Sayyid Husain Ahmad 
Madani $$ distanced himself from politics and devoted all his time 
and energy on the teaching of Hadeeth, spiritually reforming the 
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ad Da'wah. In recognition of his sacrifices for India, in 
4/54 CE) the government wished to confer Shaykh Mau- 
jid Husain Ahmad Madani # an honorary official title. He 
ssi aing that the acceptance of such an award was contrary 
ly (his pious predecessors (the Salaf and Akabir). 


somites and selflessness for the people of India generally, and 
te Muslims of India specifically, remain till this day 
sued. His legacy remains alive today throughout the 
athand width of not just south Asia, but the world. 





(iskendary master passed away in 1377 AH (1957 CE) at his 
fixin Deoband. His funeral prayer was led by the great Shayk- 
sieh Muhammad Zakariyya Kandhalwi = (1315-1402 
la 11188-1982 CE). He was laid to rest beside his teacher Shaykhul 


‘ai)lhmidul-Hasan and 7 AHi T Islam Muhammad 
En Ninotwi $ (1248-1297 AH/1833-1880 CE), the founder of 


tlinl-Uloom, within its precincts in Deoband. 


x 


Shaykh Anwar Shah Kashmiri = 


tug 
"nib Anwar Shah Kashmiri $& was from the progeny of Shaykh 
‘tod Narwari È whose ancestors were from Baghdad. They 
“Wied fo Multan and Lahore and eventually settled in Kashmir. 
"nl Tasmiri s & father, Shaykh Muhammad Muazzam Shah ## 
"i moyned scholar and a famous saint of Kashmir. 
tion 
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in Hijaz (in modern day Saudi Arabia) and imprisoned in Malta. 
After his release in 1338 AH (1920 CE), he became even more dedi- 
cated to the fight for India’s freedom. 


When Shaykhul-Hind # passed away that same year, Shaykh Say- 
yid Husain Ahmad Madani & continued his illustrious teacher's 
struggle for India’s independence and in 1360 AH (1941 CE) was 
appointed president of the Jamiatul-Ulama of India, a role in 
which he served until his demise in 1377 AH (1957 CE). 


Upon the final instruction of his beloved teacher Shaykhul-Hind 
#8, Shaykh Sayyid Husain Ahmad Madani $$ taught Hadeeth at a 
Madrasah in Calcutta for a short period before moving to Sylhet 
(in modern day Bangladesh), where, during the six years that he 
lived there, he taught Hadeeth, served as the prime and unparal- 
leled spiritual mentor of the Muslims of the region and carried on 
his mission to see an independent India. 


In 1346 AH (1927 CE), he accepted the post of grand Shaykh of 
Darul-Uloom Deoband as Shaykhul-Hadeeth. An estimated 3,856 
students studied Hadeeth under him. Many thousands of Muslims 
pledged the allegiance of Tasawwuf (Bay’ah) at his hands, from 
whom a total of 166 were granted formal Khilafah (or Ijazah) in 
Tasawwuf by Shaykhul-Islam. 


After the independence of India, Shaykh Sayyid Husain Ahmad 


Madani @ distanced himself from politics and devoted all his time 
and energy on the teaching of Hadeeth, spiritually reforming the 


144 


joes of Islam Shaykh Anwar Shah Kashmiri = 
ee 


justims and Da'wah. In recognition of his sacrifices for India, in 
| 93 AH (1954 CE) the government wished to confer Shaykh Mau- 
ji Sayyid Husain Ahmad Madani # an honorary official title. He 
lined, saying that the acceptance of such an award was contrary 
nthe way of his pious predecessors (the Salaf and Akabir). 


fis sacrifices and selflessness for the people of India generally, and 

lir the Muslims of India specifically, remain till this day 
mparalleled. His legacy remains alive today throughout the 
iadth and width of not just south Asia, but the world. 


Tis legendary master passed away in 1377 AH (1957 CE) at his 

home in Deoband. His funeral prayer was led by the great Shayk- 
hu-Hadeeth Muhammad Zakariyya Kandhalwi * (1315-1402 -- 
AH/1898-1982 CE). He was laid to rest beside his teacher ia 
Hind Mahmüdul-Hasan 4$ and " ~—*Hujjatul-Islam Muhammad 
Qisim Nanotwi # (1248-1297 AH/1833-1880 CE), the founder of 

le Darul-Uloom, within its precincts in Deoband. 


Shaykh Anwar Shah Kashmiri 5 


lineage 
Shaykh Anwar Shah Kashmiri # was from the progeny of Shaykh 
Mas'ood Narwari Æ whose ancestors were from Baghdad. They 
migrated to Multan and Lahore and eventually settled in Kashmir. 
Shaykh Kasmiri's # father, Shaykh Muhammad Muazzam Shah && 
Wasa renowned scholar and a famous saint of Kashmir. 
Education 
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After studying Persian and basic Islamic knowledge at home, he 
proceeded to Hazarah in the N.W. Frontier Province to complete 
his Arabic studies. However, his thirst for knowledge was not 
quenched there either and this made him travel in 1307 A.H. to the 
“Mother of all Institutes” namely, Darul Uloom Deoband. He 
studied there for four years and derived maximum benefit from all 
the luminaries of his time. The following are some of the great 
legends from whom he attained the knowledge of Islam: 
Shaykhul-Hind Mahmoodul-Hasan &, Shaykh Ishaq Amritsari $ 
and Shaykh Ghulam Hazarwi ®. 


In Kashmir 

On his return from Hajj, he established Madrasah Faize-Am in 

Kashmir. He lived there for three years during which thousands of 
people benefited from his company. He was invited to the annual 
gathering of Darul Uloom Deos. id after which he was appointed 
a teacher. He taught the Hadeeth book ‘Abu Dawood’ and ‘Saheeh 
Muslim’ for several years without any salary. When Shaykhul- 
Hind $ left for Makkah, Shaykh Kashmiri Æ was appointed his 
deputy. He now had the responsibility of teaching Saheeh 
Al-Bukhari and Tirmizi. 


Shaykh Anwar Shah Kashmiri zB 


goes of Islam 


,lhe affirmative because I have seen Shaykh Anwar Shah $$ - 
sly the era is different. Had Shaykh Kashmiri # been alive in the 
athor seventh century, his virtues and feats would have glorified 
he pages of history. I feel as if Hafiz Ibn-Hajar, Shaykh Taqiud- 
jen and Shaykh Izzud-Deen 5$ have passed away today.” 


|$uykh Husain Ahmad Madani # said, "I have met Scholars from 
hia, Hijaz, Iraq, Egypt and Syria and had discussions with them 
mvarious Masa'il, but I have not found anyone who can match 
he encyclopaedic depth of knowledge of Shah Sahib (Shaykh 
Anwar Shah)." 

| he famous Egyptian Scholar, Shaykh Sayyid Rashid Rada * once 
[sid in Deoband, “By Allah 3£, I have never seen a person like 
| lim." 

|Saykh Sayyid Ataullah Shah Bukhari * used to say, “The 
| Gravan of the Sahabah 4 was travelling and left Shah Kashmiri ## 
| behind." 





| Suykh Sayyid Sulaiman Nadwi & said, “Shah Sahib was like an 
«ean whose surface is calm while the inside is full of gems.” 


(Commenting on his phenomenal memory, Shaykh Manazir Ahsan 
Gilani & said that Shah Sahib # had committed approximately 
4000 Arabic verses to memory. Shaykh Idrees Kandhelwi ë 
marked that Shah Sahib’s memory was so remarkable that 
whatever he read or heard once was forever preserved in his 
memory as if he was the Imam Zuhri 5$ of his time. When Imam 
lihri È used to walk the streets of Madeenah, he used to put his 


Qualities 

Shaykh Kashmiri Æ became well-known for his intellect, phenome- 
nal memory and depth of knowledge. Shaykh Shabbir Ahmad 
Uthmani ® once said in an assembly in Dhabel, “If any Egyptian 
or Syrian has to ask me if I have seen Hafiz Ibn Hajar, Shaykh 
Taqiud-Deen or Shaykh Izzud-Deen Ibn Abdis-Salàm, I will reply 


^" im. 
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fingers in his ears. When asked the reason for this, he said that 
whatever entered his ears did not leave. “I close my ears so as not 
to hear the noise of the marketplace.” 


The famous poet of the East, ‘Allamah Iqbal commented that 500 

years of Islamic history have been unable to produce the likes of 

Shah Sahib $$. Shaykh Habibur Rahman Uthmani 5 used to call 

him a ‘mobile library’. His reading speed was so astonishing that 

he used to read 200 pages of Musnad Ahmad daily and quote its 
Ahadeeth in his lessons without referring to it again. He read the 
entire Fathul-Qadeer (8 Volumes) in 20 days together with 
answering objections raised against the author. Thereafter for the 
rest of his life, he did not refer to it although he quoted it 
extensively in his lessons. 

Shaykh Zahid Kawthari %, after studying some of Shah Sahib's 
works, commented thus, “After Shaykh Al-Munawi (author of 
Faidul-Qadeer), there has not been such a Muhaddith (as Shaykh 
Kashmiri) in the Ummah who can derive delicate Masa’il from the 
Ahadeeth.” 


He was an embodiment of the Sunnah and practised it 
meticulously. The words 'Hasbun-Allah' (Allah 3& is sufficient) 
and ‘Allah-Azzawajall’ were constantly on his lips. 


Students 

Probably his most unparalleled virtue is that he produced peerless 
Scholars and Muhaddithoon. During his 18 years stay at Deoband, 
no less than 2000 students quenched their thirst at this ‘well’ of 





ms of Islam 
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„ledge. A complete list of all his students will require a book 
„numeration. Some of his famous students were: 


si Abdul Qadir Raipuri, Mufti Shafee, Maulana Manazir Ahsan 

fini, Maulana Idrees Kandhelwi, Maulana Badre-Alam, Maulana 

3mr-Rahman, Maulana Yusuf Binnori, Mufti Ateequr-Rahman, 
lana Manzoor Nu’mani, Mufti Muhammad Hasan, Maulana 
shibur-Rahman and Qari Tayyib Sahib =. 


isles serving Deen in the field of education and Tableegh, 

ikh Kashmiri has also written some outstanding works, the 
ist memorable of which is probably his commentary of Saheeh 
iihari viz Faidul-Bari. One of his most outstanding student, 
jaykh Yüsuf Binnori $$ has written an excellent book in Arabic, 
khatul Ambar on his life. 


his progeny, the more well known are Maulana Anzar Shah and 
aulana Azhar Shah, both of whom were teachers of Hadeeth at 
band. He remained in Deoband until 1345 A.H. after which he 
for Dhabel with some scholars and a large group of students 
lieto some differences with the management . He taught Hadeeth 
Dhabel till 1351 A.H. On 2 Safar 1352, he left this temporary 


ie at the approximate age of 60. 


l 
| 
| 


| 
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In the Company of 
Shaykh Mufti Talib Uddin # 


(1361-1431 AH/1942-2010 CE) 


Shaykh Mufti Talib Uddin Ahmad & was amongst the many pious 
scholars of Islam who became successful through seeking 
knowledge and propagating it. He was born in the year 1942 in the 
village of Shataihal, Dinarpur, Nabigonj in the county of Habigonj, 
Bangladesh. His father Qari Ala-Uddin Ahmad was a prominent 
Qari of his community, well respected by the elders, famously 
known as ‘Boro Miah Sahib’. His mother was the Rabiya Basri of 
her time, very well known for Ibadah, good morals and character. 
Shaykh Mufti Talib-Uddin Ahmad $$ received his primary Deeni 
education at home from his respected father. He went further on to 
study in the famous Islamic institutes known as Jamiah Qasimul- 
Uloom Bohubal and Jamiah Arabiyah Dinarpur Balidara, 
Habigonj. 
To quench his thirst of knowledge, he travelled to Pakistan in 1962 
and studied in the institute Darul-Uloom Tendwala established by 
Khateeb Pakistan Shaykh Ihtishamul Haq Thanwi $& There he 
studied under great luminaries, the likes of Shaykh Zafar Ahmad 
Uthmani, Shaykh Idrees Kandhalwi, Shaykh Jamsheid and Shaykh 
Abdur-Rahman Kamilpuri #. 


In the year 1964, he studied Mishkat Shareef in Jamiah Fathiyya 
Lahore. He gained the privilege of learning from great scholars like 
Shaykh Habibur-Rahman Lahori and Shaykh Ghulam Mahmood. 


i>. 
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41965, he studied his final year of Hadeeth under the world 
owned Hafizul-Hadeeth Allama Abdullah Darkasti 4 in 
\atkazul Uloom Wal-Fuyooz in Raheem Yar Khan. His other 
lat teachers include Shaykhul-Hadeeth Shaykh Ibraheem $$ and 
gaykh Mufti Ghulam Haydar #. 


ithe year 1966, he did the Ifta course under the supervision of 
faykh Mufti Rasheed Ahmad Ludhyanwi # in Ashraful-Uloom 
Wim-Abàd North Karachi. During his Ifta course, he benefitted 
fom the company and knowledge of the Grand Mufti, Mufti 
afee Sahib &. He used to go and attest and verify Fatawa and 
\asa’il from him. Occasionally he would also attend the Majlis of 
taykh Mufti Mahmood Sahib #, Mufti Abdullah # and Shaykh 
(hulam Gaus Hazarvi #8. 


Mer his graduation as a qualified scholar and Mufti, he was 
immediately chosen by his seniors to commence teaching at the 
mütute where he originally once studied, Qasimul-Uloom 
bhubal. There, he was promoted to the post of senior teacher. In 
te following year, he moved to Al-Arabiyah Husainiyah Dhaka 
Dikhin. He was assigned to teach the senior Kitabs of Fiqh and 
Hadeeth in that institute. 


After six years of Deeni Khidmat (service) he was invited to take 

the role of principal in the institute Al-Arabiyah Husainiyah 

Soytakhal. 

After a decade of Deeni Khidmat as a principal in the institute, he 
migrated to Saudi Arabia. A group of people from England went 
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to perform Hajj and they realised the potential and expertise of 
Mufti Sahib and thus invited him to migrate to England so they 
could benefit from his knowledge and company. Hence, he moved 
to England as an Imam after staying 14 months in Saudi Arabia. 
He became the main Imam in Jami Masjid, Middleton, Oldham. 


In the Masjid he commenced the Dars (discourses) of Tafseer, 
Hadeeth and Figh and soon became recognised for his sharp 
knowledge and inspirational talks. He was invited across the 
country for lectures and resolving intricate issues of marriage, 
divorce, inheritance, domestic violence etc. 


In 1994 Shaykh Mufti Talib Uddin # was appointed the principal 
of Darul-Qur’an Madrasah, Baniyachong, Habigonj, Bangladesh. 
With the grace of Allah 4 and Mufti Sahib’s persistence and hard 
work, the Jamiah became a well renowned and credited Madrasah 
for knowledge and Tarbiyah (upbringing) where many chose it as 
a first choice for study. During his time as principal, the Jamiah 
progressed rapidly and underwent numerous construction and 
expansion work providing more space and facilities for the 
students. At present there are 710 students studying in the 
departments of Hifz and Theology classes. 


In 1997, Mufti Sahib founded and established the famous Markazi 
Masjid, Al-Khazra in Oldham. This soon became the centre point 
for the work of Dawah, spirituality and knowledge. Many leading 
Islamic scholars have paid a visit to this place to witness the hard 


work of Mufti Sahib. 
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gr Haq is an organisation which was founded by Mufti Sahib 
jiscurrently run from the Masjid. Izhar Haq as understood by 
same was established to proclaim the truth and eradicate evil 
¿Bid'ah (innovation) from the Deen. It was the tireless effort 
dscrifice of Mufti Sahib which progressed and promoted the 
ykof Izhàr Haq throughout the UK. 


bfi Sahib in order to complete his thirst of knowledge and 
situality, took Bay'ah (oath of allegiance) to one of the leading 
siples of Shaykhul-Islam Shaykh Husain Ahmad Madani #¢, 
inykh Abdul Mannan Ghunoy. He progressed through the path 
‘girituality very rapidly and was awarded by his Shaykh with 
xmantle of Khilafah and Ijazah in the year 1978. 


bfi Sahib for quite a number of years had been ill and bed 
sen, even then he continued to impart the knowledge and 
idom which Allah 4 bestowed upon him. 


was Saturday evening the 3™ of July 2010 when the health of 
iti Sahib seriously deteriorated. Family members were called to 
& hospital and in their presence, he read out a few couplets 
‘pressing his long desire to meet his Creator and then breathed 
last. Inna lillahi wa-inna ilayhi-raji’ oon. 


‘enews of his demise spread like wildfire across the UK and 
‘ad. I immediately with many of my colleagues arrived at the 
Spital and within minutes the hospital became overcrowded 
ihtelatives, friends and scholars. 
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The funeral prayer took place on the following day after Zuhr 
Salah in the Millennium Centre Oldham. Mufti Junayed Ahmad 
Sahib, the eldest son of Mufti Sahib lead the funeral prayer. 
Thousands of people from across the UK attended the funeral 
prayer. May Allah 3% have mercy on Shaykh Mufti Talib-Uddin, 
elevate his status in Jannah, and bless his family and everyone 
associated with him. 


Mufti Sahib was well known to everyone and was classed as one of 
the senior Muftis of the UK. Intricate and complicated issues used 
to be referred to him and he always came out with a solution. I was 
very fortunate to be acquainted with Mufti Sahib due to being his 
son-in-law. I have witnessed many great qualities and attributes in 
the life of Mufti Sahib, the most prominent being his generosity 
and kindness. Volumes could be written about his lofty character 
and attributes and I hope that a detailed biography will be 
available in the near future. 


He has left behind 4 sons out of whom 3 are qualified scholars and 
7 daughters, out of whom 4 are qualified Alimahs. All his six 
son-in-laws are scholars who are engaged in the work of Deen. 
They will all Insha-Allah be Sadaqah Jariyah for him including the 
institute Darul-Qur'an, Al-Khazra Markazi Masjid and the 
thousands of students and disciples who have benefited from this 
ocean of knowledge. 
I pray to Allah 36 that He gives us the ability and strength to follow 
in the footsteps of Shaykh Mufti Talib Uddin & and our pious 
predecessors. Ameen! 
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In the Company of 
Shaykh Husain Ahmad Umarpuri & 


(1364-1431 AH/1945-2010 CE) 


jh Husain Ahmad $$, famously known as Shaykh Umarpuri 
jetus all orphans and went to meet his Lord the Most High, on 
xmoming of Thursday 26th of August 2010 (corresponding to 
shof Ramadhàn 1431 AH). This great scholar and pious friend of 
li & departed from us at the very blessed time of Tahajjud. 


whan-Allah! What a blessed death, in the state of a Musafir 
uveller), in the blessed month of Ramadhan and at the time of 
tajud! 


er since my childhood I have been fortunate to meet and 
‘company pious saints and scholars, and Shaykh Umarpuri # 
«sone of the distinguished ones. 


‘fist got to know him through his son-in-law Shaykh Abdul 

meed from Luton, UK, who was a very close friend of mine 

$m our student days in Darul-Uloom Bury, UK. He was 

ittunate to marry one of Shaykh Umarpuri's # daughters after 
i graduation. I very well remember the lengthy letter Shaykh 
lid Hameed sent from Bangladesh in which he stated what a 
towned scholar Shaykh Umarpuri # was. 





ms privileged to accompany Shaykh on many occasions and lis- 
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ten to his talks. Subhan-Allah! his talks and lectures were so mes- 
merising and immensely influential. 


The most remarkable moments for me were, when I sat in his 
company with other scholars, the knowledge and wisdom he 
possessed and commanded, it virtually left everyone spellbound 
for hours on end. 


In the year 2007, when I visited Bangladesh, I was honoured to 
meet him in Kiampur, Sylhet, at his niece’s marriage, which was 
with my beloved student Mujibur-Rahman. After I had solemnised 
the Nikah, Shaykh Umarpuri * concluded the ceremony with an 
emotional supplication. 


Thereafter, Shaykh Umarpuri & insisted that I accompany him to 
his village, but due to my busy schedule, I was unable to comply. 
Nevertheless, I was fortunate to meet him subsequently for the fol- 
lowing 3 years. On every occasion when he visited Bradford, UK, 
he would deliver a speech at our local Masjid — Tawak'kulia Jami 
Masjid and then I would accompany him wherever he would 
travel around Bradford. 


Before Ramadhan in 2010, I invited Shaykh Umarpuri È to our 
institute Jamiah Khatamun Nabiyeen in Bradford UK. He 
delivered an inspirational and spiritual discourse on Saheeh Al- 
Bukhari. 


Everyone present at the discourse were amazed by Shaykh 
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(marpuri's & high level of knowledge and wisdom. He left us all 
stnished by the explanation of ILM. He began by asking, “What 
sthe meaning of ILM?” He continued, "The Harkat (Kasra) on the 
pier AIN stands for the effort and sacrifice we need to give 
aitially to acquire knowledge. The (Sukoon) on the letter LAM 
«nds for steadfastness, meaning whilst in the process of acquir- 
ng knowledge we need to be focused towards our studies without 
iiverting our attention to anything else. 


Te two Harkat (Dhamma) on the letter MEEM means, once we 
«quire knowledge, we must double our effort and sacrifice to 
anvey the knowledge we have attained." - Subhan-Allah! 


Aiter the discourse, I requested Shaykh Umarpuri $ to join us to 


wrform l'tikaf at our local Masjid for the following Ramadhan, 
hich he readily and happily accepted. I was overjoyed and began 
b inform all the scholars and students about this golden 


opportunity. 


twas decided that after his return from London, he would stay in 
indford for the last days of Ramadhan, and during the I’tikaf he 
vould conduct lessons of Bukhari for the scholars and students. 
Sut according to the decree of Allah 3£, it wasn't meant to be and 
| Allāh & had planned better things for Shaykh Umarpuri $$. 

Saykh Umarpuri & said in his last and which was to be his final 
eech, “People today don't value and appreciate the Sylheti 
llamà (scholars). After Shaykh Noor-ud-Deen Gohorpuri # who 
Sleft in Sylhet? Only me and Shaykh Kiampuri are left. One day 
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we will go too.” Who knew Shaykh Umarpuri $$ was going to 
depart this world after saying these words? Indeed, to Allah Ẹ we 
belong and to Him we shall return. 


It was after the Taraweeh Salah where he was addressing a 
gathering in the famous Ford Square Masjid in London, when he 
suddenly felt an acute pain in his head, due to which he was 
rushed to the hospital. From then on Shaykh Umarpuri $$ went 
into a state of coma for a week and passed away on Thursday 26th 


of August 2010. 


The news of his departure spread like wildfire across the UK and 
abroad, to which we became completely dumbfounded. 


The funeral prayer took place on Friday 27th August 2010 (17 
Ramadhan 1431) after the Jumu'ah Salah at the Ford Square 
Masjid. Myself and many other Ulama from across the UK and 
abroad notably Shaykh Mukhlisur-Rahman Kiampuri from 
Bangladesh (Shaykh Umarpuri's $$ brother-in-law), attended the 
funeral prayer. An estimate of around 10,000 people attended the 
funeral prayer. May Allah % have mercy on Shaykh Umarpuri %, 
elevate his status in Jannah, and bless his family and everyone 
associated with him. 


In my view, I have witnessed that the most prominent and 
remarkable quality in the life of Shaykh Umarpuri & was his noble 


and lofty character. 
Although I was much inferior to many of his students, he was very 
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«ng and affectionate towards me and always respected and 
soured me more than I deserved. This was the case for every 
dolar; he held them in very high esteem. 


ften he spoke about his teacher Shaykh Noor-ud-Deen Gohor- 
ui and other pious predecessors, he would mention many 
ædotes and incidents regarding their lives which would leave 


teaudience ecstatic. 


{lah % bestowed Shaykh Umarpuri 3# with great intellect and 
isdom. For a period of over 40 years he taught Bukhari, Muslim, 
imizi, Ibn Majah and many other classical Islamic books to 
‘ousands of students, producing scholars who went on to engage 
athe service of Deen across the globe. He has left behind these 
tholars as well as eight sons and seven daughters as Sadaqah- 


inyah on his behalf. 


lay to Allah # that He gives us the ability and strength to follow 
a the footsteps of Shaykh Umarpuri 4$ and our pious 


"rdecessors, Ameen! 


Shaykh Sarfaraz Khan Safdar & 


“From the Cradle to the Grave” 
Unquenchable Thirst for Knowledge 


\iriting whilst the funeral arrangements were being made, Shaykh 
lihid Ar-Rashidi writes about the inspirational academic aspect of 
isillustrious father's personality: 
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“My revered father Shaykh Muhammad Sarfaraz Khan Safdar 4 
had been bedridden for the last eight or nine years. Despite this, by 
the grace of Allah 4 his memory did not fail him and his academic 
interests remained the same till the end. His eyesight had 
deteriorated severely and he had trouble in recognising people, but 
if a person was introduced, he would recall everything regarding 
that person. He would then ask that person even the most minor 
things. I would generally have the opportunity to visit him for a 
brief while on Friday evenings. Whenever he felt better, he would 
ask for a book to be read to him. I would read any book of Hadeeth 
to him. I would always fear reading to him, as the slightest of 
errors would not pass unnoticed or unchecked. A few months 
prior to his demise he asked, “Would you happen to have a 
reliable (Arabic) dictionary?” I asked, “What will you do with a 
dictionary in this condition?” He replied, “Sometimes the need for 
a dictionary arises.” I purchased a dictionary and presented it to 
him and he was very pleased with it. On another occasion he 
asked, “Will AI-Iu'lu wa’‘l-Marjan be available in the bookshops?” I 
replied in the affirmative. I then purchased it for him. 


Last month when I was setting off for my trip to the United 
Kingdom, I informed him that I intended to perform Umrah on the 
way back. He was pleased at hearing this, prayed for me and said, 
“I have heard that Musnad Abi Ya'la has now been published. If 
you are able to, could you get me a copy of it?" 


I searched for it in several bookshops in Makkah Mukarramah and 


Madeenah Munawwarah, but could not find it. On my way back I 
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gid to my host in Jeddah, Qari Muhammad Aslam Shehzad, my 
yie’s brother-in-law, “I do not feel like returning home without 
tebook.” We both then visited the bookshops in Jeddah together. 
Mer visiting two or three bookshops, we managed to find it. I was 
werjoyed by this find, but Qari Sahib was happier than me. He 
gevented me from paying for it and asked that I present it to my 
wered father as a gift from him. 


{returned home on Thursday and as per my weekly routine I 
isited my father on Friday. He was feeling very unwell. When I 
towed him the book, he gestured that I place it where he had 
sked me to. 


Mly a few days ago, as per our routine, my brothers and I were by 

tis bedside on Friday. He was feeling somewhat better. He asked 

me where such and such a verse was in the Holy Qur'an. I told 
lim where it was. I thought he would be enquiring about an issue 

‘elated to that verse, but when he asked me a second question 

| garding it, I realised he was testing me. My younger brother Qari 
Vüzur-Rahman, who resides in Jeddah, was also there. I pushed 
‘jim in front of me and hid myself. He then underwent a test. He 
|as asked about several verses and the verses preceding them. We 
were extremely happy seeing our father so well and in such a good 

| mod. 

! 

| during my visits, he would usually ask about the state of the 
| ution. In recent days, he had been very concerned about the state 
| Swat (in the Afghan-Pak frontier province). He stayed abreast of 
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newspapers, and he would often ask questions relating to news 
items. He would read my regular newspaper columns and would 
comment on some of their contents. I once wrote in one of my 
columns that the Holy Prophet & is an ‘ideal’ for his Ummah. The 
next time I visited him, he asked me what the word ‘ideal’ meant. I 
replied that this was an approximate translation of the Arabic term 
Uswatun-Hasanah. 


Once, while reading a Hadeeth to him, I got stuck on a word. I was 
surprised myself that this had happened when I had in fact previ- 
ously read and taught the Hadeeth several times. When this hap- 
pened, he told me what the word was and also explained the 
Hadeeth to me. Many a time, I have struggled to recall the precise 
wording of a Hadeeth and could not locate it in the books, but 
when I asked him he would tell me in which chapter of which 
book to look. I would then find it in that precise location. This is 
not from the days when he was well and healthy, but rather during 
the days when he was so ill that he could not turn on his side in 
bed himself. In such a condition, his memory remained so sharp 
that we would be left amazed by it. 


Despite his immaculate and unparalleled proficiency in all the 
sciences of Islam, and despite having spent more than half a 
century teaching and serving Islam and the Muslims, Shaykh 
Muhammad Sarfaraz khan Safdar would often express his 
sorrow at not having been able to teach to his heart's content. 
Shaykh Muhammad Aslam Shaykhüpüri writes of how when he 
visited Shaykh Safdar a year prior to his demise, he asked 


" Lp. 
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iether he had any unfulfilled wishes. Shaykh Safdar $$ replied 

fat there were many such wishes. Upon Shaykh’s request to men- 

ion one such wish, Shaykh Safdar 5$ stated that he had not had the 

ipportunity to teach the primary level (small) books of the Dars-e- 

\izimi course. This was the unfulfilled wish and desire of a man 

who had spent half a century lecturing on the major books of 

Hadeeth, including the Sunan of Imam Abu Eesa At-Tirmizi # and 

he Jami’ of imam Muhammad Ibn Isma'eel Al-Bukhari #, and the 

txtand Tafseer of the Holy Qur'an to the Ulama tens of times. He 

was, without an iota of doubt, an embodiment of the Hadeeth of 
he Holy Prophet & narrated by Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri 
éand reported in Tirmizi, in which the Holy Prophet # said, “A 

Xliever will never be content with (any amount of) good that he 
tears until he reaches his goal and final destination of Paradise." 

This unquenchable thirst for knowledge and desire to serve Islam 
ind the Muslims in such a selfless manner is only the lot of the true 
Uama of the Akhirah, the men of Allah 4%, described by the Holy 
Prophet & as the ‘heirs of the Prophets’, when he said, “Indeed the 
Ulama are the heirs of the Prophets, and indeed the Prophets do 
mt leave behind a legacy of Dinars and Dirhams, but they leave 
iehind a legacy of knowledge. He who acquires it has indeed ac- 
quired a complete portion." 


After describing the condition of Shaykh Safdar's # thirst for 
knowledge, Shaykh Aslam Shaykhüpuri relates an incident that 
occurred only a few weeks prior to his demise. He says, “Shaykh 
Mufti Muhammad Rafi Uthmani had come to visit Shaykh Safdar 
3. After greeting him, the first thing Shaykh Safdar # asked him 
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was, “The Shaykhul-Hadeeth of Jami'ah Ashrafiyyah (Lahore), 
Sufi Muhammad Sarwar Sahib has related such and such a 
Hadeeth from your revered father (Shaykh Mufti Muhammad 
Shafi =). I am looking for its reference. Could you please identify 
its source?” 


The condition of Shaykh Safdar & during his final days, described 
by his son Shaykhul-Hadeeth Aslam Shaykhupuri, is reminiscent 
of the condition of the pious Ulama of the early centuries such as 
Imam Abū Yusuf Ya'qub Al-Ansari $$, the senior student of Imam 
Abū Haneefah Nu’man Al-Küfi &, and that of Imam Ibn Malik $, 
the grammarian (Nahwi) on their death beds. 


A student of Imam Abu Yusuf &&, Al-Qadi Ibraheem says, "Imam 
Abu Yusuf # I went to visit him and found him 
unconscious. When he regained consciousness, he asked me, “O 
Ibraheem, what do you say regarding a certain issue in Fiqh?” I 
said, “Even in such a condition?!” He replied, “That is not a 
problem at all. Let us discuss a matter of knowledge, perhaps 
someone will be relieved by it.” He then asked, “O Ibraheem, what 
is better when pelting the pillars (of Jamarat) in Hajj, to pelt on foot 
or mounted on a beast?” I replied, “Mounted on a beast.” He said, 
“Incorrect.” I then said, “On foot.” He again replied, “Incorrect.” I 
said, “Please tell me. May Allah 3$ be pleased with you." He said, 
“The pillar, after the pelting of which, one should stop and suppli- 
cate (say a Du’a) - it is best to pelt it on foot. As for the pillar, after 
the pelting of which, one should not supplicate- it is best to pelt it 
mounted on a beast." I then took leave from him. I had not even 


was ill. 
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aded the door of his house when I heard the sound of people 


ying over him. He had died. May Allah 4% have mercy upon 
im” 


ti said regarding Imam Ibn Malik 3$, the grammarian (Nahwi), 
uthor of the Alfiyyah in the science of Nahw, that he committed to 
memory several verses of poetry on the day he died. Some have 
ified that they were eight verses, communicated to him by his 
mn. 


The Last Email 
of the Late Asif Khalifah 


An eye-opener for our youth of today! 


kif Khalifah was a young person from Bradford who passed 

way at the age of 23 in October 2010. A family member retrieved 

me of his last emails that he had sent to his friend just before his 
kath. One of his friends emailed him seeking advice on how his 
ly can go smoothly. This email is worth pondering over as it 
untains much useful advice and serves as a lesson for all of us. 
The email is as follows: 


‘My Friend! I have got a remedy for you, if you want a good day 


iid you want good things to happen to you then this is what you 
should do. This is how my days go by: 


|| Before retiring for bed (at night) I think of Fajr Salah, I make 
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Niyyat (intention) that I am going to read it because you wil] Bs 
rewarded for making the intention. 


2) I Recite 11 times (takes 40 seconds): 


Cal oe ei Sot GH WAY 


(La-ilaha illa anta subhanaka innee kuntu 
minazzalimeen) 


Trans: There is no God but You, Glory be to You, surely I am 
amongst the wrong doers. 


3) Thereafter I recite once (takes 5 seconds): 


(Allahumma lakal hamdu kama yambaghee li-jalali wajhika 


wa-liazeemi sultanika) 


Trans: O Allah! For You is (all) praise as Your Majestic 
Countenance and Your Great Kingdom is worthy of it. 


4) Then I recite once (takes 8 seconds): 


FSH B 5 pie NY S ALI as S A eut eei J cui 
SAE ol eel Usu, ze o uis 


(Allahumma innee as'aluka bismikallahi 
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wa-bismikar-Rahmani wa-bismikar-Raheemi wa-bi-asma-ikal 


tusnà kulliha mà alimtu minha wa-ma-lam a'lam an-taghfiralee) 


Inns: O Allah! I beseech You with Your name Allah and with 
lur name Ar-Rahman and with Your name Ar-Raheem and with 
i Your Beautiful names of what I know and of that which I do not 
now that You forgive me. 


Then when I leave my house (to go to work) I recite the Mas- 
mon Du’a once (takes 3 seconds): 


de V ài de cis an cns 
au 3r Y, 


(Bismillahi tawak'kaltu alallahi wa-lahawla 
wa-la quwwata illa billahi) 


Trans: In the name of Allah, I place my reliance in Allah and there 
sno power nor might except with Allah. 


‘) Thereafter, as Iam walking towards the bus stop I begin to recite 
Sirah Yaseen by heart and whilst I am stood at the bus stop, I have 
tmpleted its recitation. It takes me around 7 minutes to recite but 
fyou look into the Holy Qur'an it will take you around 10-11 min- 
utes, 


]) Thereafter, I recite the four Quls and recite Sarah Ikhlas thrice, 
s (mentioned in a Hadeeth) you will receive the reward of reciting 
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the entire Qur’an once and thereafter Ayatul-Kursi. 


Asif Khalifah 


8) Then I recite Tasbeeh on the bus or when I am walking which is: 
Subhan-Allah 100 times, Alhamdulillah 100 times and Allāhu- 


Akbar 100 times. 


9) Then I recite Durood, but ensure that you recite a lot of Durood 


throughout the day as there are many blessings in it. 


10) When I get to work and sit on my chair, I recite: 


Ui S CT o ine e Gi T o gU 


(Rabbishrah-lee sadree wa-yassirlee amree wahlul 


uqdatam-millisanee yafqahü qawlee) 


Trans: O my Lord! Open my chest for me (grant me confidence) 
and make my task easy for me and remove the impediment from 


my tongue so they understand my speech. 


I also recite: 


IKE 5855 Ue uel eti 


élite ts 


(Allahumma a'innee ala dhikrika wa-shukrika 
wa-husni ibadatika) 
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fans: O Allah! Assist me upon remembering You (abundantly) 


nd being grateful to You and upon worshipping You in the best 
manner. 


tmay sound a lot to read but trust me, it will not take no more 
fat 15 minutes. Your day will pass smooth and quick without any 


yoblems and Allah 3 will assist you in what you do throughout 
the day.” 


\ay Allah 4 reward brother Asif Khalifah for this wonderful 
advice, forgive all his sins, make it a means of salvation for him in 
be Hereafter and grant him Jannatul Firdaws. Ameen! 


\fay Allah % also grant us the ability to follow his advice, Ameen! 


‘sincerely request all the readers to remember him and his family 
nyour Du'as. 


Other titles from JKN PUBLICATIONS (A) 
AL 


Your Questions Answered 

An outstanding book written by Shaykh Mufti Saiful Islam. A very comprehen- 
sive yet simple Fatawa book and a source of guidance that reaches out to a 
wider audience i.e. the English speaking Muslims. The reader will benefit from 
the various answers to questions based on the Laws of Islam relating to the 
beliefs of Islam, knowledge, Sunnah, pillars of Islam, marriage, divorce and con- 
temporary issues. 





Hadeeth for Beginners 

A concise Hadeeth book with various Ahadeeth that relate to basic Ibadah and 
moral etiquettes in Islam accessible to a wider readership. Each Hadeeth has 
been presented with the Arabic text, its translation and commentary to 
enlighten the reader, its meaning and application in day-to-day life. 


UK RRP: £3.00 


Du’a for Beginners 

This book contains basic Du'às which every Muslim should recite on à daily 
basis. Highly recommended to young children and adults studying at Islamic 
schools and Madrasahs so that one may cherish the beautiful treasure of suppli- 
cations of our beloved Prophet & in one's daily life, which will ultimately bring 
peace and happiness in both worlds, Insha-Allah. 


UK RRP: £2.00 





How well do you know Islam? 

An exciting educational book which contains 300 multiple questions and an- 
swers to help you increase your knowledge on Islam! Ideal for the whole family, 
especially children and adult students to learn new knowledge in an enjoyable 
way and cherish the treasures of knowledge that you will acquire from this 
book. A very beneficial tool for educational syllabus. 





Treasures of the Holy Qur'an 

This book entitled "Treasures of the Holy Qur'àn" has been compiled to create a 
stronger bond between the Holy Qur'àn and the readers. It mentions the differ- 
ent virtues of Sürahs and verses from the Holy Qur'an with the hope that the 
readers will increase their zeal and enthusiasm to recite and inculcate the teach- 
ings of the Holy Qur'àn into their daily lives. 


UK RRP: £3.00 
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Marriage - A Complete Solution 

Islam regards marriage as a great act of worship. This book has been designed to 
provide the fundamental teachings and guidelines of all what relates to the 
marital life in a simplified English language. It encapsulates in a nutshell all the 
marriage laws mentioned in many of the main reference books in order to facili- 
tate their understanding and implementation. 


UK RRP: £5.00 


taris of Lugmàn 

fS book is a comprehensive commentary of Sirah Luqman, written beautifully 
Shaykh Mufti Saiful Islam. It offers the reader with an enquiring mind, abun- 
ime of advice, guidance, counselling and wisdom. 


Te reader will be enlightened by many wonderful topics and anecdotes men- 
toned in this book, which will create a greater understanding of the Holy Qur'an 
ini its wisdom. The book highlights some of the wise sayings and words of 
irice Luqman + gave to his son. 

UK RRP: £3.00 





Arabic Grammar Beginners 

This book is a study of Arabic Grammar based on the subject of Nahw (Syntax) 
in a simplified English format. If a student studies this book thoroughly, he/she 
will develop a very good foundation in this field, Insha-Allah. Many books have 
been written on this subject in various languages such as Arabic, Persian and 
Urdu. However, in this day and age there is a growing demand for this subject to 
be available in English . 


UK RRP: £3.00 


AGift to My Youngsters 

Ths treasure filled book, is a collection of Islamic stories, morals and anec- 
tates from the life of our beloved Prophet &, his Companions $ and the pious 
medecessors. The stories and anecdotes are based on moral and ethical val- 
ws, which the reader will enjoy sharing with their peers, friends, families and 
ved ones 






‘A Gift to My Youngsters” - is a wonderful gift presented to the readers per- 
snally, by the author himself, especially with the youngsters in mind. He has 
arefully selected stories and anecdotes containing beautiful morals, lessons 
ind valuable knowledge and wisdom. 


UK RRP: £5.00 
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Heroes of Islam 


“In the narratives there is certainly a lesson for people of intelligence l 
(understanding)" (12:111) H3 | 





A fine blend of Islamic personalities who have been recognised for leaving a 
| lasting mark in the hearts and minds of people. 


A distinguishing feature of this book is that the author has selected not only 
some of the most world and historically famous renowned scholars but also 
these lesser known and a few who simply left behind a valuable piece of 
advice to their nearest and dearest. 


Included are also a few intriguing accounts of determined and hardworking 
people who dedicated their lives to the work of Deen and whom the author 


personally met. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Shaykh Mufti Saiful Islam born in 1974 is a traditionally trained scholar. He 
memorised the Holy Qur'an at the age of 13. He studied the Arabic language 
and various other traditional Islamic sciences at Darul Uloom, Bury, UK, 
under many auspicious scholars notably, Shaykh Muhammad Yūsuf Motala. 
There he received authorisations in various books including the six major 
books of Ahadeeth. He studied Ifta under one of the senior Muftis in the UK, 
Shaykh Mufti Shabbir Ahmad. 


In 1996 Shaykh Mufti Saiful Islam established Jamiah Khatamun Nabiyeen 
(JKN). Today, JKN has accelerated to become recognised worldwide as an 
institute of learning. As well as the Founder, Principal and Director of JKN, 
Shaykh Mufti Saiful Islam took up responsibilities in many other departments 
locally, nationally and internationally. 


He is the Editor of the famous family magazine Al-Mu'min. He currently 
holds the posts as the President of Tawak'kulia Jami Masjid in Bradford and 
Chairperson of Al-Kawthar Welfare Foundation. He is also the Patron of 
Al-Mu'min Primary School and Olive Secondary Schools in Bradford. 


